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WILTSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Annual 


Report  of  the 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


for  the  Year,  1913. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  16th  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Wilts,  inclu  ding  a  summary  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  various  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  within  the  Administrative 
County. 

The  form  of  the  report  is  the  same  as  that  of  former  years,  and  is  in  accordance  with  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  whole  of  the  32  reports  presented  by  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  were  in 
printed  form,  but  I  am  sorry  to  state  that  several  Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  not  yet  fallen 
into  line,  and  presented  their  reports  on  octavo  sized  paper  in  book  form.  I  would  strongly  urge 
Medical  Officers  to  adopt  this  form  so  that  the  whole  of  the  reports  could  be  conveniently  bound 
together  for  reference. 

There  was  only  one  change  amongst  Medical  Officers  of  Health  during  the  year,  viz.,  Dr.  Ray- 
ment  of  the  Pewsey  Rural  District  resigned,  and  I  am  temporarily  acting  for  the  Pewsey  Council 
pending  the  appointment  of  a  whole-time  Medical  Officer. 

There  w.ere,  however,  several  changes  amongst  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  viz. :  — 

Melksham  Urban  District — Mr.  R.  P.  Pearce  vice  Mr.  A.  E.  A.  Bush,  deceased. 

Trowbridge  Urban  District — Mr.  R.  H.  Mather  vice  Mr.  W.  H.  Allen,  resigned. 

Chippenham  Rural  District. — Mr.  R.  T.  Rhodes  vice  Mr.  E.  Balchin,  resigned. 

Marlborough  Rural  District. — Mr.  J.  W.  Brooke  vice  Mr.  J.  Huntley,  resigned. 
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Below  I  give  a  table  showing  the  area  and  population  of  each  district  in  the  County,  and  the 
moiety  of  the  salaries  payable  by  the  County  Council,  and  the  date  that  the  Annual  Report  was 
received. 


Urban  Districts. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Population 
estimated  to 
middle  of 
year. 

Moiety  o 
payab 
County 

f  Salary 
le  by 

Council. 

Date  on  which 
Report  was  received. 

Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

Inspector 

of 

Nuisances. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s. 

d. 

Bradford-on- Avon 

•  «  • 

1,990 

4,579 

20  0  0 

40  Q 

0 

9th  April,  1914. 

Caine 

•  •  • 

356 

3,558 

12  10  0 

23  0 

0 

20th  April,  1914. 

Chippenham 

•  •  • 

361 

5,383 

12  10  0 

30  0 

0 

27th  February,  1914. 

Devizes 

»  •  • 

906 

6,783 

50  0  0 

35  0 

0 

1st  April,  1914. 

Malmesbury 

... 

178 

2,628 

10  0  0 

30  0 

0 

16th  March,  1914. 

Marlborough 

598 

4,482 

25  0  0 

20  0 

0 

8th  April,  1914. 

Me  lk  sham 

476 

3,232 

16  5  0 

17  10 

0 

20th  February,  1914. 

Salisbury 

1.720 

21,423 

62  10  0 

70  0 

0 

31st  March,  1914. 

Swindon 

... 

4,265 

52,400 

100  0  0 

80  0 

0 

4th  April,  1914. 

Trowbridge 

... 

2,126 

11,882 

30  0  0 

45  0 

0 

8th  January,  1914. 

Warminster 

6,564 

5,481 

22  10  0 

35  0 

0 

2nd  February,  1914. 

Westbury 

3,687 

3,480 

22  10  0 

20  0 

0 

30th  March,  1914. 

Wilton 

... 

1,915 

2,108 

10  0  0 

10  0 

0 

16th  February, 1914. 

393  15  0 

455  10 

0 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury 

63,454 

11,524 

25  0  0 

25  0 

0 

7th  May,  1914. 

Bradford-on- A  von 

16,684 

5,373 

27  10  0 

30  0 

0 

14th  March,  1914. 

Caine 

28,968 

4,598 

25  0  0 

42  10 

0 

20th  April,  1914. 

Chippenham 

. 

58,605 

18,314 

56  0  0 

55  0 

0 

10th  March,  1914. 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

46,734 

10,934 

35  0  0 

45  0 

0 

30th  March,  1914. 

Devizes 

61,855 

12,817 

50  0  0 

52  10 

0 

23rd  March,  1914. 

Highworth 

49,721 

15,311 

50  0  0 

85  0 

0 

23rd  June,  1914. 

Malmesbury 

58,356 

9,328 

50  0  0 

50  0 

0 

6th  April,  1914. 

Marlborough 

43,795 

4,524 

30  0  0 

20  0 

0 

19th  March,  1914. 

Melksham 

13.792 

5,072 

30  0  0 

23  0 

0 

25th  February,  1914. 

Mere 

32,309 

5,125 

15  0  0 

25  0 

0 

22nd  April,  i914. 

Pewsey 

75,218 

13,712 

40  0  0 

42  10 

0 

8th  April.  1914, 

Ramsbury 

... 

51,614 

7,130 

14  0  0 

55  0 

0 

25th  February.  1914. 

Salisbury 

56,990 

10.255 

40  0  0 

65  0 

0 

10th  March,  1914. 

Tisbury 

*  •  • 

43,561 

7,019 

25  0  0 

47  10 

0 

7th  May,  1914. 

Warminster 

51,896 

5,903 

40  0  0 

17  10 

0 

19th  February,  1914. 

Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown 

27,846 

6,662 

32  10  0 

37  10 

0 

30th  March,  1914. 

Wilton 

54,290 

8,205 

35  0  0 

45  0 

0 

2nd  March,  1914. 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion) 

... 

3,271 

376 

1  18  0 

1  16 

6 

23rd  March,  1914. 

621  18  0 

764  16 

6 

1,015  13  0 

1,220  6 

6 

During  the  year  the  formation  of  a  Combined  District  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  County  has 
received  considerable  attention,  and  several  Local  Government  Board  Enquiries  were  held  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  matter.  The  proposed  combination  includes  the  Borough  of  Marlborough,  and 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Amesbury,  Pewsey,  Marlborough,  and  Ramsbury.  The  Local  Government 
Board  propose  to  issue  a  Provisional  Order  in  due  course.  It  is  hoped  that  eventually  the  County 
may  be  divided  into  combined  areas  as  this  undoubtedly  tends  to  economy  and  more  efficient  pub¬ 
lic  health  service. 

Several  of  the  reports  were  again  late  in  arrival,  and  I  would  urge  Medical  Officers  to  send  in 
their  reports  with  greater  promptitude  so  that  the  report  for  the  County  may  be  issued  before  the 
matters  with  which  it  deals  become  ancient  history. 

i / 
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AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  districts  within  the  County , 
but  a  County  Council  Inquiry  was  held  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Urban 
District  of  Melksham,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1914  the  County  Council  issued  an  order 
transferring  part  of  the  Parish  of  Melksham  Without  to  the  Urban  District. 

The  Ancient  or  Geographical  County  of  Wilts  contains  879,943  acres,  and  the  Administrative 
County  864,101  statute  acres. 

At  the  Census  in  1891  the  population  of  the  County  was  262,551,  in  1901  it  was  271,394,  and 
in  1911,  286,  822.  The  increase  in  the  inter-censal  period  1891-1901  was  3.4%,  and  for  1901-1911, 
5.7%. 

The  population  estimated  for  the  year  1913  is  290,401  for  the  County  as  a  whole,  of  which 
127,419  belongs  to  the  Urban  Districts,  and  162,982  to  the  Rural  Districts. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1912  I  gave  full  and  complete  tables  extracted  from  the  census  re¬ 
turns,  and  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  again  include  these  statistics. 


BIRTHS. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  that  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  births 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  6,142  being  registered  in  1913  as  against  5,980  in  1912;  an  in¬ 
crease  of  162.  The  increase  was  more  marked  in  the  Urban  Districts  where  it  was  135,  compared 
with  an  increase  of  27  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  Birth-rate  corresponded  to  21.15  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population;  in  the  Urban  Dis¬ 
tricts  the  mean  rate  was  21.30  and  for  the  Rural  Districts  21.02.  The  County  Rate  is  the  lowest 
on  record  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1912. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  Birth-rates  for  the  whole  Administrative  County  and 
the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  for  the  years  1901-1913,  to¬ 
gether  with  (for  the  purpose  of  comparison)  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
for  the  large  towns  in  England:  — 


DISTRICTS. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1905 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Administrative  County 

25.93 

25.50 

25.91 

25.05 

25.59 

25.15 

25.16 

25.67 

23.55 

22.19 

21.57 

20.75 

21.15 

Urban  Districts . 

2S.75 

25.67 

25.85 

25.95 

25.61 

25.72 

25.21 

25.16 

27.77 

21.61 

20.87 

20.57 

21.30 

Rural  Districts . 

25.35 

25.20 

25.25 

25.37 

25.39 

25.50 

25.12 

25.09 

23.99 

22.65 

22.10 

20.90 

21.02 

England  and  Wales  ... 

28.5 

28.5 

28.5 

27.9 

27.2 

27.0 

26.3 

26.5 

25.6 

25.8 

25.5 

23.8 

23.9 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  decline  of  the  Birth-rate  in  Wilts  between  the  years  1901  and  1913 
was  3.78  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  that  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  was  4.6 
per  1,000,  which  shows  that  although  the  Birth-rate  of  Wilts  is  lower  than  that  of  England  and 
Wales  our  Birth-rate  is  declining  more  slowly  than  the  national  rate. 
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The  following  summary  shows  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  arranged  in  the  order  of  their 
Birth-rates :  — 


Urban  Districts. 


Per  1 ,00(3  of 

Per  1,000  of 

Estimated  Population. 

Estimated  Population 

Melksham  ... 

...  25.99 

Devizes 

...  17.54 

Trowbridge... 

...  23.81 

Caine 

...  17.42 

Swindon 

...  23.39 

Chippenham 

...  17.27 

Bradford-on-Avon  ... 

...  21.18 

Malmesbury 

...  17.12 

Salisbury  ... 

...  20.91 

Warminster 

...  15.32 

Westbury  ... 

...  20.10 

Marlborough 

...  14.50 

Wilton 

...  18.50 

Rural  Districts. 

Per  1,000  of 

Per  1,000  of 

Estimated  Population. 

Estimated  Population 

Marlborough 

...  26.28 

Malmesbury 

...  20.26 

Pewsey 

...  24.78 

Tisbury 

...  19.05 

Amesbury  ... 

...  23.86 

Devizes 

...  18.95 

Cricklade, 

...  23.50 

Warminster 

...  18.80 

Melksham 

...  23.46 

Caine 

...  18.70 

Wilton 

...  23.03 

Tetbury 

...  18.61 

Highworth 

...  21.61 

Chippenham 

...  18.34 

Westbury, 

...  21.61 

Bradford-on-Avon 

...  18.23 

Ramsbury  ... 

...  20.89 

Mere 

...  15.02 

Salisbury  ... 

...  20.28 

Of  the  Urban  Districts  Melksham  alone  exceeds  the  uncorrected  Birth-rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  although  Swindon  is  in  close  proximity  to  it.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  Marlborough  and 
Pewsey  exceed  the  England  and  Wales  rate,  and  it  is  closely  approached  by  Amesbury,  Cricldade, 
Melksham,  and  Wilton. 

As  I  have  before  observed,  the  method  of  calculating  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  not  the 
most  satisfactory  manner  of  calculating  the  Birth-rate;  the  more  satisfactory  way  would  be  to  calcu¬ 
late  per  1,000  of  child-bearing  women  between  the  ages  of  15-45,  but  this  information  is  only  avail¬ 
able  when  the  Census  Volumes  are  published. 


DEATHS. 

The  crude  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  3,482,  but  this  number  has  to  be 
corrected  by  the  addition  of  369  deaths  of  residents  whose  deaths  occurred  outside  the  County  and 
the  deduction  of  375  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  within  the  County,  making  the  nett  number 
of  deaths  3,476.  179  more  deaths  were  recorded  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  natural  increase 

of  population  during  the  year,  i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  2,666,  a  slight  decrease  com¬ 
pared  with  1912. 

The  nett  death-rate  for  the  County  was  11.96  compared  with  11.42  in  1912;  the  Combined 
Urban  Rate  being  12.52  and  the  Combined  Rural  Rate  11.53  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The 
diversity  in  the  death-rates  was  not  so  marked  as  usual  in  the  Urban  Districts,  the  variation  being 
from  11.13  in  Bradford-on-Avon  to  15.60  in  Malmesbury.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  however,  the 
range  was  much  wider  varying  from  7.37  in  the  Amesbury  District  to  15.95  in  the  small  Tetbury 
District. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  average  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  County, 
the  Combined  Urban  and  llural  Districts,  together  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  rate  for  the  smaller  towns,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  England  and  Wales:  — 


DISTRICTS. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Administrative  County 

14.12 

14.64 

13.37 

14.36 

14.01 

14.05 

14.01 

13.30 

13.23 

11.73 

12.33 

11.43 

11.96 

Urban  Districts 

13.54 

13.15 

12.11 

13.13 

13.76 

13.67 

13.45 

12.20 

11.85 

11.70 

12.22 

10.93 

12.52 

Rural  Districts 

14.53 

15.73 

14.31 

15.28 

14.22 

14.36 

14.58 

14.20 

14.35 

11.76 

12.41 

11.82 

11.53 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16.9 

16.2 

15.4 

16.2 

15.2 

15.4 

15.0 

14.7 

14.5 

13.4 

14.6 

13.0 

13.4 

145  Town  Districts  in 
England 

18.6 

17.4 

16.3 

17.2 

15.7 

15.9 

15.4 

14.9 

14.7 

13.4 

14.4 

12.6 

13.0 

England  and  Wales 
minus  large  towns 

15.7 

15.3 

14.8 

15.3 

14.9 

15.1 

14.7 

14.7 

14.5 

13.8 

13.1 

11.9 

12.1 

This  table  shows  that  the  Death-rate  for  the  whole  County  compares  very  favourably  with  that 
of  England  and  Wales.  The  same  remark  applies  to  a  comparison  between  our  Combined  Urban 
Districts  and  the  145  smaller  towns  in  England;  the  rate  for  our  Combined  Rural  Districts  is 
slightly  lower  than  the  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales. 

Since  the  year  1901  the  death-rate  for  the  County  has  fallen  2.16  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
whilst  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period  has  dropped  2.3  per  1,000.  As  our 
Death-rate  is  diminishing  and  not  increasing,  we  have  not  so  much  cause  for  alarm  as  some  other 
Counties  where  the  Death-rate  has  an  upward  tendency  and  a  declining  Birth-rate. 


I  have  arranged  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  in  their  order  with  respect  to  their  Death-rates, 
and  they  stand  as  follows:  — 


Urban  Districts 


Bradford-on- Avon 

Per  1,000  of 
Estimated  Population 

...  11.13 

Melksham 

...  11.44 

Devizes 

...  11.79 

Swindon 

...  12.08 

Warminster 

...  12.22 

Marlborough 

...  12.27 

Chippenham 

...  12.44 

Amesbury 

Rural 

Per  1,000  of 
Estimated  Population 

7.37 

Tisbury 

...  10.35 

Devizes 

...  10.68 

Chippenham 

...  10.92 

Salisbury  ... 

...  11.01 

Bradford-on-Avon  ... 

...  11.35 

Mere 

...  11.51 

Warminster 

...  11.68 

Marlborough  ...  ' 

...  11.93 

Malmesbury 

...  12.00 

Per  1,000  of 
Estimated  Population. 


Salisbury  ...  ...  ...  12.50 

Westbury  ...  ...  ...  12.64 

Caine  ...  ...  ...  13.77 

Trowbridge  ...  ...  14.47 

Wilton  ...  ...  ...  15.18 

Malmesbury  ...  ...  15.60 


Per  1,000  of 
Estimated  Population. 


Melksham  ...  ...  12.02 

Ramsbury  ...  ...  12.06 

Wilton  ...  ...  ...  12.06 

Pewsey  ...  ...  ...  12.25 

Cricklade,  ...  ...  12.80 

Westbury,  ..  ...  13.05 

Highworth  ...  ...  13.06 

Caine  ...  ...  ...  13.48 

Tetbury  ...  ...  ...  15. 95 
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It  will  be  seen  that  Caine,  Trowbridge,  Wilton,  and  Malmesbury  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and 
Caine  and  Tetbury  in  the  Rural  Districts  exceed  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  Further  com¬ 
parison  shows  that  Caine,  Trowbridge,  Wilton,  and  Malmesbury  exceed  the  rate  for  the  145 
smaller  towns  in  England,  whilst  in  the  Rural  Districts  Pewsey,  Cricldade,  Westbury,  Highworth, 
Caine,  and  Tetbury  exceed  the  mean  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales. 


AGE  MORTALITY. 

The  following  table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  at  the  stated  age  periods,  and  the  percen¬ 
tage  of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  with  the  same  information  for  the  year  1912  for  purposes  of 
comparison.  This  shows  that  infantile  death-rates  are  on  the  up  grade,  whilst  the  adult  rate  is 
declining:  — 


County  of  Wilts. 


Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 

Dea 

ths. 

1912 

1913 

1912 

1913 

Deaths  under  1  year 

388 

436 

11.73 

12.53 

1  and  under  2 

83 

124 

2.51 

3.56 

2  and  under  5 

70 

121 

2.11 

3.47 

Under  5 

541 

681 

16.36 

19.58 

5  and  under  15 

103 

117 

3.11 

3.36 

15  and  under  25 

94 

132 

2.84 

3.79 

25  and  under  45 

347 

321 

10.49 

9.22 

45  and  under  65 

696 

700 

21.05 

20.12 

65  and  upwards 

1525 

1527 

46.12 

43.90 

Deaths  at  all  ages 

3306 

3478 

Combined  Urban  Districts. 


Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 

Dea 

ths. 

1912 

1913 

1912 

1913 

Deaths  under  1  year 

1  175 

214 

12.70 

13.40 

1  and  under  2 

45 

57 

3.26 

3.57 

2  and  under  5 

37 

70 

2.68 

4.38 

Under  5 

257 

341 

18.66 

21.36 

5  and  under  15 

51 

56 

3.70 

3.50 

15  and  under  25 

46 

70 

3.34 

4.38 

25  and  under  45 

153 

165 

11.11 

10.33 

45  and  under  65 

310 

336 

22.51 

21.08 

65  and  upwards 

560 

628 

40.66 

39.34 

Deaths  at  all  ages 

1377 

1596 

9 


Combined  Rural  Districts. 


Age  Period. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Percentage  of  Total 

Dea 

ths. 

1912 

1913 

1912 

1913 

Deaths  under  1  year 

213 

222 

11.04 

11.79 

1  and  under  2 

38 

67 

1.96 

3.56 

2  and  under  5 

33 

51 

1.71 

2.70 

Under  5 

284 

340 

14.72 

18.06 

5  and  under  15 

52 

61 

2.69 

3.24 

15  and  under  25 

48 

62 

2.48 

3.29 

25  arid  under  45 

194 

156 

10.05 

8.28 

45  and  under  65 

386 

364 

20.01 

19.34 

65  and  upwards 

965 

899 

50.02 

47.76 

Deaths  at  all  ages 

1929 

1882 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

I  have  to  record  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  viz., 
427  compared  with  385  in  1912.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  year  1912  was  distinguished  by  a 
cold  wet  summer  inhibiting  the  growth  of  bacterial  life,  whereas  in  1913  the  rainfall  was  consider¬ 
ably  decreased,  no  less  than  a  fall  of  10  inches  in  the  mean  rainfall  throughout  the  year.  A  glance 
at  the  meteorological  table  shows  that  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August,  the  rainfall 
was  very  low  with  the  consequent  increase  of  diarrhceal  diseases. 


I  would  like  to  draw  special  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  Reports 
of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  give  very  little  evidence  of  attention  being  paid  to  this  highly 
important  subject,  and  there  appears  to  be  a  want  of  effort  with  regard  to  the  investigation  of  the 
causes  of  excessive  mortality  in  certain  localities. 


The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  was  practically  identical,  viz., 
Urban  214  and  Rural  213.  Compared  with  the  previous  year  the  increases  in  the  Urban  Districts 
were  as  follows: — Marlborough  3,  Melksham  5,  Salisbury  9,  Swindon  14,  Trowbridge  16,  and 
Warminster  8;  whilst  the  following  districts  showed  decreases,  viz.,  Bradford-on-Avon  4,  Caine  2, 
Chippenham,  Westbury  and  Wilton  3  each,  and  Devizes  and  Malmesbury  had  the  same  number  of 
deaths  as  in  the  previous  year,  viz.,  11  and  2  respectively.  In  the  Rural  Districts  increases  took 
place  at  Caine  2,  Cricklade  12,  Devizes  2,  Highworth  4,  Malmesbury  15,  Melksham  1,  Tisbury  5, 
Warminster  3;  whilst  decreases  occurred  at  Amesbury  12,  Bradford-on-Avon  3,  Chippenham  8, 
Mere  2,  Pewsey  6,  Ramsbury  5,  Salisbury  1,  Westbury  4,  Wilton  5,  and  Tetbury  1,  and  Marl¬ 
borough  had  8  deaths  as  in  the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  various  causes  of  death  at  stated  age  periods  during  the  year: 

COMBINED  URBAN  DISTRICTS  OF  WILTSHIRE. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

I  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

1/3 

r*5 

<V 

<v 

£ 

v> 

C/3 

<u 

03 

£ 

rt- 

CO 

Total 

under 

r  Month 

1-3  Months 

3-6  Months 

6-9  Months 

9-12 

Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  Year. 

Small-pox 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Chicken-pox 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

... 

... 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

Measles 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

3 

]  Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  .  » 

•  •  • 

l  Whooping  Cough  ... 

.  .  . 

•  •  * 

... 

.  .  . 

i 

1 

1 

3 

/  Diarrhoea  ... 

•  0  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

2 

\  Enteritis  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

12 

(  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

.  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  »  . 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

l  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

(  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

36 

4 

4 

2 

46 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

50 

Premature  Birth 

28 

2 

1 

2 

33 

8 

•  • . 

... 

41 

Atrophy,  Debility,  &  Marasmus 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

5 

4 

1  2 

i 

1 

13 

Atelectasis 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  • . 

1 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

3 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

. .  . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

• .  . 

3 

Erysipelas  ... 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Syphilis 

... 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

. . . 

•  .  . 

• .  . 

Pickets 

•  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  . . 

• .  • 

•  • . 

1 

.  . . 

1 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  • . 

.  . . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Convulsions 

2 

•  •  . 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

8 

Gastritis 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

1 

1 

. .  • 

1 

3 

1 

6 

Laryngitis 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  . . 

. . . 

. . . 

• .  • 

•  •  • 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

3 

2 

2 

1 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  .  . 

•  .  • 

1  1 

•  •  . 

1 

4 

9 

6 

11 

31 

Suffocation,  overlying 

•  . . 

•  .  • 

... 

.  .  . 

•  • . 

1 

•  •  • 

1  1 

.  . . 

2 

Other  Causes 

5 

. . . 

1 

2 

8 

4 

2 

i  2 

1  1 

17 

Totals 

79 

11 

10 

10 

110 

33 

26 

23 

22 

214  | 

COMBINED  RURAL  DISTRICTS  OF  WILTSHIRE. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


r  Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
J  Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Whooping  Cough 
(  Diarrhoea  ... 

\  Enteritis  ... 

/  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
|  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
x  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 
(  Congenital  Malformations 
j  Premature  Birth 
(  Atrophy,  Debility,  &  Marasmus 
Atelectasis 
Injury  at  Birth 
Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

Pickets 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

Convulsions 

Gastritis 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  Causes 

Totals 


>-i  <3J 
<V  0) 

G  ^ 
£  ^ 


11 

39 

13 

1 

4 


1 

1 


1 

7 


C/3 

r*i 

<u 
I u 


Cd 


2 

5 

3 


C/3 

1> 

0) 


CO 

I 

N 
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4 

3 


C/3 

<u 

d) 
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CO 


1 

1 

2 


79 


14 


13 


6 


Total 

under 

I  Month 

1-3  Months 

3-6  Months 

6-9  Months 

9-12 

Months 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

... 

2 

4 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  '  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

... 

i 

7 

1 

3 

. . . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  • « 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

16 

2 

... 

1 

1 

49 

4 

... 

1 

21 

3 

4 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4 

... 

... 

... 

1  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1  - 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

... 

5 

. , . 

i  - 

6 

3 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

I  .- 

2 

4 

3 

5 

7 

1 

4 

3 

5 

1 

.  „  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

... 

9 

4 

2 

2 

1  2 

112 

34 

24 

23 

20 

Total 
Deaths 
under 
I  Year 


2 

3 
12 

”2 

1 

20 

54 

29 

1 

4 


5 

18 

3 

1 

21 

14 

16 


213 
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The  chief  causes  of  Infantile  Mortality  are  Congenital  Malformation,  Prematurity  of  Birth, 
and  Atrophy  and  Debility.  Of  the  427  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  County  no 
less  than  207  or  48.48  per  cent,  were  attributable  to  these  causes.  The  conditions  giving  rise  to 
prematurity  and  debility  are  to  a  very  large  extent  preventable.  They  are  due  to  ignorance  on  the 
part  of  parents,  to  poverty  entailing  hard  work  during  pregnancy,  and  to  insanitary  surroundings. 
The  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  would  undoubtedly  lead  to  a  reduction  in  our  Infan¬ 
tile  Death-rate  as  we  should  then  receive  notifications  of  births  within  a  short  time  of  their  occur¬ 
rence  and  practicable  and  valuable  assistance  rendered  to  mothers  and  children.  The  adoption  of 
this  Act  is  worthy  of  the  most  serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  County  Council. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Death-rate  for  the  County  as  a  whole,  the  Urban  and 
Bural  Districts,  and  for  purposes  of  comparison  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales:  — 


Districts. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

19041 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Administrative  County  ... 

93.70 

97.23 

85.63 

95.99 

84.92 

33.30 

77.74 

76.91 

76.91 

68.79 

82.41 

64.54 

69.52 

Urban  Districts 

106.80 

93.63 

89.27 

100.32 

94.61 

86.44 

81.45 

91.07 

75.29 

77.06 

93.41 

67.82 

78.82 

Rural  Districts 

83.80 

99.89 

82.76 

32.52 

77.19 

80.09 

74.03 

65.11 

76.08 

62.43 

74.38 

62.05 

62.15 

England  and  Wales 

151.0 

_ 

133.0 

132.0 

146.0 

128.0 

_ 1 

133.0 

118.0 

121.0 

109.0 

106.0 

130.0 

95.0 

109.0 

It  will  be  readily  seen  how  very  favourably  the  rate  for  the  County  compares  with  that  of 
England  and  Wales.  Indeed,  Wilts  holds  a  most  enviable  position  with  regard  to  its  Infantile 
Mortality. 

The  following  shows  the  various  districts  arranged  according  to  their  Infantile  Death-rates:  — 


Urban  Districts. 


Bradford-on-Avon  ... 

...  0.00 

Marlborough 

...  76.92 

Westbury 

...  14.28 

Caine 

...  80.64 

Wilton 

...  25.54 

Swindon 

...  87.27 

Chippenham 

...  82.25 

Devizes 

...  92.43 

Malmesbury 

...  44.44 

Trowbridge 

...  109.54 

Salisbury 

...  69.19 

Warminster 

...  130.95 

Melksham 

...  71.42 

Rural  Districts. 


Bradford-on-Avon 

...  10.20 

Salisbury  ... 

...  62.50 

Mere 

...  12.98 

Marlborough 

...  67.22 

Chippenham 

...  38.69 

Tisbury 

...  73.32 

Amesbury 

...  43.63 

Devizes 

...  74.07 

Warminster 

...  45.04 

Highworth 

...  85.59 

Wilton 

...  47.61 

Caine 

...  « 

...  93.02 

Westbury 

...  48.61 

Cricklade 

...  93.68 

Melksham 

...  50.42 

Malmesbury 

...  100.52 

Ramsbury 

...  53.69 

Tetbury 

...  142.85 

Pewsey 

...  61.76 

12 


The  Infantile  Death-rate  for  the  smaller  town  districts  of  England  is  112  per  thousand  births, 
so  it  will  be  seen  that  Warminster  alone  exceeds  this  rate  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County. 
The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  is  96  per  1,000,  showing  that  Malmesbury  and  Tetbury 
alone  exceed  this  figure. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  February, 
1918,  making  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  compulsorily  notifiable.  I  give  a  short  precis  of  the 
Regulations. 

These  regulations  consolidate  and  amend  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1908-1911,  and  apply 
to  non-pulmonary  as  well  as  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Every  medical  practitioner  (unless  act¬ 
ing  as  a  School  Medical  Inspector) ,  attending,  or  called  in  to  visit  any  person  (whether  at  an 
Institution  or  otherwise),  must  within  48  hours  after  first  becoming  aware  that  such  person  is 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  make,  sign  and  transmit  a  notification  of  the  case  in  the  prescribed 
form  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District  within  which  the  place  of  residence  of  the 
person  is  situate  at  the  date  of  notification.  He  need  not  notify  a  case  if  he  has  reasonable 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  case  has  already  been  notified,  either  under  these  regulations  or 
under  the  previous  ones. 

A  notification  given  in  respect  of  an  in-patient  at  an  Institution  must  be  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  District  within  which  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  the  person  is  situate. 

School  Medical  Inspectors  must,  at  the  end  of  each  week,  send  a  notification,  in  the  prescribed 
form,  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  which  they  have  first  become  aware  in  the  course  of  inspec¬ 
tions  made  by  them  during  the  week  of  children  attending  Public  Elementary  Schools,  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  District  within  which  the  places  of  residence  of  the  children  are 
situate.  Where  the  places  of  residence  are  situate  in  more  than  one  district  separate  notifications 
are  necessary.  Medical  Officers  of  a  Poor  Law  Institution  or  of  a  Sanatorium  must  make  weekly 
notifications  in  the  prescribed  forms  of  all  cases  admitted  or  discharged  (other  than  cases  trans¬ 
ferred  to  a  Poor  Law  Institution  or  Sanatorium)  during  the  week  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  District  within  which  the  places  of  residence  or  destination,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the 
persons  notified  are  situate.  Notification  is  to  be  made  on  the  strength  of  evidence  other  than  that 
derived  solely  from  tuberculin  tests.  Every  notification  must  be  enclosed  in  a  sealed  envelope, 
and  is  to  be  regarded  as  confidential. 

The  remuneration  to  be  paid  to  medical  practitioners  is  set  out  in  a  schedule  to  the  regulations. 
Every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  send  to  the  appropriate  District  all  notifications  erroneously 
addressed  to  him,  and  inform  the  notifying  practitioner  that  he  has  done  so.  He  must  keep  a  re¬ 
gister  containing  the  full  particulars  set  out  in  each  notification  received  by  him,  and  must  send 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  after  the  end  of  each  week  a  statement  of  all 
notifications  received  during  the  week. 

Nothing  in  the  regulations  applies  to  or  imposes  any  duty  upon  any  medical  practitioner  acting 
in  his  capacity  as:  Medical  Officer  of  one  of  H.M.  Prisons,  of  a  Borstal  Institution,  a  Certified 
Reformatory  or  Industrial  School,  a  State  or  Certified  Inebriate  Reformatory,  or  a  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylum,  Medical  Examiner  of  candidates  for  some  office  or  appointment,  or  on  behalf  of 
an  Insurance  Company  of  a  person  proposing  to  insure  his  life  at  the  risk  of  that  Company,  or  of 
the  passengers  and  crew  of  an  emigrant  ship,  Certifying  or  appointed  surgeon  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Acts. 

No  notification  need  be  sent  in  respect  of  any  inmate  of  any  building,  ship,  shed,  etc.,  belong¬ 
ing  to  H.M.  the  King. 

Nothing  in  the  regulations  authorises  or  requires  any  Authority,  person,  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  put  in  force  any  enactment  which  renders  the  person,  or  any  one  in  charge  of  the  person,  or 


any  other  person  liable  to  a  penalty  or  subjects  the  person  to  any  restriction,  prohibition  or  dis¬ 
ability  affecting  himself,  or  his  employment,  occupation,  or  means  of  livelihood,  on  the  ground  of 
his  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

“  Institution  ”  means  a  Hospital  (including  a  Lunatic  Asylum),  Poor  Law  Institution,  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Dispensary,  or  a  Sanatorium.  “  Poor  Law  Institution  ”  means  a  Workhouse,  Workhouse 
Infirmary,  or  other  building  subject  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  a  Poor  Law  Union  or  of  a  Joint 
Committee,  or  an  Asylum  (not  being  a  Lunatic  Asylum)  or  a  school  to  the  Government  of  a  Board 
of  Managers. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  from  each  district  in  the  County  during  the  year  according  to  the  annual  returns  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health:  — 

Urban  Districts. 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Bradford-on-Avon 

...  4 

2 

Salisbury 

...  28 

15 

Caine 

...  3 

1 

Swindon  . . . 

...  135 

84 

Chippenham 

...  13 

2 

Trowbridge 

10 

5 

Devizes 

...  7 

1 

Warminster 

4 

— 

Malmesbury 

...  3 

4 

Westbury 

2 

3 

Marlborough 

...  2 

1 

Wilton 

3 

4 

Melksham 

...  2 

1 

Total 

...  216 

123 

Rural  Districts. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

Amesbury 

...  8 

— 

Mere 

4 

— 

Bradford-on-Avon 

...  2 

4 

Pewsey 

9 

3 

Caine 

...  11 

— 

Ramsbury 

8 

— 

Chippenham 

...  31 

2 

Salisbury 

7 

1 

Cricklade 

...  11 

— 

Tetbury 

— 

— 

Devizes 

...  7 

— 

Tisbury 

7 

— 

High  worth 

...  28 

9 

Warminster 

3 

— 

Malmesbury 

...  6 

9 

Westbury 

5 

— 

Marlborough 

...  5 

— 

Wilton 

9 

7 

Total 

...  166 

35 

Of  the  882  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  in  the  County,  Swindon  had  185  or  35.8 
per  cent.,  and  of  the  158  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  84  cases  or  53.1  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Four  cases, of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  were  re¬ 
corded  in  the  following  districts,  viz.,  Swindon  Urban  2,  and  Malmesbury  and  Wilton  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts  one  each. 

47  cases  occurred  in  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years,  and  were  distributed  as  fol¬ 
lows: — Urban  Districts,  Chippenham  2,  Salisbury  1,  Swindon  28,  and  Warminster,  Westbury  and 
Wilton  1  each;  in  the  Rural  Districts  Amesbury,  Bradford-on-Avon,  Marlborough  and  Caine  had 
1  case  each,  Chippenham  4,  and  Wilton  3. 

The  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  tubercular  affections  in  the  aggregate  amounted  to  260,  of 
which  the  Urban  Districts  accounted  for  149  and  the  Rural  Districts  111.  Of  this  number  194 
were  attributable  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  119  deaths  occurring  in  the  Urban  and  75  in  the 
Rural  Districts.  Swindon  accounted  for  66  or  55.4  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  in  the  Urban  Districts. 
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This  year  an  increase  in  the  Urban  and  a  considerable  fall  in  the  Rural  Districts  has  to  be  noted. 
One  would  naturally  expect  more  deaths  from  Phthisis  in  Urban  Districts  with  their  alleys,  courts, 
and  back  to  back  houses,  and  the  consequent  vitiation  of  the  atmosphere  together  with  the  lack  of 
through  ventilation. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Phthisis  Death-rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  County,  the  Combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  for  England  and  Wales  since  1901: 


AREAS. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

246 

216 

210 

252 

228 

235 

220 

228 

216 

198 

229 

201 

194 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

.89 

.79 

.76 

.91 

.829 

.85 

.79 

.82 

.77 

.69 

.79 

.69 

.66 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

95 

95 

92 

121 

107 

109 

122 

125 

90 

99 

122 

97 

119 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

.81 

.82 

.79 

1.02 

.88 

.90 

.99 

1.00 

.71 

.79 

.97 

.76 

.93 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

151 

121 

118 

131 

121 

126 

98 

103 

126 

99 

107 

104 

75 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

.95 

.76 

.75 

.83 

.78 

.82 

.64 

.67 

.82 

.61 

.66 

.64 

.46 

England  &  Wales 

Rate  per  1000 

1.264 

1.233 

1.203 

1.236 

1.140 

1.150 

1.14 

1.11 

1.08 

1.01 

1.06 
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I  have  prepared  the  following  Tables,  showing  the  deaths  from  Phthisis  and  the  various  forms 
of  Tubercular  Disease  at  different  age  periods  for  the  Urban  and  Kural  Districts,  and  for  the 
County  as  a  whole:  — 


DISTRICTS. 

Diseases. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

year. 

i 

1  and 
under 

2 

2  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

County  of  Wilts 

Phthisis 

194 

... 

2 

2 

7 

30 

84 

53 

16 

Other  Tubercular 

66 

7 

6 

7 

11 

15 

12 

6 

2 

Urban  Districts 

Phthisis 

119 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

5 

21 

54 

30 

7 

Other  Tubercular 

30 

4 

3 

6 

7 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Rural  Districts 

Phthisis 

75 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

30 

23 

9 

Other  Tubercular 

36 

3 

3 

1 

4 

10 

7 

6 

2 

Bradford-on- Avon  ... 

Phthisis 

5 

... 

1 

1 

2 

•  . . 

... 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

... 

... 

-  ■  - 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Caine  . 

Phthisis 

2 

... 

•  .  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  . 

Chippenham 

Phthisis 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

Other  Tubercular 

2 

• . . 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Devizes  . 

Phthisis 

2 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

— 

... 

... 

• 

Malmesbury 

Phthisis 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Marlborough 

Melksham  . 

Phthisis 

4 

... 

... 

... 

•  .  • 

... 

... 

3 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

... 

... 

— 

•  •  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Phthisis 

1 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

Salisbury  . 

Swindon  . 

Trowbridge 

Warminster 

Westbury  . 

Wilton  ••• 

Phthisis 

22 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

3 

10 

8 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

Phthisis 

66 

... 

1 

... 

4 

9 

35 

15 

2 

Other  Tubercular 

13 

2 

1 

2 

4 

3 

1 

... 

• .  • 

Phthisis 

10 

... 

... 

... 

3 

5 

... 

2 

Other  Tubercular 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

Phthisis 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1  - 

... 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

Phthisis 

i 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4  4  4 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

... 

•  #  * 

i 

... 

... 

*  *  * 

Phthisis 

2 

... 

1 

1 

1 

•  ♦  * 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

l 

% 
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DISTRICTS. 

Diseases. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

year. 

1  and 
under 
2 

2  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

Amesbury  . 

Phthisis 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

3 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Bradford-on-Avon  ... 

Phthisis 

3 

*  *  * 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

— 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Caine  . 

Phthisis 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

_ 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Chippenham 

Phthisis 

8 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

2 

'  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

Cricklade  . 

Phthisis 

8 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

4 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

6 

i 

... 

2 

1 

... 

2 

•V 

Devizes  . 

Phthisis 

5 

•  •  • 

...  k 

... 

... 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

— 

•• 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Highworth 

Phthisis 

9 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

2 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

2 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

•••. 

•  •  • 

Malmesbury 

Phthisis 

. 

7 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

2 

3 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Marlborough 

Phthisis 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

- 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

Mclksham 

Phthisis 

1 

... 

•  •  » 

... 

•  .  • 

. 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

! 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

Mere  . 

Phthisis 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

... 

.  .  . 

_ 

»  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Pewsey  . 

Phthisis 

4 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 
— 

6 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

2 

— 

... 

•  •  • 

Ramsbury  . 

Phthisis 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Salisbury  . 

Phthisis 

5 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Tetbury  . 

Phthisis 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  » 

... 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

m  m  m 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Tisbury  . 

Phthisis 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

•  •  * 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

Warminster 

r 

Phthisis 

3 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

1 

... 

Other  Tubercular 
_ 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

Westbury  . 

Phthisis 

5 

*  »  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  »  * 

2 

1 

2 

Other  Tubercular 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

*  »  « 

1 

Wilton  . 

Phthisis 

8 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Other  Tubercular 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

0 
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Deaths  Recorded  from  Phthisis  Since  1901. 


Administrative 

Death-rate 

Urban  Districts. 

Rural  Districts. 

County. 

in 

Year. 

England  and 
Wales. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Rate. 

1901 

95 

0.99 

151 

0.91 

246 

0.94 

1.26 

1902 

95 

0.82 

121 

0.76 

216 

0.79 

1.23 

1903 

92 

0.79 

118 

0.75 

210 

0.76 

1.20 

1904 

121 

1.02 

131 

0.83 

252 

0.91 

1.24 

1905 

107 

0.88 

121 

0.78 

228 

0.82 

1.14 

1906 

109 

0.88 

126 

0.82 

235 

0.85 

1.15 

1907 

122 

0.98 

98 

0.64 

220 

0.79 

1.14 

1908 

125 

1.00 

103 

0.67 

228 

0.82 

1.11 

1909 

89 

0.71 

126 

0.82 

215 

0.77 

1.08 

1910 

99 

0.79 

99 

0.61 

198 

0.69 

1.01 

1911 

122 

0.97 

107 

0.65 

229 

0.89 

1.06 

Average 

1901-1911 

. . . 

107 

0.89 

118 

0.75 

225 

0.71 

1.14 

1912 

97 

0.76 

104 

0.64 

201 

0.69 

•  •  • 

1913 

•  •  • 

119 

0.93 

75 

0.46 

194 

0.66 

... 

The  following  are  the  comments  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  various  districts  with 
regard  to  the  prevalence  and  control  of  Tuberculosis. 


Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on- Avon. — Only  six  cases  of  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year: 
4  were  Phthisis,  three  males  and  one  female;  three  of  these  ended  fatally.  The  two  remaining  cases 
were  Tuberculosis  of  the  hip  in  a  boy  of  eight;  and  of  the  right  femur  in  a  girl  of  twenty.  Dispen¬ 
sary  and  Sanatorium  treatment  have  been  provided,  but  there  is  need  for  some  institution  where 
hopeless  cases  could  be  sent,  a  home  where  they  would  be  comfortably  looked  after  and  their  re¬ 
maining  days  made  as  comfortable  as  their  disease  would  allow.  No  wards  are  set  aside  for  this 
disease  in  the  Workhouse,  and  were  there  room  to  do  so,  which  there  is  not,  the  place  is  not  suit¬ 
able,  being  much  too  low,  only  30ft.  above  the  river,  and  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  valley  (the 
south).  In  addition  to  this  the  mere  fact  of  it  being  part  of  the  Workhouse  would  raise  up  opposi¬ 
tion  amongst  the  very  people  it  is  wished  to  help.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Clinical 
Research  Association  for  the  examination  of  sputa,  etc. 

Calne. — Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  case  of  Tubercular  Joint  Disease 
have  been  notified.  One  of  these  cases  was  not  a  permanent  resident  and  almost  immediately 
left  the  town.  The  other  two  cases  are  at  present  well.  The  joint  disease  case  came  to  reside  in 
the  town,  and  had  the  disease  on  arrival. 

Each  case  on  being  notified  is  visited  and  steps  are  taken  to  isolate  them  as  far  as  possible, 
and  also  enable  them  to  deal  with  their  sputum  by  supplying  them  with  proper  vessels.  No  subse¬ 
quent  visits  are  made  as  a  rule.  In  all  cases  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  is  sought,  and  every  case  is  further  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In 
cases  of  death  the  rooms  used  by  the  patients  are  thoroughly  cleansed.  The  paper  is  removed,  the 
room  is  whitewashed,  and  then  subjected  to  disinfection.  The  infected  clothing  and  bedding  is 
destroyed,  compensation  being  paid  for  such  destruction  where  it  is  necessary. 
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Chippenham. — During  the  year  15  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified.  These  cases  have 
been  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  County  Council  has  arranged  a 
scheme  for  the  treatment  of  insured  and  uninsured  persons  in  the  County,  with  the  necessary  Dis¬ 
pensaries,  sanatoria  beds,  and  beds  for  advanced  cases.  The  final  details  have  not  yet  been  com¬ 
pletely  settled. 

Devizes. — Eight  fresh  cases  of  Tuberculosis , have  been  notified  during  the  year.  One  went 
abroad  a  fortnight  after  notification,  one  received  sanatorium  treatment  at  Winsley,  one  at  a  Hos¬ 
pital,  two  private  sanatorium  treatment,  and  the  others  were  under  the  observation  of  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Malmesbury. — Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these 
one  died.  At  the  close  of  the  year  only  two  cases  were  within  your  district.  Considering  the  size 
of  the  town  this  is  satisfactory.  Four  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  Of 
these  two  came  under  the  National  Insurance  Act,  and  were  treated  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
at  Swindon.  Both  have  recovered.  The  third  is  on  the  road  to  recovery,  and  the  fourth,  a  case  of 
tuberculosis  of  the  brain,  died.  The  low  number  of  notifications  is  satisfactory. 

Marlborough. — Three  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  of  these  two  were  pulmonary.  Of 
those  previously  notified,  three  died  during  the  year.  These  deaths  being  immediately  reported 
to  me  by  the  Registrar,  I  am  enabled  to  take  steps  for  the  disinfection  of  the  premises,  etc. 

Melksham. — Only  three  cases  were  notified.  Of  this  number,  1  recovered,  1  died  two  days 
after  notification,  and  1  removed  from  the  district.  Strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  Wilts 
Insurance  Committee  and  the  County  Council  to  combat  the  disease. 

Salisbury. — 43  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  28  being  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Every 
case  notified  whose  residence  is  in  the  district  has  been  personally  investigated,  and  particulars 
noted  (this  does  not  include  visiting  of  the  patient  which  was  not  done) ,  this  action  does  not  apply 
to  cases  notified  from  the  Workhouse  Infirmary.  Consultations  are  frequently  held  with  the 
County  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Sputum  flasks  and  paper  handkerchiefs  were  given  where  needed, 
and  printed  as  well  as  verbal  instructions. 

31  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  22  being  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  giving  a  death- 
rate  of  1.4  per  1,000. 

Swindon. — It  will  be  seen  that  229  cases  were  notified,  and  of  these  135  were  pulmonary  and 
84  of  the  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

Every  case  of  Tuberculosis  which  has  been  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
been  entered  in  a  register  provided  for  the  purpose  with  full  particulars  of  each  notification 
received  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations.  All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  visited 
by  the  Medical  Officer,  and  inquiries  have  been  made  and  steps  taken  to  investigate,  and 
so  far  as  is  possible  prevent  the  spread  of  infection,  etc.  Suitable  summaries  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  instruction  respecting  Tuberculosis  have  been  circulated,  and  where  necessary 
suitable  bottles  to  receive  expectoration  have  been  provided.  In  carrying  out  this  work  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  intimately  associated  himself  with  the  Medical  Officer  and  staff  of  the  Wilts 
County  Council’s  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  which  has  been  established  in  the  town.  The  co-opera¬ 
tion  thus  effected  is  most  valuable,  especially  in  the  matter  of  keeping  in  touch  with  the  progress 
of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  I  have  received  most  valuable  assistance  in  this  matter  from  Dr. 
Crossley  and  the  nurse  who  acts  under  his  directions.  Measures  for  cleaning  and  disinfection  are 
undertaken  by  the  officials  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  Corporation  in  conjunction  with  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer.  I  think  it  may  be  said  that  practically  every  case  of  Tuberculosis  notified — 
information  concerning  which  is  also  furnished  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health — has  had  advice,  and  in  many  cases  practical  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer.  The  Sanatorium  treatment  of  suitable  cases  is  also  in  the  hands  of  this  Officer,  who  also 
has  provided  hut  accommodation  when  possible,  for  the  domiciliary  treatment  of  cases.  The  asso- 
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ciation  of  the  officials  of  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  with  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  has 
been  most  valuable,  and  the  practical  results  have  been  shown  to  be  very  encouraging  in  limiting 
the  spread  of  Tuberculosis.  What  is  most  wanted  is  a  Hospital  for  the  reception  of  advanced  cases 
of  Tuberculosis,  for  it  is  the  advanced  cases  which  form  such  dangerous  foci  for  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  Provision  for  such  is  under  consideration  by  the  Wilts  County  Council. 

Trowbridge. — There  have  been  notified  by  practitioners  during  the  year  10  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  3  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  joints,  1  case  of  tuberculosis  of  rib,  one  case  of  tuberculosis 
of  skin.  Six  of  these  cases  have  been  removed  to  Sanatoria  for  treatment. 

All  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  visited  by  myself  unless  I  have  information  that  they  have  already 
been  visited  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  in  every  case  where  death  has  occurred  from  tuberculosis. 

Suspected  sputum  may  be  sent  by  practitioners  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association  for 
examination. 

Warminster. — 4  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  and  2  deaths  were  recorded  from  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis. 

Westbury. — This  district  is  happily  free  from  tuberculosis,  only  two  notifications  of  the  pul¬ 
monary  form  of  this  disease  being  received. 

Wilton. — The  County  Council  have  made  Dispensary  and  Domiciliary  arrangements  for  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  these  are  open  to  all  who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  them, 
whether  they  are  insured  persons  or  not.  Sanatorium  accommodation  is  available  for  insured 
persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  at  King  Edward  VII.  Sanatorium,  Ipswich;  and  Winsley 
Sanatorium.  At  the  Wilton  Union  Workhouse  there  is  one  male  and  one  female  ward  for 
Tuberculosis. 

In  all  doubtful  cases  of  Tuberculosis  the  sputum  has  been  stained,  or  other  tests  applied. 
Seven  cases  were  notified,  three  pulmonary,  and  four  of  other  kinds. 


Rural  Districts. 


Amesbury. — 8  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  These  cases  all 
received  home  treatment,  viz.,  milk,  eggs,  etc.  A  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  has  been  opened  at 
Salisbury  by  the  County  Council,  and  is  available  for  insured  and  uninsured  persons. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — Two  cases  of  Phthisis  were  reported  during  the  year,  a  female  aged  14 
and  a  male  aged  20,  the  latter  has  been  removed  to  Winsley  Sanatorium.  In  addition  4  cases 
of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified,  viz.,  Peritoneum,  Cervical  Vertebrae,  Skin, 
and  Bones  of  wrist.  The  first  three  cases  were  notified  by  the  Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath. 
On  notification  a  visit  is  paid  by  myself.  Where  there  is  a  doubt  as  to  a  case  of  Phthisis,  or 
among  the  dependents  of  a  case,  the  services  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  are  asked  for  and 
freely  given.  As  there  is  a  dispensary  at  Trowbridge  for  this  disease  within  easy  access  of  this 
district,  people  are  able  to  go  there  and  be  examined.  No  accommodation  is  made  in  the  Work- 
house  for  these  cases,  and  as  the  building  lies  very  low  and  is  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  it  is 
better  that  none  should  be  made.  In  case  of  death  or  removals,  all  houses  are  disinfected  with 
Formaldehyde.  Should  removal  take  place  to  another  sanitary  district,  notice  is  sent  to  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health  of  that  area. 

Calne. — 11  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  and  visits  paid  to  all  cases  as  soon  as  possible 
after  notification.  Steps  are  taken  to  isolate  infected  persons  as  far  as  possible  by  day  as  well  as 
by  night,  and  advice  given  as  to  the  disposal  of  sputum,  etc.  No  subsequent  visits  are  paid  un- 
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less  asked  for.  Whenever  possible  steps  are  taken  to  discover  any  contact  cases.  In  all  cases  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  is  obtained,  and  every  case  is  notified  in 
addition  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  case  of  death  the  rooms  used  by  the  patient 
are  thoroughly  cleansed,  the  paper  is  removed  and  burnt,  the  room  is  whitewashed  and  then  sub¬ 
jected  to  formalin  disinfection. 

Chippenham. — 33  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year  A  small  proportion  of 
these  were  treated  privately,  either  at  home  or  abroad.  All  were  notified  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett. — 11  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  figure  is 
satisfactory,  but  cannot  be  considered,  I  am  afraid,  to  represent  the  actual  number  of  new  cases  of 
the  disease  occurring  in  the  district.  Much  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  district  in  connection 
with  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Swindon,  but  I  feel  still  further  advantage  should  be  taken 
of  the  facilities  now  available  for  dealing  with  the  disease.  4  cases  were  granted  Sanatorium  bene¬ 
fit  (domiciliary  with  extra  food) .  1  shelter  was  provided.  2  persons  w^ere  sent  to  a  Sanatorium 

with  excellent  results.  The  patients  have  resumed  work.  10  cases  were  sent  to  the  Dispensary 
for  consultation  with  Dr.  Crossley,  the  County  Tuberculosis  medical  officer,  with  regard  to 
diagnosis. 

8  deaths  occurred  as  the  result  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  5  from  other  tuberculous  disease, 
and  1  from  Tuberculous  Meningitis.  Houses  are  disinfected  after  deaths  of  tuberculous  persons 
residing  in  them  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  The  question  arises  as  to  what  steps  must  be  taken  to 
deal  with  uninsured  persons  suffering  from  the  disease  who  cannot  afford  private  sanatoria  treat¬ 
ment,  and  for  those  for  whom  the  Guardians  are  responsible.  The  matter  has  been  discussed  and 
will  no  doubt  be  shortly  dealt  with  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
build  a  permanent  ward  at  the  Infirmary  for  this  purpose,  as  the  cases  occurring  in  this  District 
alone  are  so  few. 

Devizes. — 7  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 

Highworth. — With  regard  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  the  only  provision  as  yet  made  for  the 
treatment  of  this  disease  is  one  bed  maintained  by  the  Rural  District  Council  at  Winsley  Sana¬ 
torium,  near  Bath.*  I  have  previously  referred  to  the  proposed  arrangement  for  the  treatment  of 
advanced  cases  of  Phthisis. 

* 

The  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  from  the  following  places: — Bishopstone  1,  Chisel- 
don  4,  Highworth  3,  Liddington  1,  Rodbourne  Cheney  5,  Stratton  St.  Margaret  8,  Wroughton  6. 
All  were  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  all  were  notified  to  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer.  Very  great  assistance  is  afforded  by  this  official,  which  is  of  a  most  valuable  nature. 
Personal  visits  are  paid  by  him  and  by  the  nurse  acting  under  his  directions.  He  is  able  to  afford 
domiciliary  benefits  to  insured  cases  and  Sanatorium  treatment  if  it  be  thought  desirable.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  he  cannot  help  the  uninsured  to  the  same  degree.  The  bread  winner  is  the  person 
usually  who  can  claim  assistance,  but  benefits  should  be  obtainable  for  the  insured  and  uninsured 
alike  if  real  progress  is  to  be  made  in  combating  the  disease.  How  is  it  possible  for  a  farm  labourer 
to  afford  out  of  the  pittance  he  earns  weekly,  nursing  and  nourishment  for  his  uninsured  wife  or 
child,  when  they  are  stricken  with  Phthisis.  So  long  as  he  works,  the  Poor  Law  cannot  help  him. 
Were  it  not  for  the  true  charity  of  the  poor  for  their  fellow  poor,  his  case  would  be  helpless  in 
regard  to  the  assistance  he  can  give  to  members  of  his  family  who  are  uninsured,  but  laid  low 
with  consumption.  “  Contacts  ”  are  kept  under  observation,  and  all  houses  where  infection  has 
been,  are  disinfected  and  cleansed. 

Malmesbury. — During  1913  six  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified — a  low  number 
considering  the  size  of  your  district. 

Seven  deaths  from  the  disease  occurred. 


*  Since  transferred  to  the  Wilts  County  Council. 
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There  are  now  only  seven  cases  in  the  whole  of  your  district;  the  rest  have  recovered,  left  the 
district,  or  died. 

Nine  cases  in  all  were  notified;  of  these  six  have  recovered,  and  one  died. 

Marlborough. — There  were  five  cases  of  tubercle  notified  during  the  year.  They  were  all 
visited,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken  as  far  as  possible. 

Melksham. — 5  cases  were  reported;  of  this  number  1  died,  2  were  cured,  and  2  remain  under 
domiciliary  treatment.  The  disease  has  greatly  diminished  in  the  district,  largely  owing  to  better 
housing  and  sanitation,  a  higher  standard  of  living,  and  improved  personal  habits.  Vigorous  action 
is  being  taken  by  the  Wilts  Insurance  Committee  and  the  County  Council.  3  Tuberculosis  Dis¬ 
pensaries  have  been  established  and  a  Tuberculosis  Officer  appointed.  There  are  beds  available  for 
insured  persons  at  Winsley  and  Ipswich  Sanatoria. 

Mere. — During  the  year  four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  reported,  all  from  the  village  of  East 
Knovle.  From  personal  observation  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  district  is,  as  a  rule,  exceptionally 
free  from  the  various  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  The  tables  for  the  last  two  years  show  that  very  few 
deaths  have  occurred  from  this  cause  compared  with  many  localities.  It  is  difficult  to  explain  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease  at  East  Knoyle,  a  village  situated  on  some  of  the  highest  land  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  most  of  it  on  a  subsoil  of  Greensand,  and  therefore  well  drained.  One  case  was  sent  there 
for  her  health,  but  the  other  three  appear  to  have  developed  the  disease  in  the  village.  All  the 
cases  were  visited  and  special  reports  made. 

Pewsey. — Nine  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  reported,  during  the  year,  2  cases  each 
at  North  Tidworth  and  Collingbourne  Ducis,  and  one  case  each  at  Pewsey,  Ludgershall,  Milton, 
Netheravon,  and  Upavon. 

Three  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  reported,  Collingbourne  Ducis  2,  and 
Upavon  1.  The  Collingbourne  cases  were  Tuberculosis  of  the  Spine  and  Peritoneum,  and  the 
Upavon  case  Glandular  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  4  deaths  occurred  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  3  from  Tubercular  Menin¬ 
gitis,  and  3  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

The  County  Council  is  now  conducting  a  vigorous  campaign  against  Tuberculosis.  An  expert 
Tuberculosis  Officer  has  been  appointed;  Dispensaries  have  been  established  at  Salisbury,  Swindon, 
and  Trowbridge,  and  are  available  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  for  the  whole  community.  Sana¬ 
torium  beds  have  been  provided  for  insured,  non-insured,  and  their  dependents  at  Winsley  Sana¬ 
torium.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  erection  of  three  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of 
advanced  cases  that  are  not  suitable  for  sanatorium  treatment.  Furnished  shelters  are  also 
provided,  and  the  County  Insurance  Committee  grants  an  allowance  for  extra  nourishment  in 
necessitous  cases  to  insured  persons  under  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1911.  Several  tuber¬ 
cular  patients  in  your  District  have  received  “  Sanatorium  Benefits,”  and  others  are  attending 
the  County  Council  Dispensaries. 

Ramsbury. — Eight  cases  were  notified,  and  three  deaths  were  registered;  two  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  one  from  tuberculous  meningitis. 

Salisbury. — Eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  were  pulmonary  tuberculosis  with 
the  exception  of  one  case  of  tuberculous  cervical  glands.  This  case  received  treatment  at  the  Salis¬ 
bury  Infirmary.  Seven  of  these  cases  I  have  visited.  Enquiries  are  made  as  to  family  history 
and  occupation,  etc.,  the  general  conditions  and  surroundings  noted,  and  advice  given  as  to  the 
means  of  preventing  infection.  Spitting  flasks  and  disinfectants  are  provided  when  necessary. 

All  cases  are  now  reported  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  through  whom,  arrange¬ 
ments  are  made  for  the  treatment  most  suitable  for  each  individual  case.  Three  of  the  cases 
notified  have  died. 
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One  case  has  received  treatment  at  the  Winsley  Sanatorium,  and  has  returned  home  in  good 
health.  Another  case  is  undergoing  open-air  treatment  at  his  own  home  in  a  shelter  provided  by 
the  County  Council.  One  case  is  at  present  in  the  Winsley  Sanatorium.  One  case  of  advanced 
type  is  being  attended  at  his  cottage. 

There  were  nine  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in  1912.  Six  of  these  cases  are  dead.  The  re¬ 
maining  three  are  apparently  in  good  health,  and  following  their  occupations. 

There  is  no  Sanatorium  in  the  District  for  the  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Tetbury. — No  case  was  reported. 

Tisbury. — Seven  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms  were  received.  Of  these  six  were 
certified  as  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  the  remaining  case  was  in  all  probability  tuberculosis  but  no 
definite  lesion  could  be  discovered.  Tubercle  was  suspected  and  a  severe  general  and  local  re-action 
which  followed  a  test  injection  of  Tuberculin  tended  to  confirm  the  view. 

Of  these,  five  were  males  and  two  females.  Six  were  notified  under  form  A  and  one  under 
form-  D.  All  were  visited,  and  reported  upon  to  the  County  Authority,  and  subsequent  supervi¬ 
sion  over  the  cases  is  maintained. 

The  arrangements  in  force  for  the  detection  of  early  cases  are  divided  between  the  Sanitary 
Authority  and  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Upon  receipt  of  a  notification  enquiry  is  made  regard¬ 
ing  any  contacts  who  may  have  shown  signs  of  ill-health  and  any  such  are  advised  to  seek  advice. 
Sanitary  defects  are  looked  for  and  information  given  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  the 
means  to  be  taken  to  prevent  its  conveyance  to  others.  Advantage  is  taken  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensary  at  Salisbury  and  Sanatorium  Benefit  utilised  under  the  Insurance  Act  so  far  as  it  is 
available. 

Warminster. — Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  Three 
deaths  also  occurred  from  this  cause. 

Westbury. — Only  five  cases  of  tubercular  disease  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Wilton. — 16  cases  were  notified;  in  9  cases  the  disease  was  in  the  lungs,  in  one  case  in  the 
skin  of  the  face,  in  four  cases  in  the  bones  and  joints,  and  in  two  cases  in  glands  of  the  neck.  A 
Dispensary  has  been  opened  in  Salisbury  by  the  County  Council,  and  is  available  for  insured  and 
non-insured. 

The  preceding  remarks  mainly  apply  to  the  notification  and  statistics  regarding  the  incidence 
of  the  disease. 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  the  County  Council  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  responsibility  for  the  organisation  of  a  complete  scheme  for  the  treatment  and  preven¬ 
tion  of  the  disease,  and  the  following  report  has  been  prepared  showing  some  of  the  work  that  has 
been  done  in  this  direction  during  the  year  1913.  The  scheme  to  commence  with  was  necessarily 
an  incomplete  one,  but  it  is  being  steadily  built  up  day  by  day: — 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER.  1913. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  is  centred  round  the  three  Dispensaries  established  by  the 
Wilts  County  Council  at  Swindon,  Trowbridge,  and  Salisbury. 

These  Dispensaries  were  opened  for  the  attendance  of  patients,  at  Swindon  on  February  10th, 
Trowbridge  February  12th,  and  Salisbury  July  31st,  the  delay  at  Salisbury  being  due  to  the 
great  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  premises. 
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The  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  to  see  patients  at  Swindon  on  Monday  and  Thursday;  Salis¬ 
bury  on  Tuesday;  and  Trowbridge  on  Wednesday,  but  the  Dispensaries  are  open  every  week  day., 
and  the  Nurse  attached  to  each  Dispensary  sees  patients  who  come  to  be  weighed,  to  have  tem¬ 
peratures  taken  and  recorded,  minor  surgical  dressings  done,  or  to  make  inquiries  and  arrange 
times  to  attend  on  visiting  days. 

Table  I.  gives  the  number  of  new  patients  seen  at  the  three  Dispensaries,  the  total  number  of 
attendances,  and  how  many  of  these  have  been  of  Insured  and  Not-Insured  persons  respectively. 


Dispensaries. 

Number  of 
Patients. 

Number  of 
Attendances. 

Insured. 

Not  Insured. 

Swindon  (10  months) 

376 

1347 

858 

489 

Trowbridge 
(10  months) 

.  118 

294 

220 

74 

Salisbury  (5  months) 

44 

90 

80 

10 

538 

1731 

1158 

573 

The  above  numbers  represent  actual  interviews  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  do  not 
include  visits  of  patients  on  other  occasions  when  they  are  seen  by  the  Nurses. 

It  is  arranged  whenever  possible  for  the  patients  to  come  to  the  Dispensaries,  but  when 
either  they  are  too  ill  to  travel,  or  they  live  in  places  from  which  it  is  difficult  to  reach  the  Dis¬ 
pensaries,  they  have  been  visited  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  their  own  homes. 

During  the  year  237  such  visits  have  been  made,  192  being  to  Insured,  and  45  to  Non- 
Insured  persons. 

Some  of  the  patients  visited  have  since  been  able  to  attend  the  Dispensaries,  and  therefore 
are  included  in  the  figures  given  above,  but  87  patients  have  not  been  able  to  do  so,  and  have  to 
be  added  to  the  538,  making  a  total  of  625  patients  seen  and  examined  during  the  year. 

Table  II.  gives  the  numbers  of  men,  women  and  children,  in  these  625  patients,  and  also  the 
Insured  and  Non-Insured. 


Number. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Insured. 

Non- 

Insured. 

Swindon 

376 

124 

140 

112 

175 

201 

Trowbridge 

118 

42 

52 

24 

68 

50 

Salisbury 

44 

19 

22 

3 

35 

9 

Visited 

87 

51 

27 

9 

63 

24 

625 

236 

241 

148 

341 

284 

Patients  come  to  the  Dispensaries  for  three  objects:  — 

1.  For  Diagnosis,  to  know  whether  they  have  Tuberculosis  or  not; 

2.  For  Advice,  as  to  what  treatment,  if  any,  is  advisable,  and  how  this  is  to  be  obtained. 

3.  For  Treatment. 
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The  majority  of  patients  seen  have  been  sent  by  their  own  Doctors.  Others  are  sent  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  to  whom  they  have  been  notified;  or  by  the  Poor  Law  Medical 
Officers.  Children  are  sent  by  the  School  Medical  Officers.  Contact  cases  are  sent  by  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  Nurses  who  visit  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  advise  the  other  occupants  of  the  house  to 
come  and  be  examined.  And  many  patients  come  on  their  own  initiative  or  by  the  advice  of 
friends  who  are  already  attending  the  Dispensaries. 

The  625  cases  seen  have  been  divided  into  three  groups  as  follows:  — 


Table  III.  1.  Tuberculous 

...  284 

2.  Not  Tuberculous 

...  176 

3.  Observation 

...  165 

Group  1  contains  all  cases  with  definite  signs  or  symptoms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Group  2  contains  cases  in  which  no  signs  or  symptoms  of  Tuberculosis  can  be  found.  These 
patients  are  not  kept  under  observation,  but  are  not  lost  sight  of,  and  are  told  that  they  can  attend 
at  the  Dispensary  again  at  any  time  should  they  wish  it  or  their  Doctors  advise  it. 

Group  3  contains  all  cases  in  whom  positive  signs  of  Tuberculosis  cannot  be  found,  but 
who  have  symptoms  which  are  suggestive  of  latent  or  incipient  Tuberculosis,  or  who  have  been 
recently  exposed  to  infection,  such  as  a  death  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  same  house.  These 
patients  are  visited  regularly  by  the  Dispensary  Nurses,  and  attend  at  the  Dispensary  at  frequent 
intervals  for  examination,  so  that,  should  positive  signs  develope,  they  may  be  brought  under 
treatment  at  once. 

148  children,  as  shown  in  Table  II.,  have  been  seen  and  examined.  Of  these,  22  were  found 
to  have  definite  signs  of  Tuberculosis,  and  are  included  in  the  286  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  Table 
III. 


The  other  126  were  all  in  ill  health,  deficient  nutrition  being  the  prevailing  condition.  Al¬ 
though  no  definite  signs  of  Tuberculosis  could  be  found,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  many  of 
these  weakly  children  will  sooner  or  later  develop  Tuberculosis,  unless  their  general  health  is 
improved  and  thereby  their  powers  of  resistance  raised.  They  would  certainly  do  well  in  a  Sana¬ 
torium,  because  they  would  be  well  fed  and  would  live  under  healthy  conditions,  but  the  same 
result  could  be  obtained  at  a  much  less  cost  by  the  provision  of  an  Open-air  School. 


Table  IV.  gives  details  of  the  284  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Insured. 

Not  Insured. 

Total. 

Men 

138 

13 

151 

Women 

56 

55 

111 

Children 

22 

22 

194 

90 

284 

25 


Table  V.  gives  the  numbers  of  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Total. 

Men 

143 

8 

151 

Women 

96 

15 

111 

Children 

19 

3 

22 

258 

26 

284 

Two  adults  and  three  children  had  Non-Pulmonary  as  well  as  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and 
are  included  with  the  latter  in  the  above  table. 


EXAMINATION  OF  SPUTUM. 

Tubercle  Bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum  of  141  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  139  being 
adults  and  2  children. 

In  one  case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  a  suppurating  gland,  tubercle  bacilli  were  found 
in  the  discharge.  This  case  was  treated  with  Tuberculin  at  one  of  the  Dispensaries  with  apparent 
complete  recovery. 

Examination  of  the  sputum  is  made  for  all  patients  attending  the  Dispensaries  who  have  any 
expectoration  at  all.  This  is  a  most  important  part  of  the  routine  work  of  the  Dispensaries,  as 
it  is  sometimes  possible  to  find  Tubercle  Bacilli  in  the  sputum  when  no  definite  signs  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  can  be  found  by  the  stethoscope  or  other  means  of  diagnosis. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CASES. 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  may  be  divided  into  three  groups. 

I.  Early  Cases.  These  are  generally  best  treated  in  a  Sanatorium,  but  a  certain  number  if 
suitable  ground  and  adequate  medical  attention  can  be  obtained,  may  be  treated  in  open-air 
shelters  at  their  own  homes,  provided  always  that  the  means  of  the  patient  allow  of  sufficient  food 
being  available.  Some  cases  also,  in  whom  the  extent  of  disease  is  very  small  and  whose  powers 
of  resistance  are  good,  are  able  to  continue  at  work,  and  by  careful  and  healthy  living  make  a 
complete  recovery  without  any  special  treatment  at  all.  In  connection  with  these  cases  it  is 
interesting  to  remember  that  post  mortem  records  have  shown  that  a  very  large  number  of 
persons  who  have  died  from  various  other  causes,  have  at  some  time  or  other  been  infected  with 
Tuberculosis,  and  have  made  a  complete  recovery  without  special  treatment,  and  perhaps  with¬ 
out  even  knowing  that  they  had  been  ill. 

II.  Advanced  Cases  in  whom  no  hope  of  recovery  and  only  very  temporary  improvement  can 
be  expected.  These  cases  should  all  be  treated  in  Hospitals  for  Advanced  Cases,  in  order  to 
relieve  their  sufferings,  and  by  their  isolation  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  to  other  occupants 
of  the  house.  These  cases  are  the  most  infectious  of  all,  and  as  long  as  they  are  left  to  end  their 
days  in  their  own,  frequently  overcrowded,  homes,  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  to  be  able  to  control 
the  spread  of  Tuberculosis.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  these  advanced  cases  would  refuse  to  go  to 
such  Hospitals,  but  these  would  be  chiefly  those  who  possess  comfortable  homes,  where  they  can 
be  well  looked  after,  and  where  the  danger  of  infection  to  others  can  be  controlled.  The  majority 
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of  the  advanced  cases  seen  during  the  year  would  be  only  too  glad  to  go  anywhere,  provided 
always  it  is  not  the  Workhouse  Infirmary. 

III.  Intermediate  Cases.  These  include:  (1)  Acute  cases  in  which  it  is  very  difficult  to 
estimate  either  the  virulence  of  the  infection  or  the  powers  of  resistance  of  the  patient,  two  factors 
which  influence  the  progress  of  the  case  towards  recovery  or  death.  These  cases  require  to  be 
kept  under  observation,  and  this  might  be  done  at  the  same  Hospitals  in  which  Class  II.  cases  are 
treated.  It  is  not  advisable  to  send  them  to  a  Sanatorium  until  it  is  definitely  seen  that  there  is 
some  hope  of  recovery.  Moreover,  they  require  more  nursing  than  is  available  at  a  Sanatorium. 

(2)  Chronic  Cases  in  whom  complete  recovery  cannot  be  hoped  for,  but  improvement  of  con¬ 
siderable  duration  may  be  expected.  Many  of  these  cases  continue  at  their  work  for  years,  with 
occasional  relapses,  and  it  is  often  beneficial  to  send  such  patients  to  a  Sanatorium  when  a  relapse 
occurs,  as  they  respond  to  treatment  very  readily,  and  are  patched  up  again  and  able  to  resume 
work. 


Table  VI.  shows  the  258  cases  of  Pulmonary  T  uberculosis  divided  into  the  above  three  classes. 


Early. 

Advanced. 

Intermediate. 

Total. 

Men 

71 

54 

18 

143 

Women 

52 

27 

17 

96 

Children 

9 

7 

3 

19 

132 

83 

38 

258 

TREATMENT. 

All  the  258  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  received  Dispensary  treatment,  in  so  far  as 
they  have  been  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  (suitable  cases  being  selected  for  Sana¬ 
torium,  Domiciliary,  or  special  treatment  at  the  Dispensary) ,  and  are  kept  under  observation  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  the  Dispensary  Nurses,  the  patients  either  attending  at  the  Dispen¬ 
saries  at  more  or  less  frequent  intervals  according  to  the  needs  of  the  case,  or  being  visited  at  their 
own  homes.  Special  attention  is  given  to  patients  after  they  return  from  Sanatoriums  in  order  to 
prevent  if  possible  subsequent  relapse.  Many  patients  have  had  medicine  prescribed  for  them  at 
the  Dispensaries,  and  provided  out  of  the  Dispensary  funds,  and  a  certain  number  of  patients  have 
been  treated  by  Tuberculin  injections  at  the  Dispensaries. 

But  it  is  obviously  impossible  for  one  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  undertake  the  complete  domiciliary 
treatment  of  cases  spread  over  the  whole  County.  This  is  provided  for  Insured  persons  by  their 
panel  Doctors.  The  Uninsured  have  to  pay  for  medical  attendance,  or  if  they  cannot  afford  this 
they  are  treated  by  the  Poor  Law  Doctors.  This  arrangement  will  probably  always  have  to  be 
the  case  in  country  districts,  but  in  towns  like  Swindon  and  Salisbury  better  results  could  be 
obtained  by  the  employment  of  whole  time  resident  Tuberculosis  Officers,  who  would  undertake 
the  entire  treatment  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  Insured  and  Uninsured. 
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Table  VII.  shows  how  the  258  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  been  dealt  with. 


Early  Cases. 

Advanced. 

Intermediate. 

Total. 

Sent  to 

Sanatorium 

94 

3 

5 

107 

Domiciliary 

Treatment 

27 

80 

18 

125 

Dispensary 

Treatment  only  . . . 

11 

15 

26 

• 

132 

88 

38 

258 

As  most  of  the  cases  sent  to  Sanatorium  have  had  to  wait  some  weeks  before  vacant  beds 
Were  available,  nearly  all  the  107  patients  receiving  Sanatorium  treatment  also  received  Domi¬ 
ciliary  treatment,  and,  as  stated  above,  all  the  258  cases  received  Dispensary  treatment.  But 
in  the  above  table  no  patient  is  recorded  more  than  once. 


In  the  case  of  Insured  persons  an  allowance  of  extra  food  in  the  shape  of  milk,  butter  and 
eggs  has  been  granted  to  those  patients  whose  means  do  not  permit  of  their  obtaining  sufficient 
food,  most  of  these  being  adavnced  cases,  who  will  be  treated  in  hospitals  when  these  are  avail¬ 
able.  For  the  same  cases  Nurses  have  been  provided  by  the  Insurance  Committee  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  various  Nursing  Associations  in  the  County. 


Table  VIII.  shows  how  the  107  patients  have  obtained  Sanatorium  Treatment. 


« 

Insured. 

Not  Insured 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Sent  by  Ins.  Com.  ... 

49 

21 

70 

Sent  by  Wilts  C.C.  ... 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Sent  by 

Other  Bodies 

4 

1 

4 

11 

7 

27 

Patient’s  or  friend’s 

expense 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

6 

56 

23 

5 

15 

8 

107 

28 


Table  IX.  gives  the  results  of  Sanatorium  treatment  as  on  January  1st,  1914. 


Early. 

Advanced. 

Intermediate. 

Total. 

At  work 

49 

2 

51 

Still  under 
treatment 

41 

4 

3 

48 

Dead 

4 

4 

— 

4 

Left  County 

— 

— 

— 

4 

94 

8 

5 

107 

When  patients  leave  the  County  a  report,  whenever  possible,  is  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  of  the  district  into  which  they  go,  so  that  they  may  still  be  kept  under  observation,  and 
treatment,  if  necessary,  continued. 


TUBEBCULIN  TREATMENT. 

Treatment  by  hpodermic  injections  of  Tuberculin  has  been  given  to  36  of  the  patients  seen 
during  the  year,  26  of  them  being  treated  at  the  Dispensaries  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  10 
by  their  own  Doctors. 

Table  X  gives  the  results  up  to  January  1st,  1914. 


Eesumed  Work  ...  ...  ...  17 

Under  Treatment  ...  ...  ...  14 

Unimproved  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Discontinued  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Since  the  end  of  the  year  several  other  cases  have  begun  Tuberculin. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  Tuberculin  is  not  a  universal  remedy  for  all  cases 
of  Tuberculosis.  As  an  adjunct  to  other  treatment  when  given  to  suitable  cases  it  is  of  great 
value,  but  if  given  indiscriminately  to  unsuitable  cases  it  can  do  great  harm.  It  cannot  be 
expected  to  do  any  good  to  advanced  cases. 

The  kind  of  cases  in  which  Tuberculin  is  beneficial  are:  — 

1.  Early  afebrile  cases  whilst  waiting  to  go  to  Sanatorium.  Several  patients  whilst  waiting 
to  go  to  Winsley  or  Ipswich  have  been  given  it  with  apparent  good  results. 

2.  Cases  who  have  been  to  Sanatorium,  and  left  much  improved,  and  perhaps  resumed  work, 
but  who  still  have  Tubercle  Bacilli  in  their  sputum.  One  patient  who  was  sent  to  a  Sanatorium 
early  in  the  year  has  been  treated  since  return  by  weekly  injections  for  nearly  12  months,  and 
the  Bacilli  cannot  now  be  found,  and  all  signs  in  the  lungs  have  cleared  up. 

3.  Cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis,  i.e.,  tuberculosis  of  glands,  bones,  joints,  etc.  Several 
patients  have  been  treated  successfully  during  the  year.  A  girl  who  had  been  operated  on  for 
webbed  fingers,  was  sent  to  one  of  the  Dispensaries  with  much  ulceration  of  the  fingers,  where 
the  operation  wound  had  broken  down,  and  this  had  resisted  various  methods  of  treatment  for 
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over  two  years.  Under  Tuberculin  the  ulcers  healed  up  in  three  months,  and  the  scar  has 
remained  intact  for  nearly  a  year.  It  was  ascertained  that  at  the  time  when  the  operation  wound 
broke  down  the  patient  was  milking  a  cow  with  a  tuberculous  udder.  Another  case,  of  a  dis¬ 
charging  sinus  communicating  with  the  femur,  has  healed  completely  under  Tuberculin,  and  the 
patient  has  returned  to  work.  A  case  of  very  extensive  enlargement  of  the  cervical  glands  has 
subsided  entirely  under  Tuberculin. 

In  all  these  cases  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  much  of  the  improvement  is  due  to  the  Tuberculin, 
and  how  much  to  the  careful  dressing  by  the  Dispensary  Nurse. 


OPEN-AIE  SHELTERS. 

* 

During  the  year  12  patients  have  been  provided  with  Shelters,  and  since  the  beginning  of 
1914  the  numbers  have  been  increased  every  month.  The  Shelters,  as  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  are  very  satisfactory,  and  are  much  appreciated  by  the  patients.  They  play  an  important 
part  in  successful  domiciliary  treatment,  and  are  useful  for  the  following  types  of  cases. 

1.  Early  cases  after  returning  from  Sanatorium,  who  have  not  got  a  sufficiently  airy  or 
separate  bedroom.  The  danger  of  relapse  in  these  cases  is  much  diminished  by  the  provision  of  a 
good  Shelter. 

2.  Chronic  Cases.  A  Shelter  removes  the  infectious  patient  from  the  other  members  of  the 
house,  and  here  also  diminishes  the  risk  of  relapse. 

3.  Cases  of  overcrowding.  A  Shelter  adds  another  room  to  the  house. 

4.  Advanced  cases,  to  diminish  the  risk  of  infection  of  other  members  of  the  household. 
This  is  only  a  temporary  measure  until  proper  provision  for  these  cases  is  made,  and  is  not  really 
satisfactory,  as  it  invariably  happens  that  when  the  patient  is  dying  he  is  brought  back  into  the 
house  for  greater  comfort  and  convenience.  These  cases  as  stated  before  can  only  be  treated  pro¬ 
perly  in  hospitals  for  advanced  cases. 

EXAMINATION  OF  CONTACTS. 

This  is  a  very  important  part  of  the  routine  work  of  a  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  and  consists 
of  the  examination  of  all  persons  who  have  known  to  be  exposed  to  infection,  either  by  living  in 
the  same  house  with  a  tuberculous  patient,  or  being  associated  with  one  in  any  other  way.  By 
this  means  early  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  found,  the  patients  themselves  being  frequently  un¬ 
aware  that  there  is  anything  the  matter  with  them.  This  has  always  been  the  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  Tuberculosis,  as  the  disease  begins  so  slowly  and  insidiously  that  often  patients  delay  going 
to  a  Doctor  until  the  disease  is  advanced  and  recovery  is  impossible.  Several  patients  seen  at  the 
Dispensaries  have  stated  with  pride  that  they  have  never  been  to  a  Doctor  before,  and  on  examin- 
stion  have  been  found  in  an  advanced  and  hopeless  stage  of  Tuberculosis. 

Table  XI.  gives  the  numbers  of  Contacts  examined  during  the  year. 


Number 

Examined. 

Tuberculous. 

Doubtful 

Tuberculous. 

No  signs  of 
Tuberculous. 

Swindon 

47 

8 

10 

29 

Trowbridge 

12 

— 

5 

7 

Salisbury 

6 

■ 

3 

3 

65 

8 

18 

39 

30 


The  number  of  Contacts  examined  is  not  very  large  on  account  of  the  Dispensaries  not 
having  been  open  very  long,  but  since  the  beginning  of  1914  the  numbers  have  increased  every 
month. 

The  cases  found  to  be  Tuberculous  are  included  with  the  other  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  have 
been  dealt  with  as  described  above. 

The  cases  of  Doubtful  Tuberculosis  are  being  kept  under  observation,  and  those  in  whom  no 
signs  were  found  are  not  lost  sight  of. 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

26  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  seen  during  the  year.  Of  these  18  were  Tuber¬ 
culosis  of  Bones,  3  Tuberculosis  of  Glands,  3  Tuberculosis  of  Peritoneum,  2  Tuberculosis  of  Skin. 

All  the  cases  were  treated  either  at  the  Dispensaries  or  by  their  own  Doctors.  One  case  was 
sent  to  a  Sanatorium,  9  were  sent  to  General  or  Cottage  Hospitals,  and  12  were  given  Tuberculin, 
9  at  the  Dispensaries  and  3  by  their  own  Doctors. 

Seven  were  able  to  resume  work,  1  died,  2  were  chronic  and  quiescent  cases  in  which  no  active 
treatment  was  necessary,  and  16  are  still  under  t  reatment. 

Table  XII.  is  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  284  cases  of  Tuberculosis  seen  during  the 
year,  as  on  December  31st,  1913. 


Early. 

Advanced 

Inter¬ 

mediate. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total. 

At  Work 

76 

1 

19 

10 

106 

Sanatorium  or  other 

• 

Institution 

23 

3 

1 

— 

27 

Domiciliary  and 

Dispensary  treatment  . . . 

25 

39 

16 

13 

93 

Left  Wiltshire  ... 

8 

1 

1 

2 

12 

Dead  ... 

— 

44 

1 

1 

46 

132 

88 

38 

26 

284 

The  above  table  does  not,  of  course,  include  all  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  Wiltshire,  but 
consists  only  of  the  cases  that  have  been  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  during  1913.  In  the 
first  quarter  of  1914  a  hundred  other  cases  have  been  seen,  examined,  and  dealt  with,  and  fresh 
cases  are  brought  to  notice  every  week. 

A  Card  Index  has  been  begun  which  will,  it  is  hoped,  in  time  include  all  the  known  cases  in 
the  County,  the  aim  being  as  recommended  by  the  Astor  Committee  on  Tuberculosis,  that  “  no 
single  case  of  Tuberculosis  should  remain  uncared  for  in  the  community.” 


LEONARD  CROSSLEY,  M.D. 
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RESPIRATORY  DISEASES.  ‘ 

Under  this  heading  are  included  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  (all  forms) ,  and  the  vari¬ 
ous  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system.  The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  during  the  year 
was  481  compared  with  456  in  1912.  Of  the  total,  Bronchitis  accounted  for  270,  Pneumonia  182, 
and  the  other  respiratory  diseases  29.  Of  the  481  deaths  in  the  County  215  occurred  in  the 
Urban  and  266  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  following  table  shows  *the  mortality  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  County,  as  a 
whole,  an  dthe  Combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  since  1901 : — 


AREAS. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

|  1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

595 

607 

502 

559 

594 

518 

540 

517 

508 

442 

498 

456 

481 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

2.19 

2.22 

1.83 

2.03 

2.16 

1.87 

1.95 

1.86 

1.82 

1.54 

1.73 

1.58 

1.65 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

264 

255 

226 

254 

279 

218 

226 

240 

231 

217 

221 

|  215 

215 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

2.34 

2.22 

1.94 

2.16 

2.29 

1.77 

1.83 

1.92 

1.94 

1.74 

1.86 

1.70 

1.68 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

331 

352 

276 

305 

315 

300 

314 

277 

277 

225 

277 

241 

266 

* 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

2.08 

2.23 

1.75 

1.94 

2.05 

1.95 

2.05 

1.81 

1.81 

1.39 

1.70 

1.48 

1.63 

CANCER. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  deaths  from  all  classes  of  malignant  disease.  There  was  again 
a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  this  year  813  being  recorded  as  against  305  in  1912.  The 
number  of  deaths  in  the  Urban  Districts  was  135  being  an  increase  of  12  over  the  previous  year; 
in  the  Rural  Districts  178  deaths  were  registered,  being  a  decrease  of  5  compared  with  the  year  1912. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  is  greater  amongst  females,  and  this  is  probably  accountable  by  the 
fact  that  the  disease  can  be  more  easily  diagnosed  in  females. 

From  a  careful  analysis  of  the  Cancer  Death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  last  20  years 
it  is  clear  that  this  is  gradually  on  the  up  grade.  Wiltshire  corresponds  in  this  respect,  but  the 
fact  of  this  increase  in  the  Cancer  Death-rate  is  not  in  itself  alarming.  The  deaths  from  Infantile 
Diseases,  and  other  diseases  affecting  earlier  periods  of  life  has  been  diminishing.  It  therefore 
follows  that  a  larger  proportion  of  the  population  live  to  be  affected  by  those  diseases  which  pre¬ 
vail  in  later  life  and  old  age.  The  problem  of  Cancer  has  yet  to  be  solved,  and  whether  any  suc¬ 
cessful  preventive  measure  against  it  will  ever  be  evolved  is  a  matter  for  the  future. 

There  was  a  great  diversity  in  the  Death-rates  in  the  Urban  Districts  varying  from  0.56  in 
Caine  to  3.32  in  Wilton;  in  the  Rural  Districts  the  range  was  from  0.58  in  the  Pewsey  District  to 
2.41  in  the  Bradford-on-Avon  District. 


GENERAL  EPIDEMIC  MORTALITY. 

The  term  “  General  Epidemic  Mortality  ”  embraces  deaths  from  the  following  diseases,  viz., 
Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Enteric  Fever,  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis,  Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  from  these  diseases  showed  a  phenomenal  increase,'  232 
deaths  being  recorded  against  126  in  1912.  This  is  the  highest  number  of  deaths  since  tho  year 
1902.  The  various  outbreaks  are  dealt  with  under  their  respective  headings,  and  the  comments  of 
the  Local  Medical  Officers  of  Health  given. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  mortality  from  the  principal  “  Epidemic  ”  Diseases  for  the 
Administrative  County,  for  the  Combined  Urban  Districts  and  Eural  Districts:  — 


AREAS. 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

175 

274 

130 

226 

184 

165 

2^0 

147 

141 

88 

216 

126 

232 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

.64 

1.00 

.47 

.82 

.67  | 

.59 

.79 

.52 

.50 

.30 

.75 

.43 

.79 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

99 

128 

69 

121 

90 

93 

142 

61 

61 

49 

118  ^ 

73 

116 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

.87 

1.11 

.59 

1.02 

.74 

.76 

1.15 

.48 

.48 

.39 

.94 

*  .57 

.91 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

76 

146 

61 

105 

94 

72 

78 

86 

80 

39 

98 

53 

116 

Districts. 

Rate  per  1000 

.37 

.92 

.38 

.67 

.61 

.47 

.51 

.55 

.52 

.24 

.60 

.32 

.71 

In  the  following  Table  is  given  the  annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  from  “  All  Causes,”  and  the 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases  for  the  County  and  for  England  and  Wales  during  the  year  1913:  — 


Districts. 

Crude  Death  Rate. 

Corrected  Death  Rate. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Small  Pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

ENGLAND  &  WALES 

13.7 

13.4 

0.04 

0.00 

0.28 

0.06 

0.14 

0.12 

96  Great  Towns  ... 

14.3 

14.7 

0.04 

0.00 

0.34 

0.07 

0.17 

0.13 

145  Smaller  Towns 

12.8 

13.0 

0.05 

0.00 

0.30 

0.05 

0.13 

0.11 

England  and  Wales  less  the 
241  Towns 

13.1 

12.1 

0.04 

0.00 

0.20 

0.05 

0.12 

0.11 

WILTSHIRE  . 

12.0 

11.9 

0.006 

0.00 

0.42 

0.02 

0.06 

0.03 

URBAN  DISTRICTS 

12.7 

12.5 

0.007 

0.00 

0.48 

0.03 

0.09 

0.007 

RURAL  DISTRICTS 

11.4 

11.5 

0.006 

0.00 

0.38 

0.018 

0.04 

0.05 

An  examination  of  this  Table  shows  the  favourable  position  Wilts  occupies,  with  the  exception 
of  Measles. 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


During  the  year  I  have  received  each  week  from  every  district  in  the  County  a  return  show¬ 
ing  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  each  parish  in  the  County,  and  have  published 
the  same  regularly  in  the  County  Notification  Summary,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  each  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  the  County,  the  School  Medical  Officer,  the  Superintendent  of  the  County 
Asylum,  the  Military  Authorities,  neighbouring  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  etc.,  etc.,  on 
the  first  day  of  each  week. 

The  total  of  the  cases  notified  in  the  weekly  returns  do  not  correspond  with  the  figures  given 
on  Table  II.  of  the  Local  Government  Board  statistical  forms  which  are  tabulated  on  Table  II. 
A  and  II.  B  of  this  Beport. 

In  the  following  remarks  and  rates  of  Infectious  Diseases,  I  have  confined  myself,  as  usual, 
to  the  figures  contained  in  the  Tables  accompanying  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical 
Officers  of  Health. 


SMALL  POX. 

One  case  was  notified  from  Velley  Green,  Corsham,  in  the  Chippenham  Rural  District. 
The  girl  had  been  on  a  visit  to  Bath  previously,  and  had  come  home  for  a  holiday,  but  no  source 
of  infection  could  be  ascertained.  The  shop  in  which  the  girl  lived  was  closed,  and  the  case  was 
isolated  at  h.ome;  recovery  ensued.  All  contacts  were  carefully  supervised  and  there  was  no 
spread  of  the  mischief. 


CEREBRO-SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

Seven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  occurred  in  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts  and  were  distributed  as  follows:  Amesbury  1,  Cricklade  2,  Warminster  4.  The  case 
notified  from  the  Amesbury  District  occurred  in  the  village  of  Amesbury.  The  origin  of  the 
disease  was  obscure,  and  the  child  recovered.  The  cases  in  the  Cricklade  District  occurred  at 
Burton,  and  one  of  the  cases  (an  infant  aged  6  months)  proved  fatal.  No  fluid  was  examined 
for  the  presence  of  the  specific  meningococcus,  and  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  the  exact  nature 
of  the  disease.  The  four  cases  in  the  Warminster  District  occurred  at  Quebec,  Upton  Lovel. 
There  was  one  death,  an  infant  aged  2  years  8  months.  The  two  families  in  which  these  cases 
occurred  live  in  semi-detached  houses  in  splendid  isolation  on  the  downs,  a  mile  from  anywhere. 
Each  house  was  occupied  by  a  man  and  wife  and  five  children.  The  immediate  surroundings  are 
clean,  and  the  houses  airy  and  clean.  Two  closets  of  the  vault  type,  one  was  well  looked  after,  and 
the  other  required  emptying.  There  was  a  marked  absence  of  flies  in  either  premises.  Water 
supply  good.  The  houses  are  far  removed  from  motor  dust  and  road  traffic.  Both  families  on 
August  4th  went  to  Salisbury  for  the  day.  One  cf  the  families  went  to  Kilmington,  If  miles 
from  Axminster,  in  South  Devon  for  the  day.  The  wife  says  that  on  the  8th  August  one  of  the 
children,  aged  4  years,  was  hot  as  if  with  cold,  stayed  in  bed  all  day  on  the  9th,  was  sick  and 
bad — “  face  like  fire.” 


ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  from  the  Borough  of  Marlborough  in  November.  The  case  was  a 
boy  at  Marlborough  College,  aged  17.  Symptoms  of  illness,  feverishness,  vague  pains,  and 
vomitting  started  on  November  9th.  Paralysis  of  the  extensor  muscles  of  the  thigh  appeared  on 
the  12th.  Cerebro-spinal  fluid  was  drawn  off  and  examined  with  negative  results,  a  few 
streptococci  only  being  found.  The  boy  was  isolated  at  the  College  Sanatorium  and  recovered. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  a  marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  eases  of  Scarlet  Eever  notified  during  the 
year,  454  cases  being  recorded  against  692  in  the  previous  year.  306  cases  came  from  the  Urban 
Districts  and  148  from  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  cases  in  the  Urban  Districts  were  distributed  as  follows: — Swindon  198,  Salisbury  42, 
Chippenham  17,  Marlborough  15,  Trowbridge  10,  Warminster  9,  Devizes  7,  Bradford-on-Avon  5, 
and  Caine,  Malmesbury  and  Westbury  1  each.  Melksham  and  Wilton  had  no  notifications. 

The  cases  in  the  Rural  Districts  took  place  in  the  following  districts,  viz. : — Cricklade  16, 
Chippenham  and  Wilton  15  each,  Malmesbury  13,  Amesbury  and  Highworth  12  each,  Westbury 
10,  Melksham  and  Tisbury  7  each,  Devizes,  Salisbury,  and  Warminster  6  each,  Caine,  Mere  and 
Ramsbury  5  each,  Pewsey  4,  Bradford-on-Avon  3,  and  Tetbury  1.  Marlborough  alone  was  free 
from  the  disease. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  Districts,  Swindon  Urban  4,  and  Trowbridge  1,  and 
one  death  took  place  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  Melksham  and  Pewsey.  The  death  rate  for  the 
whole  County  was  0.02  compared  with  0.06  for  England  and  Wales;  the  combined  Urban  Rate 
0.03  and  the  smaller  towns  of  England  and  Wales  0.05;  the  Combined  Rural  Rate  0.018  and  the 
rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  0.05. 

I  append  a  summary  of  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  the  prevalence  of 
the  disease  in  their  respective  areas:  — 

Bradford-on-Avon. — In  April,  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  reported  between  the  11th 
and  15th,  but  the  cause  could  not  be  traced;  in  August,  a  lad  of  15  contracted  it,  but  as  he  had 
been  away  for  an  excursion  to  the  seaside,  the  probability  was,  he  caught  it  then,  as  there  were  no 
other  cases  in  the  whole  Union.  In  November,  a  case  was  again  reported,  here  however  the  cause 
was  evident,  though  a  long  time  coming  to  effect,  as  her  child  had  been  in  the  Infectious  Hospital 
at  Manchester  eight  weeks  before  for  the  same  complaint. 

Calne. — One  case  occurred,  and  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Chippenham. — 17  cases  were  notified,  of  which  16  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
A  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  Butts  and  the  neighbouring  lanes  and  courts  was  made,  and  find¬ 
ing  most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  this  locality  I  excluded  the  children  who  lived  there  from  attend¬ 
ing  school.  This  seemed  to  immediately  check  the  spread  of  the  epidemic.  The  homes  were 
subsequently  disinfected. 

Devizes. — 7  cases  occurred  all  in  different  months,  and  in  three  instances  the  mischief  was 
imported. 

Malmesbury. — One  case  of  Scarlet  Eever  was  notified  from  the  Cottage  Hospital,  and  was  at 
once  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Marlborough. — 15  cases  were  reported. 

Melksham. — No  cases  notified. 

Salisbury. — 42  cases  occurred  in  the  District,  no  death  followed,  the  cases  were  nearly  all  mild 
in  character.  41  were  removed  to  the  Salisbury  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Swindon. — 198  cases  were  reported,  with  4  deaths  resulting. 

With  the  exception  of  the  year  1912,  the  greatest  incidence  of  the  disease  has  occurred  in  the 
year  under  review,  and  the  mortality  from  Scarlatina  is  highest  in  that  year.  The  high  per¬ 
centage  of  removals  to  Hospital  of  infections  from  Scarlatina  is  noticeable,  and  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that,  very  properly,  no  employee  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company — the 
chief  employers  of  labour  in  the  Borough — is  allowed  to  attend  to  his  work  in  the  Great  Western 
Factory  if  he  has  a  case  of  infectious  disease  in  his  home.  The  greatest  incidence  of  Scarlatina 
was  in  the  months  of  September,  October,  and  November,  when  25,  28  and  44  cases  respectively 
occurred.  The  chief  incidence  of  the  disease  was  among  the  children  attending  the  Clifton  Street 
School,  where  72  children  were  in  attendance  suffering  from  this  disease.  At  Even  Swindon  and 
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Jennings  Street  Schools  also,  31  and  25  children  respectively  suffering  from  this  disease,  were  in 
attendance.  I  may  at  once  say  that  in  all  these  three  schools  the  disease  was  attributable  to  un¬ 
notified  cases  of  Scarlatina.  No  doubt  in  most  instances  the  disease  was  unrecognised  by  the 
parents  or  those  in  charge  of  the  children.  But  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  in  some  instances  there 
was  deliberate  suppression  of  the  knowledge  that  the  disease  was  present.  The  question  of  the 
prosecution  of  the  custodians  of  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease,  not 
notified  by  them,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act  of 
1889  which  is  compulsory  in  its  application,  was  considered  by  the  Health  Committee.  Past  ex¬ 
perience,  however,  has  shown  that  the  conviction  of  a  person  pleading  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  a 
child  under  his  or  her  guardianship  as  parent,  is  suffering  from  Scarlatina,  who  has  not  complied 
with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  uncertainty.  The  Local  Bench 
usually  give  the  parent  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and  no  conviction  is  obtained.  It  was  therefore 
considered  by  the  Committee  that  it  was  useless  to  prosecute  the  persons  who  originated  and  who 
assisted  to  prolong  this  outbreak  of  Scarlatina.  The  callous  indifference  which  a  certain  class  of 
person  exhibits  in  the  matter  of  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  caused  by  their  own  neglect  of 
duty  is  much  to  be  deplored — especially  in  a  Town  where  medical  advice  can  so  easily  be  obtained 
as  in  Swindon.  The  Head  Masters  and  Mistresses,  and  indeed  all  the  Staff,  of  the  Schools  in 
which  the  outbreaks  arose,  rendered  very  valuable  assistance  in  the  attempts  made  to  arrest  this 
outbreak  of  Scarlatina,  which  were  ultimately  successful.  But  a  very  serious  dislocation  of  the 
machinery  of  education  was  caused  in  one  of  the  Schools  before  this  was  happily  effected.  There 
was  no  reason  to  suspect  that  anything  except  personal  contact  was  responsible  for  the  spread  of 
the  disease,  and  once  the  contacts  were  under  proper  control  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  Scarlatina 
ceased  in  the  localities  to  which  it  originated. 

Trowbridge. — The  10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  occurred  mainly  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  but  there  has  been  no  severe  outbreak,  and  the  incidence  has  already  abated.  The  schools 
concerned  have  been  visited,  but  no  undiscovered  cases  have  been  detected. 

Warminster. — 9  cases  were  notified,  5  of  which  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

Westbury. — Only  one  case  was  notified,  and  this  was  immediately  removed  to  the  Hospital  at 
Trowbridge. 

Wilton. — No  case  was  reported. 


Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — Twelve  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified.  Seven  of  these  occurred  at  Fighel- 
dean.  The  disease  was  imported  into  the  village  by  a  girl  visitor  from  Dorchester,  staying  at  a 
dairy  farm.  The  case  was  not  diagnosed  as  one  of  Scarlet  Fever,  until  the  child  was  found  to  be 
in  a  peeling  condition.  This  undoubtedly  was  the  direct  cause  of  the  outbreak.  The  patient  was 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  sale  of  milk  from  the  dairy  was  stopped.  The  other 
cases,  with  one  exception,  were  all  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  infected  houses  were 
all  disinfected,  and  those  belonging  to  the  War  Office  were  disinfected  by  their  own  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector.  No  further  cases  were  notified.  Owing  to  this  outbreak  the  School  was  closed  for  6 
weeks.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  also  occurred  at  Porton,  one  at  Idmiston,  one  at  Durrington. 
They  were  all  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  case  occurred  at  Amesbury,  but  was  iso¬ 
lated  at  home.  All  these  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  probably  of  sporadic  origin.  All  precau¬ 
tions  being  taken,  the  disease  did  not  spread. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — Three  cases  were  reported,  one  at  Westwood  and  two  at  Bradford  Leigh 
— two  houses  were  infected — the  three  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  recovered 
without  any  complications. 

Calne. — Five  cases  were  notified  from  Studley,  but  no  cause  was  discovered  for  this  small  out¬ 
break.  Two  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  other  three  were  isolated  at  home. 

Chippenham. — 15  cases  were  notified,  of  which  6  were  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  8  were 
residents  in  the  parish  of  North  Wraxall,  and  all  these  were  notified  in  December.  There  were 
no  deaths. 
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Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett. — 16  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  The  cases  were,  as 
they  have  been  latterly,  of  a  very  mild  type,  and  no  fatalities  occurred.  10  of  these  cases  were  re¬ 
moved  to  hospital  for  treatment,  the  remainder  being  isolated  at  home.  The  Council  has  been  put 
to  great  expense  and  inconvenience  by  the  fact  of  us  not  being  able  to  treat  more  than  one  disease 
at  a  time  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Lydiard.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Swindon  Sanitary 
Authority,  we  were  allowed  to  send  our  Scarlet  Fever  cases  to  the  Hospital  at  Corse  Hill,  thereby 
preventing  a  possible  epidemic  of  the  disease  at  Wootton  Bassett,  where  Diphtheria  was  already  rife 
at  the  time. 

I 

Devizes. — Six  cases  were  notified,  2  of  which  were  removed  to  Hospital.  The  other  four  were 
efficiently  isolated  at  home. 

Highworth. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  in  the  district  during  1913  shows  a  very  marked 
reduction  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Out  of  the  12  cases  notified,  11  were  removed  to 
Hospital,  where  one  child  was  discovered  to  be  suffering  from  Measles.  In  two  instances  two  in¬ 
fections  occurred  in  one  family.  Three  infections  were  of  adults  from  24  to  27  years  of  age.  The 
cases  of  Scarlatina  are  distributd  as  follows: — Chiseldon  (2),  Highworth  (2),  Rodbourne  Cheney 
(3),  Stratton  St.  Margaret  (1),  Wanborough  (3),  Wroughton  (1).  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the 
insignificant  prevalence  of  Scarlatina  in  the  Highworth  District  during  the  year. 

Malmesbury. — 18  cases  were  notified,  of  which  12  occurred  at  Charlton.  The  outbreak  at 
Charlton  was  traced  to  a  child  who  had  contracted  the  disease  slightly,  and  had  been  allowed  to 
attend  school.  '  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  very  promptly — in  several 
cases  within  an  hour  or  two  of  notification.  Charlton  School  was  closed  for  four  weeks  and  dis¬ 
infected. 

Marlborough. — No  cases  were  reported. 

Melksham. — 7  cases  were  notified.  All  occurred  in  one  family  at  Hilperton,  and  one  died  in 
the  Hospital. 

Mere. — 5  cases  were  notified,  of  which  4  came  from  Stourton  and  one  from  Mere.  The  case  at 
Mere  was  an  isolated  one,  and  the  source  of  infection  could  not  be  traced.  The  Stourton  cases  all 
occurred  amongst  children  attending  the  National  Schools,  but  the  origin  of  the  infection  could  not 
be  discovered.  The  schools  were  closed  for  a  considerable  time  on  account  of  the  disease,  the  sani¬ 
tary  system  overhauled  and  improved,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  from 
spreading. 

Pewsey. — Only  four  cases  were  notified,  and  occurred  in  villages  widely  separate,  and  had  no 
connection  with  each  other.  Three  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  one  died  (an  infant) 
at  home. 

Ramsbury. — Of  the  five  cases  notified  four  occurred  in  one  family.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  the  isolation  adopted  prevented  the  spread  of  the  disease  to  neighbouring  families. 

Salisbury. — Six  cases  only  were  notified  during  the  year.  Four  of  these  were  from  West 
Harnham,  and  notified  one  in  January,  one  in  February,  one  in  September,  and  one  in  December. 
There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  connection  between  these  cases. 

Tetbury. — One  sporadic  case  was  notified  from  the  parish  of  Ashley. 

Tisbury. — Seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  came  under  observation. 

2  from  Sutton  Mandeville,  both  in  the  same  house. 

2  from  Wardour,  both  in  the  same  house. 

2  from  Donhead  St.  Andrew. 

1  from  Donhead  St.  Mary. 

The  cases  from  Sutton  were  notified  on  March  27th  and  April  6th  respectively.  I  could  find 
no  direct  cause  for  infection  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  six  months  previously,  on  September 
8th,  1912,  I  received  a  notification  from  a  neighbouring  institution  that  a  boy  living  less  than  100 
yards  away  from  the  house  in  which  these  cases  occurred  was  suffering  from  scarlatinal  nephritis. 
The  two  Wardour  cases  may  have  been  infected  by  children  who  had  come  from  London,  and  sent 
by  some  Society,  but  I  have  no  direct  evidence  of  this. 
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The  case  at  Donhead  St.  Mary  was  undoubtedly  imported,  as  was  one  of  the  cases  at  Donhead 
St.  Andrew.  The  patient  had  been  on  holiday  at  Lyme  Regis,  and  was  feeling  ill  when  returning 
with  sore  throat.  The  rash  developed  the  following  day. 

Warminster. — Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified.  The  action  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath  in 
at  once  putting  an  empty  house  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council,  and  supplying  a  nurse  is  much  to 
be  commended.  This  action  prevented  an  epidemic  at  Horningsham. 

Westbury.— Scarlet  Fever  appeared  likely  to  become  serious  in  Dilton  Marsh  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  six  cases  being  notified  in  different  families  about  the  same  time.  These  were  isolated, 
and  wrhen  one  considers  how  populous  the  village  of  Dilton  Marsh  is,  and  the  large  number  of 
children  living  there  of  an  age  likely  to  contract  the  disease,  one  realises  the  enormous  value  the 
Isolation  Hospital  has  been  in  preventing  what  might  have  been  a  very  serious  epidemic  involving 
perhaps  serious  loss  of  life. 

Wilton. — Fifteen  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified  during  1913,  of  whom  eight  were  removed 
to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  and  seven  were  supplied  with  disinfectants  at  their  own  homes. 

DIPHTHERIA 

The  number  of  notifications  of  Diphtheria  again  shows  a  decrease  from  the  previous  year,  241 
cases  being  reported  against  268  in  1912.  The  number  of  deaths  also  1  am  glad  to  say  has  been 
reduced  from  12  to  10  this  year. 

84  cases  with  one  death  were  reported  from  the  Urban  Districts,  and  they  were  distributed  as 
follows: — Swindon  51  cases  with  1  death,  Salisbury  15,  Trowbridge  7,  Marlborough  3,  Caine, 
Chippenham,  and  Devizes  2  each,  and  Bradford-on-Avon  and  Westbury  1  each.  78  or  92.85  of  the 
cases  in  the  Urban  Districts  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

157  cases  with  9  deaths  occurred  in  the  Rural  Districts,  and  have  to  be  allocated  as  follows:  — 
Devizes  33  with  1  death,  Cricklade  30  with  3  deaths,  Salisbury  23,  Pewsey  22  with  1  death,  Chip¬ 
penham  12,  Highworth  9  with  one  death,  Wilton  6,  Caine  5  with  a  death,  Warminster  5  with  a 
death,  Melksham  arid  Westbury  2  each,  Amesbury,  Marlborough,  Mere,  Ramsbury,  and  Tisbury 
had  one  case  each,  and  one  case  was  notified  which  unfortunately  proved  fatal. 

The  death-rate  for  the  County  was  0.03  compared  with  0.12  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
rates  for  the  smaller  towns  in  England  was  0.11  but  our  combined  Urban  Rate  was  only  0.007, 
whilst  the  rate  for  Rural  England  was  0.11  and  our  Rural  Rate  was  0.05,  so  that  in  every  respect 
Wilts  compares  very  favourably  with  the  English  rates. 

I  give  extracts  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  the  outbreaks  in 
their  respective  districts. 


Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — Only  one  case  was  reported,  the  man  had  come  from  Horfield  Barracks 
the  day  he  developed  it. 

Calne. — Two  cases  were  notified  from  different  localities.  Both  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  no  further  spread  occurred. 

Chippenham. — Two  cases  were  reported,  one  in  March  and  one  in  December.  Both  were  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Whilst  investigating  the  latter  case  I  found  that  the  child  at¬ 
tended  the  same  school  and  had  been  sitting  beside  a  child  who  resided  in  the  Rural  District  who 
was  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  I  immediately  excluded  from  school  the  children  attending  that 
class,  and  informed  the  School  Medical  Officer  who  ultimately  closed  the  whole  school. 

Devizes. — Two  cases  occurred,  and  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Malmesbury. — The  district  was  entirely  free  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

Marlborough. — Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Melksham. — No  notification  was  received  during  the  year. 

Salisbury. — Fifteen  cases  of  Diptheria  occurred  in  the  District,  without  a  death  resulting. 
Fourteen  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Swindon. — There  has  been  a  very  considerable  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
Town  during  the  year  1913  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  incidence  of  the  disease  has 
been  chiefly  in  the  West  (16)  and  North  (15)  Wards.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  maximum  intensity 
of  Diphtheria  was  in  the  month  of  December  when  15  cases  were  notified,  and  that  in  February, 
June,  July  and  September  only  one  case  occurred  in  each  month.  With  regard  to  school  infection 
Clarence  Street,  Jennings  Street,  and  Westcott  Place  Schools  had  each  seven  chilren  attending  the 
schools  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  and  that  the  Technical,  Higher  Elementary,  Lethbridge  Road, 
King  William  Street,  St.  Mark’s  and  Maxwell  Street  Schools  had  no  case  of  the  disease  among  the 
children  attending  them.  Of  the  51  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  49  were  removed  to  Hospital  for 
treatment.  It  is  always  the  practice  to  examine  a  culture  taken  from  the  throat  of  each  patient 
on  admission  to  Hospital.  During  the  year  it  was  found  that  in  twelve  instances  the  specific 
organism  of  the  disease  was  absent.  In  the  month  of  December  three  children  suffering  from 
Diphtheria  were  removed  from  one  house  in  the  Queen’s  Ward,  where  it  was  subsequently  found 
that  they  had  been  living  over  a  faulty  combined  drain  which  ran  under  the  house.  These  cases 
were  not  detected  for  some  time  and  were  very  possibly  responsible  for  other  infections  among 
children  they  came  in  contact  with.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  has  been  no  epidemic  pre¬ 
valence  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Town  during  the  year.  In  all  cases  disinfection  of  infected  rooms  by 
means  of  Formalin  and  all  articles  of  bedding  and  personal  clothing  by  steam  disinfection,  is  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Sanitary  Staff.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  of  charge  to  all  practitioners  applying  for  it. 

Trowbridge. — Diphtheria  shows  a  considerably  diminished  prevalence  compared  with  former 
years.  Five  of  the  seven  cases  notified  occurred  in  one  family.  No  case  was  notified  after  July 
12  th. 

Warminster. — Only  two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Westbury. — One  case  was  notified,  and  was  immediately  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Trowbridge. 

Wilton. — The  district  was  entirely  free  from  the  disease. 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — Only  one  mild  case  was  notified  from  Durrington.  I  cannot  attribute  it  to  any 
sanitary  defect  as  the  cottage  and  surrounding  premises  were  clean  and  well  kept. 

Bradford-on- Avon. — Two  cases  occurred  in  one  house  at  Atworth;  the  origin  of  the  disease 
could  not  be  traced. 

Calne. — Two  cases  in  one  house  were  notified.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  one  of  the 
family  had  been  away  from  home  in  a  district  where  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria,  and 
when  away  she  had  a  slight  sore  throat  which  did  not  make  her  ill.  On  her  return  home  she  slept 
with  the  two  cases  notified.  A  swab  of  her  throat  was  taken  which  gave  a  positive  Diphtheria  re¬ 
sult.  Two  more  cases  were  notified  from  the  same  house.  All  five  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  isolated.  No  further  cases  occurred. 

Chippenham. — 12  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  of  these  7  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  3  of  these  7  were  very  serious  cases,  active  treatment  not  being  available  in  the  early 
stage  of  the  disease.  There  were  no  deaths.  While  investigating  one  of  these  cases,  I  found  that 
the  child  attended  the  same  school  and  had  been  sitting  beside  a  child  who  resided  in  the  Urban 
District  who  was  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  I  immediately  excluded  from  school  attendance  the 
children  from  that  class  and  so  informed  the  School  Medical  Officer,  who  ultimately  closed  the 
whole  school.  These  measures  no  doubt  prevented  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett. — An  unfortunate  outbreak  of  this  disease  occurred  among 
the  children  of  the  Wootton  Bassett  schools,  attended,  I  regret  to  say,  by  3  fatalities.  30  cases 
were  notified,  only  one  of  them  occurring  in  the  Cricklade  sub-division,  and  this  being  the  ward 


t 


39 


maid  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  All  the  30  cases  were  treated  at  the  Lydiard  Hospital.  Cases  of 
sore  throat  were  first  observed  to  be  occurring  early  in  May,  and  shortly  afterwards  cases  of  diph¬ 
theria  were  notified  among  the  children  in  the  Church  of  England  school,  Wootton  Bassett.  No 
source  of  infection  could  be  traced  in  the  first  cases,  and  to  limit,  if  possible,  the  outbreak  it  was 
decided  to  take  swabbings  from  the  throats  of  all  the  children  and  mistresses  in  the  school.  The 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  County  was  communicated  with,  and  he  concurred  in  this  action  but 
was  unable  to  render  any  assistance  in  the  matter  as  he  was  elsewhere  engaged.  As  the  result  of 
the  examination  of  the  swabs,  5  cases  were  found  to  have  the  microrganism  of  diphtheria  present  in 
their  throats  without  showing  clinical  signs  of  the  disease.  These  children  were  sent  to  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital.  The  school  was  closed  and  thorough  disinfection  carried  out  on  three  occasions, 
pencils  and  articles  of  common  use  being  destroyed.  A  thorough  examination  of  the  school  drain¬ 
age  was  made,  but  nothing  at  all  unsatisfactory  discovered.  The  school  was  closed  from  June  6th 
to  September  22nd,  and  the  occurrence  of  fresh  eases  gradually  ceased.  There  was  the  usual  popu¬ 
lar  outcry  as  to  the  drains  being  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  but  I  cannot  agree  in  any  way  with  this 
opinion.  Sporadic  cases  of  diphtheria  occur  every  year  in  this  district,  and  granted  a  suitable 
chance  of  spreading,  such  as  occur  among  children  crowded  together  in  a  school,  with  perhaps,  as  in 
the  present  instance,  prevalent  sore  throats,  there  naturally  follows  an  epidemic  such  as  the  one 
now  described.  At  the  beginning  of  September,  one  or  two  cases  occurred  among  children  at  the 
Council  Schools.  These  were  immediately  closed — from  September  1st  to  22nd — and  this  had  for¬ 
tunately  the  effect  of  limiting  the  second  outbreak.  Of  the  30  cases,  29  occurred  among  children 
between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  and  only  1  adult  was  attacked. 

Devizes. — Of  the  33  cases  of  diphtheria  30  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Potterne,  1  in  Boundway, 
1  in  West  Lavington,  and  1  in  Bromham.  Diphtheria,  unfortunately,  seems  to  be  more  or  less 
epidemic  in  the  parish  of  Potterne,  an  occasional  case  now  and  then  with  limited  outbreaks  occurr¬ 
ing  at  intervals — invariably  from  school  infection  by  carrier — Pas  been  the  course  of  events.  I  am 
quite  sure  a  considerable  number  escape  detection  altogether.  Most  of  those  that  are  reported  are 
found  to  have  been  ill  for  some  days,  and  are  not  notified  until  they  are  seriously  ill  and  give 
anxiety  to  their  friends,  and  there  have  been  in  all  probability  a  number  of  mild  cases  that  have 
got  apparently  well  quickly,  but  which  are  capable  of  conveying  infection  for  a  long  time,  that  have 
never  been  reported  at  all.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  check  their  recurrence  unless  you  get  really 
intelligent  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  parents  of  children. 

All  notified  were  removed  into  the  Hospital. 

The  other  3  cases  were: — from  West  Lavington,  1;  contracted  at  Potterne,  Boundway,  1;  and 
Bromham,  1. 

High  worth. — It  is  a  coincidence  that  the  same  number  of  infections  from  this  disease  have 
occurred  as  in  the  previous  year,  viz.,  9.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  five  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
notified  of  this  disease  contracted  it  either  directly  or  indirectly  from  sources  of  infection  outside 
the  Highworth  District.  One  of  the  infections  was  due  to  a  “  carrier,”  who  was  afterwards  isolated 
until  he  was  found  to  be  free  of  the  specific  bacillus  of  the  disease.  Three  infections  occurred  in 
one  family,  the  disease  in  this  instance  having  been  introduced  from  outside  the  district.  The 
fatality  from  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Bodbourne  Cheney.  The  lad  was  not  able  to  be  removed  to 
Hospital,  and  I  had  no  opportunity  of  verifying  the  diagnosis.  I  have,  however,  little  doubt  but 
that  it  was  correct.  The  incidence  of  this  disease  attributable  to  causes  existing  in  the  Highworth 
District  will  be  thus  seen  to  be  quite  insignificant  during  the  year. 

Malmesbury. — Only  one  case  was  reported  throughout  the  year. 

Marlborough. — Only  one  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Melksham. — Two  cases  were  notified,  one  a  slight  case  in  an  adult  at  Beanacre  and  the  other 
was  imported  from  Sheffield  by  a  visitor  to  Seend. 

Mere. — One  case  was  reported  at  Mere.  The  child  was  infected  probably  whilst  travelling  in 
a  train,  as  other  children  in  the  same  carriage  had  recently  suffered  from  sore  throats. 

Pewsey. — 22  cases  were  notified,  viz.,  Easton  Boyal  10,  Pewsey  10,  and  one  case  each  at  Lud- 
gershall  and  North  Tidworth. 
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Regarding  the  Easton  Royal  outbreak,  this  occurred  before  I  took  up  office,  and  no  details  are 
recorded  in  the  Register  as  to  the  probable  cause  of  the  outbreak.  The  schools  were  closed  twice 
during  the  year  on  account  of  the  disease.  Unfortunately,  there  was  one  death,  a  child  aged  5 
years.  Eight  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Pewsey  outbreak  occurred  in  the  month  of  October.  I  personally  investigated  the  cause 
of  the  outbreak,  which  wTas  due,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  disease  being  imported,  and  direct  con¬ 
tagion  was  traced  from  case  to  case.  At  my  request,  the  School  Medical  Officer  took  swabbings 
from  the  throats  of  the  children  attending  the  public  elementary  schools,  and  the  Bacillus  Diph- 
therise  was  reported  present  in  several  instances.  All  the  cases  discovered  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  immediately,  the  schools  closed,  and  contacts  kept  under  observation.  These 
measures  happily  stayed  the  outbreak  at  the  onset. 

The  cases  at  Ludgershall  and  North  Tidworth  were  sporadic,  and  there  was  no  spread  of  the 
mischief. 

Ramsbury. — The  only  case  notified  during  the  year  occurred  at  Great  Bedwyn  in  March. 

Salisbury. — Twenty-three  cases  have  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year.  Ten  of  these 
cases  occurred  at  Downton,  and  ten  at  Redlynch.  The  remaining  three  were  isolated  cases,  which 
occurred  at  Landford  and  Standlynch  respectively 

Of  the  Downton  cases,  eight  were  notified  between  October  9th  and  October  16th,  from  water¬ 
side  cottages,  six  occurring  in  one  house;  in  these  cases  the  infection  was  spread  by  contact,  the 
sanitary  condition  of  these  cottages  was  favourable  to  the  spread  of  infection.  The  other  two 
Downton  cases  were  from  the  Borough,  Downton,  and  were  notified  in  April  and  July. 

Redlynch  cases. — First  case  notified  on  22nd  June,  next  on  27th  June.  These  cases  were,  I 
think,  due  to  a  carrier  case,  which  was  detected. 

In  July,  August,  and  September,  seven  more  cases  were  notified.  Five  were  from  one  family, 
and  the  circumstances  point  to  the  remaining  cases  being  due  to  the  same  source  of  infection  (prob¬ 
ably  contact  with  a  previous  case) . 

Tetbury. — No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 

Tisbury. — Only  one  case  occurred  at  Donhead  in  November,  and  the  patient  was  promptly  re¬ 
moved  by  her  employer  to  a  neighbouring  isolation  hospital. 

Warminster. — Five  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown. — Only  two  cases  occurred  during  the  year  compared  with  7 
in  1912,  and  20  in  1911. 

Wilton. — Of  the  six  cases  of  diphtheria  notified,  all  were  traceable  to  the  same  child.  This 
boy  was  verbally  notified  on  the  30th  July  as  being  a  suspicious  case  of  Nasal  Diphtheria, 
but  on  visiting  the  house  on  the  same  day  I  found  he  had  been  removed  to  the  care  of  an  Aunt  at 
Southampton,  and  the  notification  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Southampton.  Next 
morning  I  was  advised  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Wandsworth  that  a  child  who  had 
been  on  a  visit  to  the  first  boy’s  house  till  25th  July,  was  taken  on  26th  July  to  the  Victoria  Hos¬ 
pital,  Chelsea,  suffering  from  Diphtheria.  Another  case  occurred  here  in  the  first  house  on  August 
7th,  and  this  was  followed  by  four  contact  cases  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  Two  cases  were 
sent  to  the  Infectious  Hospital  at  Stratford-sub-Castle.  Swabs  were  also  taken  from  all  other 
cases  of  suspicious  sore  throat. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

18  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  with  2  deaths  were  notified  against  10  in  1912.  The  cases  in  the 
Urban  Districts  were  distributed  as  follows: — Bradford-on-Avon  3,  Swindon  2  with  one  fatality, 
Caine,  Devizes,  Marlborough,  Salisbury,  Trowbridge,  and  Warminster  had  one  case  each.  The 
cases  in  the  Rural  Districts  occurred  as  follows: — Chippenham,  Cricklade,  Devizes,  Highworth, 
Malmesbury,  Pewsey,  and  Wilton,  one  each;  the  Cricklade  case  died  in  the  Gorse  Hill  Hospital, 
Swindon.  There  was  no  connection  between  any  of  the  cases  in  the  different  districts. 
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Wilts  is  singularly  free  Jrom  this  disease,  and  exhaustive  investigation  is  made  into  every  case 
immediately  it  is  notified,  and  careful  instructions  given  regarding  the  disposal  of  the  excreta  and 
disinfection.  This,  in  conjunction  with  the  careful  and  continued  vigil  maintained  over  the  water 
supply  of  the  County  is  probably  the  reason  of  our  immunity  from  the  disease,  and  the  very  favour¬ 
able  position  we  hold  compared  with  other  counties. 

I  give  a  short  history  of  the  notified  cases. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — In  February  three  cases  of  Enteric  (Typhoid)  Fever  were  notified  from 
one  house  in  Tory,  the  three  patients  were  all  removed  to  the  Isolation  Flospital  and  made  good 
recoveries.  No  cause  could  be  found  for  the  complaint,  no  shell-fish  or  water-cress  had  been  eaten, 
the  milk  and  water  supplies  were  good,  the  children  had  not  been  away  from  home,  and  there  were 
no  other  cases  in  the  district,  and  no  more  cases  occurred. 

Calne. — The  only  case  occurred  early  in  the  year,  and  was  of  a  mild  ambulant  nature.  At 
first  there  was  some  doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis,  but  it  subsequently  turned  out  to  be  Typhoid.  The 
man  was  a  gardener,  and  was  isolated  at  home,  and  no  further  case  occurred. 

Devizes. — The  only  case  notified  was  an  imported  one.  The  patient  was  not  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  but  was  nursed  in  a  good  class  private  house  by  a  special  nurse. 

Marlborough. — One  mild  case  occurred,  which  was  imported. 

Salisbury. — One  case  occurred,  the  patient  being  treated  outside  the  district. 

Swindon. — As  in  the  previous  year  only  two  infections  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  Borough 
area,  one  of  which  was  fatal.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in  neither  case  did  the  disease  originate 
in  the  town. 

Trowbridge. — One  isolated  case  occurred  in  January,  the  origin  of  which  it  was  not  possible  to 
trace. 

Warminster. — One  case  occurred  in  November.  On  investigation  by  the  Widal  method  the 
result  was  negative. 


Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — One  case  of  suspected  Enteric  Fever  was  notified,  but  the  blood  re-action  proving 
negative,  the  notification  was  withdrawn. 

Chippenham. — One  case  of  Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever  was  notified.  The  patient  had  been  ill 
some  days  in  London  previous  to  her  coming  into  this  district.  An  examination  of  the  blood  con¬ 
firmed  the  diagnosis,  the  patient  was  isolated,  all  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  disease 
spreading,  including  the  use  of  a  temporary  furnace.  I  also  communicated  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  district  where  she  resided  in  London,  I  heard  that  one  of  the  house  drains  was 
found  to  be  defective.  The  patient  made  a  good  recovery.  The  rooms  used  have  been  disin¬ 
fected,  re-papered  and  painted. 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett. — One  case  was  notified  from  Wootton  Bassett.  The  case 
was  sent  to  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Swindon,  and  subsequently  transferred  to  the  Gorse  Hill  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital.  Death  took  place  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  attack.  The  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed 
by  bacteriological  examination.  No  source  of  infection  could  be  traced,  and  no  further  cases 
occurred. 

Devizes. — Only  one  case  occurred  at  Worton.  It  was  difficult  to  trace  as  the  boy  had  been 
working  away  from  home.  He  was  admitted  into  the  Cottage  Hospital,  the  diagnosis  being  doubt¬ 
ful  at  first,  and  he  remained  there  until  well. 

Malmesbury. — One  case  was  notified  from  Cleverton.  The  patient  came  from  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Taunton.  He  was  at  Cleverton  a  week  before  his  present  illness  started,  but  he  had  been 
ill  for  some  while  with  aortic  incompetence.  No  milk  is  sent  away  from  the  farm  where  the  patient 
is.  They  milk  one  or  two  cows  and  the  milk  was  made  into  butter  and  sold  to  a  man  in  Seagry, 
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but  this  was  discontinued.  The  medical  man  in  attendance  was  inclined  to  look  on  the  case  as  one 
of  infective  endocarditis.  It  was  a  very  abnormal  typhoid  case,  although  the  blood  re-action  was 
positive. 

Pewsey. — One  case  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Everley,  and  was  efficiently  isolated  at  home.  I 
investigated  the  case,  but  was  unable  to  definitely  state  what  was  the  origin  of  the  mischief.  I 
examined  the  water  supply,  and  found  it  to  be  contaminated.  I  also  gave  minute  instructions  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  alvine  discharges.  The  premises  were  subsequently  thoroughly 
overhauled,  and  suggestions  were  made  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  and  sur¬ 
roundings  generally. 

Wilton. — One  suspected  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified,  but  the  blood  re-action  proved 
negative,  and  the  further  development  of  the  symptoms  led  to  its  being  subsequently  notified  as 
tubercular  peritonitis. 

MEASLES. 

This  disease  is  notifiable  in  only  two  districts  in  the  County,  viz.,  Devizes  Urban  where  353 
cases  were  reported,  and  Cricklade  Bural  where  740  cases  were  notified,  making  a  total  for  the  two 
districts  of  1,093.  124  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  year,  and  were  equally  divided 

between  the  Urban  and  Bural  Districts. 

This  disease  not  being  compulsorily  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act, 
the  only  way  of  gauging  its  prevalence  is  by  the  number  of  schools  closed  and  the  number  of  deaths. 
During  the  year  1913,  no  fewer  than  100  schools  out  of  a  total  of  134  were  closed  on  account  of 
outbreaks  of  Measles.  The  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  his  report 
for  1912-13,  states  “  The  administrative  control  of  Measles  presents  very  great  difficulties. 
Probably  the  notification  of  first  cases  in  families  by  the  medical  attendant  or  by  the  parent  would 
be  helpful.  Compulsory  notification  of  all  recognised  cases  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notifi¬ 
cation)  Act  has  not,  however,  had  any  marked  success;  and  a  number  of  local  authorities  who  have 
added  Measles  to  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases  have  applied  to  the  Board  for,  and  have  received, 
permission  to  revoke  the  orders  for  the  notification  of  the  disease.  Evidently  no  system  of  notifi¬ 
cation  is  likely  to  fulfil  its  possibilities  of  utility  unless  during  epidemic  periods  the  local  council 
follow  the  advice  given  by  the  Board — it  is  essential  that  each  medical  officer  of  health  should  be 
provided  with  an  adequate  staff.  « 

Not  infrequently  objection  is  raised  to  the  attendance  at  school  of  children  who  have  had 
measles  and  are  over  the  age  of  attendance  in  infant  schools,  who  come  from  households  in  which 
there  is  a  case  of  Measles.  Such  attendance  under  the  common  conditions  of  town  life  is  justifi¬ 
able,  so  long  that  it  remains  true  that  most  of  the  children  above  the  infant  classes  have  already 
had  measles.  All  clinical  evidence  points  to  the  conclusion  that  measles  is  infectious  chiefly  by 
direct  conveyance  from  the  patient,  and  that  its  conveyance  by  “  fomites  ”  in  practice  is  negli¬ 
gible.  Experiments  on  monkeys  have  shown  that  the  disease  could  be  transmitted  by  hypodermic 
injection  of  the  nasal  and  oral  secretions  of  human  cases  of  measles,  but  that  as  the  disease  pro¬ 
gressed  this  infectivity  of  the  secretions  was  lost. 

Apart  from  prevention  of  prevalence  of  measles,  which  at  present  appears  impracticable,  much 
can  be  done  to  diminish  the  fatality  of  attacks  of  this  disease.  Impressed  with  this  consideration 
the  Local  Government  Board  issued  orders  enabling  the  metropolitan  asylum  managers  to  receive 
patients  suffering  from  measles  (and  whooping  cough)  into  their  hospitals,  subject  to  certain  condi¬ 
tions.  The  report  of  the  Asylums  Board  in  commenting  on  the  figures  for  1912  draws  attention  to 
the  fact  that  “  the  high  mortality  rates  are  the  result  of  the  special  class  of  cases  admitted.  At 
present  admission  is  confined  to  children  of  the  poorest  class  recommended  by  poor  law  medical 
officers  and  medical  officers  of  health.” 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough  does  not  seem  to  have  been  so  prevalent  as  in  the  previous  year,  only  three 
schools  having  been  closed  on  account  of  outbreaks  compared  with  45  in  1912. 
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The  number  of  deaths  also  showed  a  considerable  reduction,  20  having  occurred  again  32  in 
1912.  Of  this  number  12  occurred  in  the  Urban  and  8  in  the  Eural  Districts. 

The  death-rates  for  the  various  districts  is  as  follows:  — 

County  ...  ...  0.06  per  1,000  of  population. 

Urban  Districts  ...  0.09  ,,  ,, 

Rural  Districts  ...  0.04  ,,  ,, 

DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

Although  the  meteorological  conditions  were  favourable  to  the  development  and  spread  of 
Diarrhoea,  only  a  very  slight  increase  has  to  be  recorded  in  the  number  of  deaths,  61  occurring 
against  59  in  1912.  This  can  be  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory. 

There  were  34  deaths  in  the  Urban  Districts  distributed  as  follows: — Caine,  Marlborough, 
Melksham,  one  each;  Salisbury  9,  Swindon  14,  Trowbridge  6,  and  Warminster  2. 

The  27  deaths  in  the  Rural  Districts  occurred  in  the  following  districts: — Bradford-on-Avon, 
Marlborough,  Pewsey,  Tisbury,  and  Wilton  one  each;  Chippenham  5,  Cricklade  4,  Highworth  8, 
Salisbury  3,  and  Westbury  2. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  deaths  was  as  follows:  — 


Under  1 

1  &  2 

2  &  5 

5  &  15 

15  &  25 

25  &  45 

45  &  65 

Over  65 

40 

7 

5 

1 

1 

2 

5 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Further  provision  has  been  made  for  isolation  hospital  accommodation  in  the  County  during  the 
year.  Pewsey  is  now  combined  with  the  Devizes  Hospital  District,  and  building  operations  have 
commenced  on  the  new  hospital  for  the  Warminster  Urban  and  Rural  Districts.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  Warminster  Hospital  will  be  ready  for  occupation  before  the  end  of  this  year. 

The  County  is  now  well  covered  with  isolation  hospitals,  the  only  districts  without  proper 
accommodation  being,  Mere,  Malmesbury,  Ramsbury,  and  Tisbury.  I  would  suggest  that  these 
districts  should  erect  a  small  cottage  hospital,  as  being  milk  producing  districts  prompt  and  effi¬ 
cient  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  a  matter  of  paramount  importance. 

I  give  below  a  brief  description  of  the  isolation  hospital  accommodation  in  every  district  in  the 
County. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on-Avon.— -This  district  forms  part  of  the  Trowbridge  and  District  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital  District. 

Calne. — The  staff  of  the  Hospital  consists  of  a  married  Caretaker,  who  acts  as  Matron. 
Nurses  are  obtained  when  required.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  superintends  the  removal  of 
patients  to  the  Hospital.  They  are  removed  in  an  ambulance  carriage  which  is  disinfected  after 
each  removal.  The  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  used  by  the  patients  is  disinfected  in  a  Thresh ’s  Disin¬ 
fector  at  the  Hospital. 

Chippenham. — This  hospital  is  worked  jointly  by  the  Chippenham  Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary  - 
Authorities.  The  Committee  of  Management  is  composed  of  fourteen  members,  two  appointed  by 
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the  County  Council,  four  by  the  Urban  and  eight  by  the  Rural  Authorities.  The  Committee  meet 
once  a  month.  The  accommodation  is  sufficient.  During  the  past  year  thirty-one  patients  have 
been  admitted  to  the  hospital,  eighteen  from  the  Urban  District,  sixteen  Scarlet  Fever  and  two 
Diphtheria;  thirteen  from  the  Rural  District,  seven  Diphtheria,  and  six  Scarlatina.  There  were  no 
deaths.  The  rain  water  tank  erected  in  the  month  of  August  has  provided  a  good  supply  of  soft 
water,  which  has  been  found  most  useful  in  the  laundry.  The  new  Thresh  Disinfector  is  working 
satisfactorily. 

The  Committee  have  become  subscribers  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association.  This  enables 
them  to  have  bacteriological  examination  of  the  throat  made  before  any  child,  convalescent"  from 
Diphtheria,  is  discharged  from  the  hospital. 

The  staff  consists  of  a  Matron,  who  is  a  certificated  nurse,  an  Assistant  Nurse,  one  wardsmaid, 
one  laundress,  one  cook;  extra  nurses  are  obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  and  other  Institutions 
when  required.  Nurse  Warren  is  still  acting  as  Matron,  she  still  continues  to  enjoy  the  entire 
confidence  of  those  working  for  and  with  her. 

Devizes. — Forms  part  of  the  Devizes  Hospital  District. 

Marlborough. — A  small  permanent  Hospital  near  the  Workhouse,  for  the  joint  use  of  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts.  No  contribution  was  made  from  the  County  funds  for  its  erection, 
and  nothing  is  contributed  for  its  upkeep.  Arrangements  for  Small  Pox  have  been  made;  no  Hos¬ 
pital  District  formed  under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893. 

Melksham. — Part  of  Trowbridge  Joint  Hospital  District. 

Salisbury. — Forms  part  of  the  Salisbury  and  District  Hospital  District.  It  is  a  hospital  built 
in  accordance  with  modern  ideas,  and  three  diseases  can  be  concurrently  treated.  55  cases  of 
infectious  disease  were  admitted  from  this  district. 

Swindon. — The  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases  situate  within  the  Borough  is  administered  by 
an  authority  known  as  the  Swindon  and  District  Hospital  Board,  consisting  of  members  of  the 
Swindon  Borough  Council,  representatives  from  the  Rural  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  High  worth 
Union  and  members  of  the  Wilts  County  Council  representing  that  body.  The  area  of  Hospital 
administration  is  represented  by  the  area  of  the  High  worth  Union.  The  Hospital  affords  accom¬ 
modation  for  60  cases  and  all  classes  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  are  admitted.  It  was  opened  in 
the  year  1890,  and  was  erected  from  plans  approved  by  the  late  Dr.  Thorne  Thorne,  providing  24 
beds  in  two  blocks.  An  administrative  block  was  also  built  and  a  hand  laundry  and  dry  heat  disin¬ 
fector  was  provided.  Additions  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  including  an  acute  Scarlet 
Fever  pavilion,  observation  and  discharge  blocks,  a  mortuary  and  viewing  chamber,  steam  laundry 
and  disinfector,  also  a  sewing  room  and  bacteriological  laboratory.  Additions  have  also  been  made 
to  the  administrative  block,  and  a  temporary  structure  has  been  erected  to  provide  sleeping  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  domestic  staff  of  the  Hospital.  During  the  year  a  deputation  from  the  Board 
was  asked  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the  Wilts  County  Council  to  discuss  certain  proposals  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  adjoining  the  Hospital  for  accommodating  advanced  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis — these  buildings  to  be  administered  by  the  Hospital  staff  augmented  for  the  purpose. 
No  steps  have  as  yet  been  taken  to  provide  the  additional  buildings,  the  scheme  for  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  Hospital  Board.  The  Isolation  Hospital  is  superintended  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  who  is  also  M.O.H.  for  the  Highworth  Rural  District.  The  Staff 
is  under  the  control  of  a  Matron,  who  has  been  in  the  service  of  the  Board  for  upwards  of  12  years. 
A  Small  Pox  Hospital  with  administrative  block  provides  accommodation  for  some  12  cases  of  the 
disease,  is  situate  f-mile  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  is  under  the  same  administration.  It  has 
never  yet  been  used  for  the  treatment  of  Small  Pox. 

Trowbridge. — Forms  part  of  the  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital  area.  There  is  ample 
accommodation  for  treating  three  diseases  simultaneously.  The  hospital  is  equipped  with  Admin¬ 
istrative  Block,  Horse  Ambulance,’  Laundry,  and  Steam  Disinfector.  No  accommodation  provided 
for  Small  Pox,  but  the  Committee  pays  an  annual  retaining  rent  for  an  isolated  field  near  Hilper- 
ton,  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  efrect  tents  and  huts.  10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  5  of  Diphtheria 
were  treated  at  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 
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Warminster. — 5  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  old  Isolation  Hospital  during  the 
year.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  the  new  Hospital.  The  site  has  been  purchased, 
the  contract  let,  and  building  operations  commenced.  This  new  Hospital  should  prove  of  consider¬ 
able  advantage  to  the  district. 

Westbury. — Forms  part  of  the  Trowbridge  Isolation  Hospital  District.  One  case  each  of 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  were  isolated  from  this  district. 

Wilton. — The  Joint  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  the  five  adjoining  Sanitary 
Districts  (Salisbury  Urban  and  Rural,  Wilton  Urban  and  Rural,  and  Amesbury)  has  been  in  full 
operation  during  the  year.  Besides  administration  accommodation  it  has  44  available  beds;  30  for 
Scarlatina,  10  for  Diphtheria,  and  4  for  observation.  The  Small  Pox  Hospital  on  Combe  Down  has 
not  been  opened  during  the  year,  but  it  remains  in  readiness  should  it  be  wanted. 


Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — Forms  part  of  the  Salisbury  and  District  Hospital.  11  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  removed  for  isolation. 

Bradford-on- Avon. — Is  part  of  the  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital.  2  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  3  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  for  isolation. 

Calne. — Is  combined  with  the  Urban  District  to  form  the  Isolation  Hospital  area.  5  cases 
of  Diphtheria  and  2  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  isolated  during  the  year. 

Chippenham. — With  the  Urban  District  forms  the  Hospital  District.  Seven  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria  and  six  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  moved  to  hospital. 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett. — 34  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  treated  at  the  Hospital 
during  the  year,  30  being  cases  of  diphtheria  and  4  of  scarlet  fever.  As  before  stated,  a  new  and 
separate  building  is  to  be  erected  to  enable  treatment  of  two  diseases  to  be  carried  out  at  the  same 
time.  The  plans  have  been  drawn  up  but  have  not  yet  been  approved.  I  trust,  however,  that 
the  block  will  be  in  order  to  receive  patients  if  necessary  by  the  end  of  the  present  year.  It  will 
prove  a  boon  to  your  Sanitary  Authority,  and  in  the  end  be  a  great  saving  of  expense. 

Devizes. — At  the  close  of  the  year  1912,  25  cases  were  remaining  and  72  new  cases  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  making  97  under  treatment.  The  97  cases  were  in  3,565  days,  or  an  average  of  36.7  days 
per  patient,  and  the  average  number  of  patients  per  day  was  9.  One  death  occurred  from  Diph¬ 
theria,  a  case  which  was  moribund  on  admission,  and  there  was  a  number  of  severe  cases.  35  of 
the  cases  were  from  this  Rural  District,  viz.,  Diphtheria  32,  Scarlet  Fever  2,  and  Enteric  Fever,  1. 
Enteric  Fever  1. 

Highworth. — Forms  part  of  the  Swindon  District.  Sixteen  cases  were  isolated,  viz.,  Diph¬ 
theria  4,  Scarlet  Fever  11,  and  Enteric  Fever,  1. 

Malmesbury. — The  Isolation  Hospital  was  opened  from  July  21st  to  December  23rd,  in  con 
nection  with  the  Scarlet  Fever  outbreak. 

There  is  at  times,  especially  in  the  haymaking  season,  a  difficulty  in  getting  a  horse  for  the 
ambulance.  The  Urban  District  Council  of  Malmesbury  has  now  two  horses  in  their  possession, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  some  arrangement  be  made  whereby  these  horses  can  be  hired  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  removing  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

During  the  year  pathogenic  material  was  examined  on  eight  occasions  by  the  Clinical  Research 
Association  in  suspected  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Marlborough. — Forms  a  Hospital  District  in  combination  with  the  Urban  District.  1  case  of 
Diphtheria  was  removed  for  isolation. 

Melksham. — Forms  part  of  the  Trowbridge  Joint  District.  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  7  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

% 

Mere. — There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  in  the  District. 
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Pewsey. — Of  these,  20  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  3  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital  at  Devizes.  I  may  here  say  that  the  arrangement  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  at  Devizes  is  running  smoothly,  and  is  proving  a  boon  to  the  District.  The  prompt 
and  efficient  isolation  of  infectious  disease  in  a  large  milk-producing  district  like  this  is  a  matter 
of  necessity. 

Bamsbury. — No  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  available. 

Salisbury. — The  Salisbury  and  District  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  provided  for  the  Amesbury, 
Salisbury  and  Wilton  districts,  was  opened  on  the  12th  October,  1912.  This  Hospital  provides 
suitable  accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  District,  and  contains  44  beds. 

Twenty-nine  cases  from  the  District  were  admitted  into  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Tetbury. — No  isolation  accommodation  available  for  the  district. 

Tisbury. — No  isolation  accommodation  available  for  infectious  disease. 

Warminster. — The  new  hospital  for  the  Urban  and  Bural  District  is  in  course  of  erection. 

Westbury. — Forms  part  of  the  Trowbridge  Hospital  District.  2  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  9  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  isolated  at  Trowbridge. 

Wilton. — 2  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  8  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Joint  Hospital  at 
Stratford-sub-Castle. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  amount  of  rain  that  fell  during  the  year,  only  31.91 
inches  of  rain  being  recorded  against  41.49  in  1912.  Despite  this  great  fall  there  was  no  serious 
curtailing  of  our  water  supply  during  the  year,  and  no  inconvenience  was  experienced. 

During  the  year  I  investigated  the  supplies  of  various  villages,  and  efforts  are  now  being  made 
to  provide  sufficient  and  wholesome  sources  of  supply.  The  question  of  water  supply  is  the  most 
important  in  public  health,  and  unremitting  care  is  always  exercised  to  protect  and  ensure  the 
purity  of  our  public  supplies,  and  in  this  I  think  we  are  fairly  successful. 

The  following  is  a  concise  report  of  our  water  supplies  in  every  district  in  the  County:  — 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — Thanks  to  the  new  wells  in  the  Avoncliff  Lane  the  water  supply  was 
constant  throughout  the  year. 

The  water  is  hard  in  character  varying  from  19.5  to  20.5  degrees;  this  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  considering  its  source  is  from  the  lime  stone;  it  has  no  solvent  action  on  lead,  but  deposits  lime 
salts  freely  on  the  pipes.  There  has  not  been  any  extension  of  the  system  during  the  year ;  five 
new  houses  have  been  supplied. 

The  houses  are  supplied  separately,  or  by  taps  for  small  groups;  every  house  in  the  district  is 
supplied  from  the  mains,  unless  they  have  a  pure  supply  of  their  own,  in  which  case  an  analysis  of 
the  water  has  been  taken. 

Calne. — The  district  is  supplied  for  the  most  part  by  the  Caine  Waterworks  Company.  Some 
few  houses,  however,  are  supplied  with  water  from  wells.  The  water  which  the  Water  Company 
supply  is  derived  from  springs  which  arise  just  below  the  Chalk  Downs  at  Calstone.  The  water 
is  very  pure,  hard  in  nature,  but  free  from  all  traces  of  inorganic  matter.  It  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  town  the  Supply  is  ample,  but  for  the  houses  which  are 
situated  on  the  higher  parts  of  the  town  there  is  never  sufficient  pressure  in  the  day  time  to  en¬ 
sure  a  continuous  supply,  especially  during  the  summer  months.  Some  of  these  houses  have  no 
water  supply  for  12  hours  or  more  in  the  day.  There  are  several  ways  in  which  the  difficulty 
could  be  met,  and  steps  should  be  taken  to  remedy  what  might  easily  become  a  source  of  danger  to 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 


47 


Chippenham. — This  is  derived  from  a  well  the  property  of  the  Authority,  the  quality  as  shown 
by  analysis  taken  from  time  to  time  is  excellent  and  the  quantity  is  abundant.  It  is  distributed 
over  the  whole  district  in  pipes  and  is  not  likely  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action.  For  some  years, 
at  uncertain  times,  conditions  and  places,  a  quantity  of  rust  was  found  in  the  water,  which  also 
had  a  peculiar  smell.  To  remedy  these  conditions  if  possible,  the  Council  called  in  the  aid  of  Dr. 
Bideal  and  other  noted  chemists  and  water  specialists,  and  now  have  fixed  on  the  Low  Level  pump¬ 
ing  main,  a  Candy  Aerating  Filter,  to  remove  the  iron  in  solution  and  suspension,  and  the  results 
are  most  satisfactory.  It  is  now  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  pass  both  the  High  and  Low 
Level  water  through  this  class  of  filter,  and  so  remove  the  cause  of  complaints. 

Devizes. — The  service  has  been  constant  during  the  year.  The  new  pumps  have  been  erected 
in  the  well  sunk  in  1905.  A  report  has  been  issued  recently  by  Mr.  Cunnington  of  the  development 
of  the  water  works  which  shows  that  the  daily  consumption  now  is  equal  to  170,000  gallons  per 
day,  and  points  out  the  need  for  a  new  reservoir,  which  he  regards  as  essential,  and  the  possible 
need  of  an  increase  in  the  underground  facilities  for  obtaining  and  storing  more  water.  In  previ¬ 
ous  reports  the  Medical  Officer  has  called  attention  to  the  lack  of  reservoir  accommodation. 

Malmesbury. — About  694  houses  are  supplied  from  the  Town  Water  Works.  This  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  5  on  the  past  year.  Eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  wells  in  the  district,  and  of 
these  six  were  condemned  and  two  were  only  just  within  the  limits  of  a  potable  water.  One  well 
was  closed  as  polluted.  I  estimate  that  there  are  now  about  five  wells  supplying  houses  in  the 
Borough. 

Marlborough. — The  water  supply  is  excellent.  The  present  reservoir  is  found  to  be  insuffi¬ 
cient  for  the  needs  of  the  town,  and  a  new  reservoir  is  to  be  made.  One  sample  was  taken  from  a 
private  well,  which  was  condemned  in  consequence. 

Melksham. — The  town  is  supplied  by  the  Trowbridge  Water  Co.  The  water  is  derived  from 
chalk  springs  and  is  of  great  purity,  but  has  a  haidness  of  19  degrees  reducible  by  boiling  to  5.  The 
service  is  constant,  and  nearly  every  house  is  connected  to  the  main.  There  is  a  daily  consumption 
of  20  gallons  per  head.  The  supply  throughout  the  year  was  satisfactory. 

Salisbury. — The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  derived  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  and  is 
ample  in  quantity  and  of  excellent  purity.  The  supply  is  constant  throughout.  The  larger  part  of 
the  district  is  supplied  by  the  waterworks  owned  by  the  Corporation,  a  part  of  the  district,  situate 
in  the  wards  of  St.  Paul  and  Fisherton,  is  supplied  by  the  Bemerton  Waterworks,  a  private  Com¬ 
pany  with  statutory  powers.  The  water  is  analysed  chemically  and  bacteriologically  at  regular  in¬ 
tervals,  and  is  found  to  maintain  its  high  standard  of  purity.  The  quantity  of  water  pumped  per 
head  for  domestic  purposes  was  25.87  gallons  per  head  of  the  population.  These  figures  only  con¬ 
cern  the  waterworks  owned  by  the  City  Corporation. 

Swindon. — The  water  supply  of  the  Town  is  derived  from  Works  at  Wroughton  and  Ogbourne 
St.  George.  Until  comparatively  recent  years,  the  Works  at  Wroughton  furnished  the  whole  water 
supply  of  the  Town.  The  water  is  derived  from  adits  driven  in  the  hill  below  Overtown  in  the 
upper  greensand.  There  is  a  large  open-air  reservoir  containing  about  15,000,000  gallons  of  water, 
which  is  filtered  before  entering  the  mains,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the  supply  is  obtained  direct 
from  the  adits  and  never  sees  daylight  until  it  reaches  the  Okus  covered  reservoir  at  Swindon.  The 
Ogbourne  water  is  derived  from  a  deep  well,  and  is  pumped  to  the  Overtown  Beservoir  at  Wrough¬ 
ton.  The  quantity  pumped  from  this  source  is  from  300,000  to  400,000  gallons  on  4  or  5  days  a 
week.  The  supply  required  for  the  Town  and  District  is  about  728,000  gallons  daily — averaging 
about  14  gallons  per  head  of  population.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  Wroughton  supply  is 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  District.  In  the  year  under  review  the  overflow  of  the  Beservoir 
at  Wroughton  ceased  on  June  28th,  and  on  August  5th  pumping  commenced  at  Ogbourne  and  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Bainfall  in  1913  was  three  inches  below  the  average,  and  the 
total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  measured  as  26.35  inches  at  Swindon  and  26.46  at  Wroughton.  The 
driest  month  was  June  with  a  rainfall  of  .74  inches  and  the  wettest  was  January  measuring  3.83 
inches.  In  addition  to  the  Town  of  Swindon  the  Parishes  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  Bodbourne 
Cheney  and  part  of  Wroughton  are  supplied  by  the  mains  owned  by  the  Corporation  of  Swindon. 
The  joint  supplies  derived  from  the  above  sources  afford  an  ample  supply  of  water  for  the  districts 
mentioned,  and  in  normal  years  of  rainfall  the  abundant  resources  of  the  Ogbourne  well  are  only 
drawn  on  for  about  4  months  in  the  year.  A  constant  supply  is  maintained,  but  this  would  have 
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obviously  been  impossible  had  it  not  been  for  the  foresight  of  the  Corporation  in  supplementing  the 
supply  by  the  construction  of  the  well  at  Ogbourne.  The  water  is  all  obtained  from  practically  the 
same  geological  strata  and  though  hard  (23  degrees  Clarke)  is  of  high  chemical  purity.  A  monthly 
analysis  of  the  Town  water  is  made.  The  reports  throughout  the  year  show  a  high  degree  of  chem¬ 
ical  purity.  The  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  though  normally  good,  shows  that  occa¬ 
sionally — notably  after  heavy  rainfall — micro  organisms,  chiefly  of  the  surface  varieties,  are  found 
in  the  water  in  undesirable  numbers.  I  have  before  me  the  analyst’s  reports  of  the  bacteriological 
condition  of  the  water  during  the  year,  including  special  reports  on  the  water  derived  from  the 
adits  at  Wroughton,  the  open  air  reservoir  and  the  collecting  sump.  To  sum  up  briefly  the  results 
of  these  analyses,  we  find  that  the  waters  are  of  high  chemical  purity,  but  that  bacteria  including 
bacilli  of  the  coli  communis  tribe  are  present  in  the  waters  at  varying  intervals,  but  with  undesir¬ 
able  frequency.  The  coli  organisms  are  no  doubt  of  animal  and  not  of  human  origin,  but  they  are 
none  the  less  undesirable,  and  I  am  afraid  that  their  origin  must  be  sought  in  the  gathering  grounds 
of  the  water  supply.  All  sources  of  pollution  should  be  removed  if  possible.  Normally  and  for  the 
most  part  the  water  supply  is  good,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  its  wholesomeness. 

Trowbridge. — The  District  is  served  by  the  Trowbridge  Water  Company,  which  was  incorpor¬ 
ated  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1875.  This  Company  also  supplies,  in  addition  to  Trowbridge,  the 
Melksham  Urban  District,  a  portion  of  the  Melksham  Rural  District,  and  a  portion  of  the  West- 
bury  Rural  District.  Originally  the  water  was  drawn  from  the  springs  of  the  River  Biss  near  Upton 
Scudamore;  now  the  source  of  supply  is  from  adits  driven  into  the  chalk  and  from  a  well  sunk 
through  the  chalk  into  the  lower  green  sand.  The  supply  is  constant. 

There  has  been  no  specific  action  taken  as  regards  the  water  supply  during  the  year,  and  no 
outbreak  of  illness  which  could  be  traced  thereto. 

Warminster. — The  water  supply  continues  to  be  of  the  most  satisfactory  nature.  In  no  part 
of  the  town  is  the  supply,  which  is  on  the  constant  system,  inadequate. 

Westbury. — During  the  summer  months  one  of  the  pumps  broke  down  at  the  Pumping  Sta¬ 
tion,  necessitating  a  shortage  of  the  supply  for  nearly  two  months.  The  remaining  pump  had  to 
work  night  and  day  to  keep  the  supply  going,  even  when  cut  off  at  night.  Had  any  accident 
occurred  to  the  remaining  pump,  the  supply  would  have  been  cut  off  altogether.  I  understand  also 
that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  was  an  enormous  consumption  of  water,  which  made 
the  Engineer  in  charge  of  opinion  that  there  must  be  a  considerable  leakage  somewhere.  Con¬ 
sumers  should  have  the  importance  of  turning  off  taps  impressed  upon  them  as  there  is  a  tremen¬ 
dous  wastage  and  unnecessary  expense  arising  from  this. 

Wilton. — The  water  from  the  Corporation  Water  Works  is  supplied  to  555  houses,  is  of  excel¬ 
lent  quality  and  is  abundant  in  quantity.  It  was  examined  4  times  and  the  analysis  was  practically 
the  same  on  each  occasion.  During  the  year  the  Waterworks  have  been  enlarged  and  partly  re¬ 
built,  and  two  new  pumps  driven  by  a  gas  engine  have  been  erected,  with  a  suction  gas  generator 
in  an  adjoining  chamber.  Working  at  52  revolutions  per  minute  these  pumps  are  estimated  to 
deliver  7,800  gallons  per  hour,  so  that  the  40,000  gallons  required  for  health  purposes  is  well  within 
the  powers  of  the  pumps  to  deliver  if  waste  is  kept  within  reasonable  bounds.  The  leakage  from 
the  mains  and  service  pipes  was  found  by  the  Waterworks  Committee  to  be  occasionally  very  con¬ 
siderable,  and  on  two  separate  inspections  it  occurred  in  23  per  cent,  of  the  houses  examined.  One 
of  the  most  serious  leaks  discovered  by  the  Inspector  employed  by  the  Committee,  was  due  to  the 
fracture  of  a  two  inch  pipe  supplying  a  fire  hydrant.  It  was  completely  broken  by  heavy  traffic 
and  was  wasting  an  enormous  quantity  of  water  daily,  and  rendering  one  hydrant  useless  in  case 
of  fire.  Certain  matters  relating  to  the  Water  supply  formed  the  subject  of  a  special  report,  and 
an  assistant  to  the  engineer  has  since  been  appointed,  so  that  pumping  is  carried  out  on  Sunday 
afternoons  for  an  adequate  time  to  leave  the  Reservoir  supplied. 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — 14  samples  of  water  were  analysed  during  the  year,  one  being  condemned  as  un¬ 
fit  for  use.  There  were  8  wells  sunk,  and  17  cleansed  and  repaired.  I  should  like  to  see  a  public 
water  supply  carried  out  for  Amesbury  and  Durrington  as  the  population  is  increasing  in  these  two 
parishes,  more  especially  at  Durrington,  where  no  drainage  system  is  carried  out,  so  the  wells  are 
more  liable  to  contamination  from  surface  water  and  its  many  impurities. 
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Bradford-on-Avon. — There  is  nothing  to  be  noted  this  year,  the  different  villages  being  sup¬ 
plied  in  the  same  manner  as  last  year. 

Calne. — The  district  is  for  the  most  part  supplied  by  wells  and  springs.  There  is  a  water  sup¬ 
ply  at  Foxham  under  the  control  of  your  Board,  and  in  1918  two  extra  houses  have  been  supplied 
from  this  source.  There  is  a  semi-private  supply  (also  under  your  control)  for  the  village  of  East 
Tytherton,  and  a  private  supply  for  the  village  of  Hilmarton.  The  district  as  a  whole  is  supplied 
with  good  water.  The  water  from  three  wells  has  been  analysed,  and  in  two  cases  the  water  was 
found  to  be  contaminated  with  sewage  or  other  animal  matters,  and  both  these  wells  have  been 
permanently  closed.  Fresh  sources  of  supply  are  being  obtained  at  both  these  places.  In  the  other 
case  the  water  of  a  well  unused  for  drinking  or  domestic  purposes  was  found  to  be  of  excellent 
quality,  and  is  again  in  use. 

Chippenham. — During  the  past  year,  the  Alhngton  water  supply  has  been  completed  and  dis¬ 
tributed;  it  is  in  every  way  a  success.  I  am  informed  that  there  is  here  an  abundant  supply  of 
water,  and  that  Sir  Audley  Neeld  and  his  trustees  would  be  willing  to  facilitate  matters,  should  the 
Council  decide  to  supply  Kington  St.  Michael  with  water,  where  it  is  so  badly  needed,  especially  in 
dry  weather,  and  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  County  Council. 

The  water  supply  of  the  hamlets  of  Moorgreen,  Westwells  and  Yelley,  in  the  parish  of  Cors- 
ham,  were  by  your  instructions  investigated  by  me.  I  found  the  water  supply  to  be  in  some  cases 
highly  polluted.  I  examined  10  samples  myself,  3  samples  were  forwarded  to  the  County  Analyst 
and  condemned.  Here  there  is  also  a  serious  shortage  of  water  in  dry  weather;  these  conditions 
are  now  being  considered  by  yourselves  and  the  Corsham  Parish  Councils.  The  need  of  a  good 
water  supply  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  matters  of  finance  alone  retard  action. 

The  water  supply  at  Box  hill  has  been  improved. 

From  the  Urban  District  Council’s  reservoir  at  Hardenhuish  to  the  village  of  Kington  Lang¬ 
ley,  I  have  advised  that  this  supplv  be  laid  on  to  the  village  schools. 

The  following  towns  and  villages  are  now  well  supplied  with  water — Corsham,  Box,  Lacock, 
Kington  Langley,  Christian  Malford,  Stanley,  Biddestone,  Chippenham  Without,  parts  of  Harden¬ 
huish,  Burton,  and  part  of  Langley  Burrell.  These  supplies  are  from  either  public  or  private  mains; 
in  Corsham  there  is  a  Water  Company. 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett. — No  extension  or  change  has  taken  place  in  the  supplies 
during  the  past  year.  The  supplies  at  Purton  and  Cricklade  have  been  constant,  while  that  at 
Wootton  Bassett  was  intermitted  for  a  few  days  only.  Action  under  Sect.  6  of  the  Public  Health 
(Water)  Act,  1878,  has  been  taken  in  21  cases.  Parts  of  the  parishes  of  Braydon,  Cricklade,  and 
Leigh  are  still  unsatisfactorily  supplied. 

Devizes. — The  question  of  providing  a  water  supply  for  the  village  of  (Treat  Cheverell  has 
taken  a  practical  form  during  the  year.  A  Committee  was  appointed  and  plans  have  been  drawn 
up  for  a  supply  for  the  village  to  be  drawn  from  springs  rising  at  Shovel  Wood.  It  is  proposed  to 
pump  this  water  to  a  reservoir  at  the  highest  point  available,  by  means  of  rams,  and  from  this 
reservoir  to  be  distributed  to  the  village  by  pipes.  Previous  to  this  course  being  adopted  all  the 
wells  in  the  village  were  examined  and  samples  sent  from  twelve  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for 
analysis.  All  but  two  were  condemned  as  being  totally  unfit  for  domestic  purposes.  The  plans 
drawn  up  by  the  Surveyor  will  have  to  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  before  power 
to  raise  a  loan  is  granted,  but  I  have  every  hope  that  in  my  next  report  I  shall  be  able  to  state  that 
still  further  advance  has  been  made,  if  the  works  themselves  have  not  been  completed. 

The  water  supply  of  Horton — a  tything  of  Bishops  Cannings — has  come  under  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Rural  District  Council.  Horton  is  supplied  by  a  deep  well  on  the  southern  slope  of  that 
portion  of  the  Marlborough  Down  known  as  Horton  Dowm,  above  Elarepath.  From  this  well  it  is 
pumped  by  means  of  a  windmill  pump  into  a  reservoir  and  supplied  to  the  village.  Towards  the 
end  of  1913  the  supply  was  deficient  at  intervals  and  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Authority 
and  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Crown,  who  are  the  owners  of  the  well  and  reservoir 
and  of  the  village  of  Horton.  They  have  undertaken  to  give  the  matter  their  consideration.  The 
houses  at  Horton  are  supplied  by  standpipes  erected  at  intervals,  and  the  old  wells  that  formerly 
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supplied  these  houses,  which  are  almost  entirely  surface  wells,  have  not  been  cleansed  for  some 
time,  and  have  become  foul.  If,  however,  nothrng  is  done  to  remedy  the  evil  I  shall  again  bring  it 
under  the  notice  of  the  Authority. 

Highworth. — Considerable  areas  of  the  most  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  district,  are  more 
or  less  completely  supplied  by  Public  Water  undertakings,  viz. :  those  owned  by  the  Highworth 
Rural  District  Council,  the  Corporation  of  Swindon,  and  the  North  Swindon  Estate  Company.  625 
houses  are  supplied  from  the  first-named  sources  of  supply  in  the  parishes  of  Blunsdon,  High- 
worth,  Inglesham,  Liddington,  Wanborough  and  Wroughton.  Each  of  these  places  have  Water 
works  of  more  or  less  importance,  owned  and  maintained  by  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council. 
The  oldest  of  these  is  at  Wroughton,  and  its  initiation  was  due  to  an  outbreak  of  Enteric  Eever  in 
the  Village,  due  to  the  use  of  polluted  water  supplies.  Highworth,  supplying  Inglesham,  is  of 
considerable  importance  and  affords  a  stable  source  of  supply  of  good  quality.  The  other  public 
supplies  are  comparatively  small  undertakings,  but  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  parishes  they  sup¬ 
ply.  588  houses,  an  increase  of  5  during  the  year,  are  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Swindon 
Corporation  in  the  Parishes  of  Wroughton,  Stratton  St.  Margaret  and  Rodbourne  Cheney.  It  will 
be  thus  seen  that  Wroughton  has  two  sources  of  Public  Water  Supply.  The  North  Swindon  Estate 
Company  affords  a  limited  supply  of  good  water  to  the  parish  of  Rodbourne  Cheney — this  village 
thus  having  a  dual  source  of  water  supply.  216  houses,  an  increase  of  one  during  the  year,  are 
supplied  by  Private  Works — chiefly  deep  wells  of  known  purity,  worked  by  Wind  Engines. 

The  private  sources  of  supply  other  than  those  indicated  above,  consist  of  wells  (1,608  an  in¬ 
crease  of  5) ,  springs  (521) ,  canal  (8) ,  river  waters  (20) .  Taken  as  a  whole,  the  waters  of  the  wells 
and  springs  may  be  considered  as  satisfactory.  The  canal  and  river  waters  are  open  to  the  objec¬ 
tions  common  to  such  sources  of  supply. 

Further  attempts  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  initiate  a  Public  Water  Supply  for  the 
hamlets  of  Coate  and  Badbury,  in  the  Parish  of  Chiseldon.  After  many  years  of  patient  waiting, 
it  would  now  appear  that  there  are  so  many  sources  of  water  supply  available,  that  the  difficulty 
consists  in  selecting  that  which  is  most  suitable.  I  must  decline  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  what 
source  of  supply  will  be  ultimately  selected,  or  when  such  selection  will  be  determined  on.  I  can 
only  point  out  that  the  needs  of  the  district  are  what  they  were  many  years  ago,  and  urge  on  the 
District  Council  the  necessity  for  making  some  selection  as  soon  as  possible.  30  samples  of  well 
water  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year.  Some  were  new  sources 
of  supply — others  were  suspected  of  pollution,  12  waters  were  condemned. 

Malmesbury. — There  have  again  been  several  improvements  in  the  water  supply  of  the 
district. 

EASTON  GREY . — This  little  village  has  been  supplied  with  water  by  a  private  landowner. 

The  water  is  pumped  from  a  spring  to  a  reservoir  situated  on  high  ground  above  the  village.  It 
is  distributed  to  several  stand  pipes  in  the  village. 

CORSTON . — A  good  supply  of  water  has  been  obtained  from  springs  which  arise  in  the  bed  of 
the  stream. 

These  springs  were  successfully  enclosed  by  a  brick  and  concrete  reservoir,  and  the  water  rose 
to  a  height  of  about  feet.  It  is  then  allowed  to  flow  by  gravity  to  a  stand  pipe  situated  at  the  side 
of  the  bridge. 

This  is  an  excellent  supply  of  water,  and  it  should  be  kept  under  strict  observation  during  the 
next  summer.  If  the  supply  keeps  constant  I  should  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  to  distribute 
the  water  to  serve  the  whole  village.  This  could  easily  be  done  by  pumping  the  water  from  the  ex¬ 
isting  spring  to  a  reservoir  on  the  hill,  thence  taking  it  by  gravity  to  stand  pipes  at  various  points 
in  the  village.  At  present  only  a  limited  number  of  houses  have  the  benefit  of  the  water. 

BROKENBOROUGH . — This  village  is  being  supplied  with  water  by  a  private  landowner.  I 
shall  hope  to  give  an  account  of  it  in  my  next  Annual  Report. 

Marlborough. — Almost  entirely  by  shallow  wells.  The  water  is  hard,  but  otherwise  good  as 
a  rule.  A  few  cottagers  on  the  higher  ground  are  dependent  on  rainwater. 
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Melksham. — The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  within  the  area  of  the  Trowbridge  Water  Co. 
The  supply  is  good  and  constant  except  at  Sell’s  Green  where  storage  cisterns  are  in  operation. 
There  was  a  shortage  of  water  at  New  Buildings,  Seend,  and  part  of  Seend  Cleeve,  in  August, 
September  and  October,  and  the  Council  carted  a  supply  round  from  the  Water  Company’s  main. 

A  new  water  supply  to  cottages  at  Shaw  Hill  and  Whitley  was  provided  by  private  landowners. 

Two  public  wells  at  Seend  were  repaired  by  the  Council. 

Mere. — During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  water  supply  of  the  district, 
which  as  I  mentioned  in  my  former  reports  is  exceptionally  good  for  a  rural  area.  More  houses  in 
the  town  of  Mere  have  had  a  supply  laid  on  from  the  Water  Works  to  take  the  place  of  the  well- 
water  previously  used.  Altogether  24  additional  houses  in  the  district  have  been  so  supplied  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  and  two  wells  have  been  closed  as  polluted. 

Pewsey. — The  townships  of  Ludgershall  and  Pewsey  have  public  water  supplies  of  good 
quality,  and  the  Council  should  now  take  stronger  steps  to  enforce  connections  with  these  supplies, 
instead  of  allowing  the  badly  contaminated  wells  to  be  still  used.  The  more  the  public  water  sup¬ 
ply  is  drawn  upon  the  better. 

During  the  year  I  investigated  the  water  supply  of  the  village  of  Upavon,  and  53  samples  were 
taken  throughout  the  village.  The  results  of  the  analyses  showed  the  water  to  be  so  badly  contam¬ 
inated  with  sewage  matter  as  to  call  for  a  fresh  source  of  supply.  I  do  not  think  cleansing  the  wells 
will  be  of  much  avail.  I  presented  a  detailed  report  to  the  Council,  and  the  matter  is  still  receiv-  . 
ing  attention. 

The  question  of  the  water  supply  of  Everley  is  now  receiving  my  attention,  but  matters  are  al¬ 
together  too  premature  to  make  any  definite  announcement.  The  remainder  of  the  District  is 
served  by  wells  of  varying  depth,  sunk  in  the  chalk,  greensand,  and  alluvium. 

Eighty  samples  were  analysed  during  the  year,  of  which  79  were  condemned. 

Twenty-two  houses  were  connected  with  the  public  mains  at  Pewsey,  and  41  at  Ludgershall. 

Ramsbury. — There  is  no  public  water  supply.  Wells  are  the  principal  source  of  supply;  most 
of  these  are  in  the  chalk,  and  the  quality  of  the  water  from  them  is  excellent.  One  sample  of 
water  was  submitted  to  analysis  and  found  to  be  of  good  quality  and  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

Salisbury. — The  water  supply  is  chiefly  derived  from  wells,  mostly  shallow,  and  in  cases 
where  the  well  covers  are  defective,  liable  to  pollution.  The  deep  wells  afford  a  supply  of  excellent 
water.  Lord  Radnor’s  private  reservoir  now  supplies  Alderbury,  Nunton,  Bodenham,  Odstock 
and  West  Grimstead  with  a  constant  supply  of  good  water.  At  Farley  there  is  a  supply  of  water 
from  a  private  reservoir,  provided  by  the  late  owner  of  the  estate.  Some  of  the  wells  at  Downton 
and  Morgan’s  Vale  were  found  to  be  contaminated.  A  special  committee  was  appointed  by  the 
Council  to  consider  and  remedy  the  defects  found,  and  certain  of  the  wells  have  been  cleaned  and 
repaired. 

Tetbury. — These  two  villages  are  supplied  by  wells. 

Tisbury. — The  new  supply  for  East  Tisbury  and  Wardour  is  entirely  satisfactory.  The  daily 
consumption  by  the  115  houses  then  connected  was  approximately  3,500  gallons. 

At  the  end  of  1913  the  daily  consumption  had  risen  to  9,000  or  10,000  gallons,  and  the  number 
of  houses  connected  had  proportionately  increased. 

The  water  is  of  excellent  quality,  the  supply  constant,  and  the  springs  are  capable  of  supply¬ 
ing  an  estimated  quantity  of  150,000  gallons  daily.  There  is,  therefore,  a  great  amount  of  pure 
water  running  to  waste  which  might  be  utilised,  as  circumstances  permit,  for  portions  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  at  present  inadequately,  or  rather  inconveniently,  supplied  by  well  waters  of  doubtful  quality. 
Portions  of  Ansty  and  West  Tisbury,  both  adjacent  to  terminal  mains,  are  perhaps  most  in  need. 

The  parishes  in  the  district  now  deriving  their  water  from  public  supplies  of  known  purity  are 
East  Tisbury,  parts  of  Wardour  and  Teffont;  those  from  private  sources,  Berwick  St.  John,  parts 
of  Semley,  Fonthill  Gifford,  Barkers  Hill  and  a  number  of  houses  in  West  Tisbury.  Altogether 
rather  more  than  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  a  conve- 
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nient  supply  of  pure  water  delivered  by  pipes.  This  is  a  vast  improvement  over  conditions  previ¬ 
ously  existing,  and  I  doubt  if  anyone  who  now  by  turning  a  tap  can  obtain  all  the  water  needed 
would  willingly  revert  to  the  laborious  process  of  winding  it  up  from  a  well  or  carrying  it  varying 
distances  in  a  bucket  in  all  weathers. 

Quite  apart  from  convenience  there  is  now  the  added  feeling  of  security  that  the  sources  of  sup¬ 
ply  are,  as  far  as  possible,  free  from  the  chances  of  contamination  by  harmful  organisms.  To  have 
lessened  the  potential  sources  of  waterborne  infection  by  the  number  of  houses  supplied  is  to  have 
proportionately  decreased  the  probability  of  the  occurrence  of  the  particular  diseases  which  may  be 
so  conveyed. 

The  whole  question  of  rural  water  supplies  as  with  other  necessary  improvements  is  largely  one 
of  cost,  and,  however  desirable  they  are,  they  must  of  necessity  be  regulated  by  the  ability  of  the 
ratepaying  community  to  provide  them.  During  the  year  eight  wells  have  been  closed  as  polluted, 
and  658  houses  are  now  supplied  from  Waterworks,  as  against  564  in  1912 — an  increase  of  94. 

Six  samples  of  well  water  were  sent  for  analysis,  and  of  these  two  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes. 

Warminster. — The  district  is  well  supplied  with  water.  Upton  Scudamore,  Corsley,  Chapman- 
slade,  Heytesbury,  Bishopstrow,  Norton  Bavant,  and  Stockton  have  proper  water  mains.  Bishop- 
strow  is  supplied  by  the  Warminster  main.  In  Sherrington  and  Horningsham  there  are  continuous 
springs  of  good  water;  the  same  holds  good  for  Upton  Lovell  and  Knook.  The  two  last-named 
are  low  lying,  and  here  the  wells  soon  vary  with  the  rainfall.  In  Corton  there  is  plenty  of  water, 
but  the  ground  is  low  and  flat,  and  the  nature  of  the  soil  so  porous  that  there  is  the  greater  need 
for  care  in  the  disposal  of  refuse,  slop  water,  etc.  The  rainfall  makes  a  very  appreciable  difference 
•n  the  supply  at  Imber  and  Chitterne.  Alterations  in  the  supply  of  water  at  Sherrington  have 
made  it  less  liable  to  contamination. 

Westbury. — There  has  been  no  extension  of  Water  Supply  in  the  District.  During  the  course 
ol  house  inspection,  a  few  houses  in  Dilton  Marsh  have  been  found  with  an  inadequate  supply, 
while  the  supply  at  Keevil  and  Bulkington  is  not  satisfactory. 

Wilton. — The  ordinary  water  supply  is  derived  from  wells  and  rain  tanks,  but  a  pipe  service  is 
provided  in  Bemerton,  Dinton,  Fisherton  Deffimere.  and  Fovant.  During  the  past  year  negotia¬ 
tions  have  been  taking  place  for  extending  the  main  of  the  Bemerton  Waterworks  to  the  village  of 
Quidhampton.  The  scheme  at  present  under  the  consideration  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  Board  of  Trade,  would  enable  the  village  of  Quidhampton  to  adopt  W.C.’s  and  drain  into 
the  Wilton  Sewer,  thus  doing  away  with  the  present  system  of  privies  and  slop-holes. 

Twenty-two  samples  of  drinking  water  have  been  received  for  analysis  during  the  year  1918 
from  the  villages  of  Barford  St.  Martin,  Baverstock,  Bower  Chalke,  Broad  Chalke,  Burcombe, 
Compton  Chamberlayne,  Dinton,  Ebbesborne  Wake,  Fisherton  Delamere,  Fovant,  Netherhampton, 
South  Newton,  Stapleford,  Steeple  Langford,  Wishford  and  Wylye.  All  the  samples  drawn  from 
the  pipe  supplies  of  the  various  villages  were  of  great  purity.  One  well  was  condemned,  one  new 
well  was  sunk,  and  two  were  cleansed  and  repaired.  Twelve  additional  houses  were  connected  to 
the  pipe  services  during  the  year. 


BIVEB  POLLUTION. 

In  the  North  of  the  County  rises  the  Thames’  head,  Flagham  and  Swill  brook  joining  the  Churn 
or  true  Thames  near  Cricklade;  it  then  flows  along  the  North  border  of  the  County,  taking  the  Bay 
and  the  Cole.  These  latter  have  a  course  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough  of  Swindon,  and 
the  Bay  takes  the  effluent  from  the  Swindon  Sewage  Works.  A  strict  watch  is  kept  on  all  sources 
of  pollution  by  the  officials  of  the  Thames  Conservatory  Board,  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Thames 
being  placed  under  their  jurisdiction  by  a  special  Act  of  Parliament.  I  have  heard  of  no 
serious  evidence  of  pollution  of  either  of  these  streams  being  detected.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  villages  of  High  worth,  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  and  Wroughton.  Another  tributary 
of  the  Thames,  the  Kennett,  rises  in  Wiltshire  near  Wroughton,  and  flows  south  and  east  to  Marl¬ 
borough,  and  here  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Marlborough  Sewage  Works;  this  also  is  under 
supervision  by  the  Thames  Conservatory. 
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The  North  or  Bristol  Avon  rises  in  the  Cotswold  Hills  and  enters  Wiltshire  near  Luckington, 
and  flows  east  to  Malmesbury,  where  it  receives  the  whole  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  in  a  crude 
condition  from  various  outfalls,  the  mouths  for  the  greater  part  being  under  water.  Some  years 
since  the  Local  Government  Board  refused  to  sanction  a  loan  for  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  as  the 
borrowing  powers  of  the  Corporation  were  insufficient,  they  having  previously  utilized  them  in  pur¬ 
chasing  the  remunerative  undertaking  of  the  Waterworks  Company,  etc.  The  Liver  Marden  flows 
into  the  Avon  from  Caine,  having  received  the  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Farm  of  this  town.  No 
complaints  have  been  made  of  this  effluent.  At  Chippenham  the  river  receives  a  certain  amount 
of  manufacturers’  effluent,  and  the  effluent  from  the  Chippenham  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  It  is 
difficult  to  obtain  samples  of  the  final  effluent,  but  there  is  not  much  evidence  in  the  river  lower 
down  of  any  serious  pollution  at  present,  near  here  the  effluent  from  the  Bowden  Sewage  Works 
of  the  Chippenham  Bural  District  Council  is  received.  A  small  amount  of  sewage  in  an  untreated 
state  gets  into  the  river  at  Lackham,  and  the  sewage  of  Lacock  enters  the  river,  the  only  previous 
treatment  being  a  passing  through  “  catch-pits  ”  near  Lacock,  the  small  stream  carrying  the 
effluent  from  the  Corsham  Sewage  Works  enters.  At  Melksham  the  effluent  from  the  recently  fin¬ 
ished  sewage  works  is  discharged  into  the  stream  in  a  satisfactory  state.  At  Holt  the  effluent  from 
the  Holt  Sewrage  Works  enters  the  river.  This  effluent  is  as  a  rule  satisfactory.  A  small  stream 
enters  the  Avon  here,  the  Holt  Brook.  The  condition  of  this  brook  has  been  improved  since  the 
effluent  from  a  fellmonger’s  yard  has  been  carried  to  the  brook  below  the  village.  Near  Trowbridge 
the  Biver  Biss  joins  the  Avon.  The  Biss  rises  at  Upton  Scudamore,  and  soon  receives  the  effluent 
from  a  large  tannery  at  Westbury  Leigh.  The  effluent  works  at  this  place  are  being  extended  with 
the  object  of  improving  the  effluent.  It  then  receives  the  crude  sewage  of  the  town  of  Westbury, 
and  a  considerable  volume  of  manufacturers’  effluent.  Tenders  have  been  invited  for  the  sewer¬ 
age  and  sewage  disposal  works  for  Westbury,  and  the  work  is  rather  expensive  owing  to  difficulty 
with  gradients,  etc.  There  are  further  slight  pollutions  before  the  Biss  reaches  Trowbridge.  Here 
the  river  water  is  used  by  a  number  of  manufacturers,  and  returned  laden  with  dyestuffs  and  other 
matters.  The  river  is  discoloured  and  often  foul  smelling  by  the  time  it  has  passed  through  the 
town.  It  then  receives  the  effluent  and  storm  water  from  the  Trowbridge  Sewage  Works.  These 
works  are  undergoing  re-construction  by  which  it  is  hoped  to  obviate  the  pollution  of  the  stream. 
The  sewage  of  the  town  of  Bradford-on-Avon  is  now  taken  out  of  the  Biver  Avon,  and  discharged 
into  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal.  The  last  of  the  Wiltshire  villages  on  the  Avon  is  Limpley  Stoke. 
Here  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  river  in  an  untreated  condition,  but  the  volume  is  very 
small  in  proportion  to  the  volume  of  the  river  at  this  point. 

The  Salisbury  Avon  is  formed  by  five  arms  spreading  over  South  Wilts,  viz.,  the  Ebele,  the 
Nadder,  the  Wiley,  the  Avon,  and  the  Bourne.  The  Nadder,  rising  near  Shaftesbury,  receives  a 
satisfactory  effluent  from  the  sewage  works  at  Tisburv.  After  various  insignificant  pollutions  the 
Nadder  reaches  Wilton.  Here,  thanks  to  improvements  at  the  pumping  station  and  the  relaying  of 
several  sewers,  the  pollution  of  the  stream  is  now  removed. 

At  Bemerton,  only  under  exceptional  circumstances,  is  there  any  pollution  of  the  river,  the 
effluent  from  the  sewage  farm  being  lost  in  the  friable  chalk.  The  Wiley  flows  through  Warmin¬ 
ster  and  receives  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  farm,  which  is  now  of  a  very  satisfactory  character; 
it  only  receives  very  insignificant  pollutions  until  it  joins  the  Nadder  near  Wilton.  The  Ebele 
joins  the  Avon  below  Salisbury  and  receives  no  sewage.  The  Avon  rises  near  Devizes,  and  the 
Pewsey  branch  receives  the  crude  sewage  of  the  town  of  Pewsey.  Now  that  there  is  an  efficient 
public  water  supply  more  water  closets  will  be  introduced,  and  the  necessity  for  treatment  will  be 
accentuated.  There  are  various  small  pollutions  from  the  adjoining  villages  in  its  course  to  Ames- 
bury,  where  it  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Amesbury  Sewage  Works,  which  at  present  is  satis¬ 
factory.  At  Salisbury  the  Avon  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Salisbury  Sewage  Works,  which  is 
now  ol  a  very  satisfactory  character,  the  works  being  extensive,  well  designed,  and  what  is  much 
more  important,  well  managed. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  work  of  supervising  the  rivers  in  the  County  is  very 
great.  I  devote  a  considerable  amount  of  personal  attention  to  the  matter,  but  I  have  no  staff, 
and  it  is  obviously  impossible  for  me  to  devote  sufficient  time  for  this  important  work.  To  do  it 
properly  I  should  require  the  services  of  an  Inspector  who  could  watch  outfalls  and  collect  samples 
for  analysis,  etc.  I  could  keep  a  man  fully  and  usefully  occupied. 
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DRAINAGE.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

I  give  a  summary  of  the  statements  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  on  the  drainage, 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  and  of  the  condition  of  the  streams  and  watercourses  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  districts. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on- Avon. — The  Privies  remaining  in  the  district  number  4,  and  there  is  one  pail 
closet;  seven  house  drains  have  been  laid,  and  13  trapped  and  ventilated.  Eleven  additional  W.C.’s 
have  been  provided  and  38  repaired.  Thanks  to  the  work  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Act  more  houses  have  flushing  arrangements  than  formerly. 

Excluding  one  or  two  of  the  larger  houses  on  the  boundary,  where  the  expense  of  connection 
with  the  sewers  is  prohibitive,  and  which  drain  into  cesspits;  and  some  that  lie  at  too  1owt  a  level, 
the  whole  Urban  Area  is  drained,  the  Sewage  being  taken  out  of  the  Town  to  the  Works,  situated 
a  mile  away  to  the  West,  the  main  sewer  following  the  line  of  the  river. 

The  works  consist  of  a  large  receiving  tank  from  which  the  Sewage  is  pumped  under  the  Ken- 
net  and  Avon  Canal  to  a  double  series  of  filter  beds,  over  which  it  is  distributed  by  automatic 
sprayers,  the  effluent  then  passes  over  a  large  area  of  land,  planted  with  willows,  and  flows  into  the 
above  mentioned  canal. 

Calne. — There  was  no  change  in  1913,  except  that  one  public  building  and  one  private  house 
have  had  old  and  worn  out  sanitary  and  sewerage  arrangements  demolished  and  replaced  by  new 
and  very  satisfactory  ones. 

There  are  approximately  234  W.C.s  without  flush  cisterns. 

,,  ,,  570  W.C.’s  with  flush  cisterns. 

,,  ,,  17  privies. 

,,  ,,  50  pail  closets. 

Six  privies  have  been  converted  into  W.C.’s,  or  Slop  Closets,  3  new  W.C.’s  have  been  pro¬ 
vided,  and  9  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  new  flush  cisterns. 

Chippenham. — The  river  is  free  from  pollution. 

An  extensive  system  of  sewerage  on  approved  methods  has  been  in  use  for  some  seven  years 
now,  throughout  the  whole  town,  the  works  are  giving  satisfaction,  and  producing  a  good  effluent. 
The  outfall  and  tanks  are  under  the  care  of  an  expert  workman,  acting  under  the  advice  and  in¬ 
struction  of  the  Surveyor.  The  whole  of  the  sewerage  of  the  town  ultimately  reaches  this  sewerage 
system.  120  yards  of  new  sewer  has  been  laid  in  the  Butts  and  Monkton  Hill,  ventilated  with 
manholes  and  ventilating  columns;  all  the  sewers  are  laid  to  give  a  self -cleansing  velocity. 

There  are  approximately  1,302  houses  in  the  town,  of  these,  812  have  water  closets  and  cis¬ 
terns.  The  Council  do  not  permit  the  erection  of  sanitary  conveniences  other  than  water  closets 
in  new  buildings.  It  is  a  cause  for  congratulation  that  the  old-fashioned  privy  and  earthen  closets 
are  now  entirely  done  away  with  and  superceded  with  sanitary  water  closets. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  Council,  refuse  being  removed  three  times  a  week  from  all 
parts  of  the  town. 

Devizes. — No  complaint  has  been  received  during  the  year  as  to  the  condition  of  the  effluent 
that  finds  its  way  into  Poulshot  stream. 

Malmesbury. — The  refuse  has  been  removed  twice  a  week  from  600  houses.  During  the  year 
about  910  loads  have  been  removed.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  scavenging  was  taken  over 
by  the  Council,  and  I  believe  that  the  innovation  will  provide  a  better  system  of  scavenging. 

I  should  like  to  suggest  one  or  two  minor  improvements  which  would  benefit  not  only  the 
health  of  the  town  but  also  the  appearance.  The  first  is  that  the  receptacles  for  household  rubbish 
and  ashes  should  be  efficiently  covered.  On  a  windy  day  the  ashes  and  dust  are  blown  about  the 
streets  to  the  detriment  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  town  and  such  dust  is  often  injurious  to  health. 
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If  the  receptacles  are  covered  dogs  cannot  stir  out  the  contents  which  they  so  frequently  do  at 
present.  The  scavenging  carts  should  be  provided  with  covers 

My  second  suggestion  is  that  the  scavenging  be  carried  out  as  earlv  in  the  morning  as  practic¬ 
able. 


Thirdly  I  would  suggest  that  householders  be  not  allowed  to  beat  mats  in  the  public  streets 
after  8  a.m.  It  not  only  gives  a  bad  appearance  to  the  town,  but  such  dust  is  injurious  to  health. 

Marlborough. — There  is  no  river  pollution. 

The  drainage  of  the  town  is  collected  into  an  outfall  sewer,  which  runs  to  a  collecting  tank, 
from  which  all  the  sewage  has  to  be  raised  by  pumps,  into  a  septic  tank.  After  treatment  in  this, 
it  passes  through  a  series  of  filter  beds.  The  filtrate  from  these  arrives  into  a  number  of  trenches, 
and  finally  over  land,  before  it  discharges  into  the  river.  All  the  difficulties  that  have  arisen  at  the 
outfall  works  are  due  to  the  great  excess  of  the  actual  flow  above  what  was  estimated  for  by  the 
Engineer  who  designed  the  works. 

Scavenging  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out.  Some  nuisance  has  arisen  from  accumulation  of 
trade  refuse,  and  prosecution  was  threatened  in  one  case,  upon  which  the  nuisance  was  abated. 
It  should  be  remembered  how,  in  a  town  like  this,  each  householder  owes  a  duty  to  his  neighbour 
as  well  as  himself  to  keep  his  back  premises  sweet  and  clean.  Neglect  of  this,  especially  in  the 
summer  months,  may  be  the  cause  of  illness  and  deaths,  especially  among  the  children. 

Melksham. — The  disposal  works  and  filter  beds  continue  to  work  satisfactorily  and  a  very  good 
effluent  is  obtained.  Complaints  were  made  of  smells  during  the  summer  months.  This  Was 
largely  due  to  an  accumulation  of  sludge  which  is  now  being  got  rid  of  more  rapidly,  and  offensive 
smells  should  be  much  lessened.  The  Council  have  arranged  to  plant  trees  round  the  beds  which 
will  further  mitigate  any  aerial  nuisance. 

Street  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Council’s  own  employes,  and  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
House  refuse  is  removed  twice  a  week  by  the  Council  men,  and  deposited  in  a  field  outside  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  remote  from  dwellings. 

Salisbury. — The  general  condition  of  the  sewers  is  good,  and  they  are  regularly  inspected  and 
flushed.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  drained  into  the  city  sewers  except  where  owing 
to  actual  condition  it  is  impossible  to  lay  a  drain  to  the  sewer.  The  sewage  disposal  system  con¬ 
sists  of  a  primary  tank  to  which  the  whole  sewage  of  the  town  flows  by  gravitation;  from  this  it  is 
pumped  by  the  air  lift  into  the  septic  tank,  whence  after  taking  twelve  hours  to  flow  through  it 
passes  by  gravitation  on  to  five  Adams’  continuous  sprinkler  beds;  the  effluent  from  these  beds  fin¬ 
ally  passes  over  secondary  beds  of  clinker  with  fine  clinker  on  the  top  to  separate  out  the  fine  black 
suspended  matter  before  its  passage  to  the  River  Avon.  An  excellent  effluent  free  from  odour  and 
very  low  in  free  and  albuminoid  ammonia  is  thus  produced. 

Closet  accommodation  is  almost  entirely  on  the  water  carriage  system,  the  only  exception  is 
seven  earth  closets  which  exist  in  the  district  on  account  of  special  conditions. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  scavenged  systematically;  part  of  the  district  being  scavenged  by 
the  Council  and  part  let  out  to  contractors.  The  refuse  is  removed  by  suitable  and  covered  carts; 
it  is  then  taken  to  and  burnt  in  an  Horsfall’s  Destructor,  at  the  rate  of  100  tons  per  week,  which 
does  its  work  well.  Only  six  fixed  ashpits  exist  in  the  district,  and  six  moveable  ashbins  have 
been  provided  where  none  previously  existed.  The  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are 
without  proper  ashbins. 

Swindon. — Practically  the  whole  of  the  Sewerage  of  the  Borough  is  water-borne  by  a  complete 
system  of  drainage  including  a  more  or  less  complete  storm  water  system.  No  doubt  can  exist, 
that  were  a  drainage  system  to  be  planned  for  the  Town,  as  it  now  is,  very  many  improvements 
would  be  suggested  and  carried  out.  In  the  first  place  a  gravitation  scheme  would  not  be  enter¬ 
tained,  and  in  the  second  place  a  more  suitable  environment  would  be  sought  for  disposal  of  the 
sewer  contents  than  exists  at  the  Rodbourne  Sewerage  Farm.  The  chief  objection  to  the  drainage 
system  of  the  Borough  is  the  flat  gradients  which  are  found  in  many  of  the  main  sewers.  This  of 
course  could  have  been  obviated  had  the  idea  of  a  gravitation  flow  to  the  site  of  the  Rodbourne 
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Farm  been  abandoned.  Means  are  taken  to  flush  the  flat  sewers,  and  many  improvements  have 
been  made  during  recent  years  in  relieving  overcharged  main  sewers  by  the  construction  of  relief 
sewers.  A  very  considerable  amount  of  work  is  done  yearly  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health 
Department  of  the  Borough,  in  relaying  house  drains  which  are  found  to  be  defective.  The 
number  of  cesspools  for  the  reception  of  domestic  sewage  to  be  found  in  the  Town  is  only  about  25 
and  these  are  on  properties  which  are  not  within  reach  of  the  public  sewers. 

Broome  Sewage  Farm :  This  farm  is  well  situated  for  the  ultimate  disposal  of  the  sewerage 
which  is  derived  chiefly  from  the  older  part  of  Swindon.  It  is  situate  on  ground  to  the  South  of 
the  Town.  There  is  ample  fall  for  efficient  filtration,  and  140  acres  of  land  are  available  for  ulti¬ 
mate  disposal  of  the  effluent  from  the  filter  beds.  The  plant  consists  of  a  mixing  house  which  con¬ 
tains  an  automatic  mixer  for  the  lime  process  of  clarifying  the  crude  sewage  before  it  enters  the 
settling  tanks,  the  effluent  from  which  is  distributed  over  the  coarse  and  fine  contact  beds  which 
have  a  combined  area  of  an  acre  and  a  quarter.  The  daily  dry  weather  flow  of  sewerage  is  over 
130,000  gallons.  The  flood  water  is  dealt  with  separately  and  the  dry  Town  refuse  which  is  carted 
there,  is  utilized  for  this  purpose.  As  I  have  before  said  the  effluent  from  this  farm  is  of  a  highly 
sterile  character. 

Rodbourne  Sewage  Farm :  The  land — about  120  acres  in  extent — on  which  this  farm  is  situate  is 
not  well  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  efficient  sewage  disposal.  In  the  first  place  the  land  is  for  the 
most  part  stiff  clay,  and  only  about  half  the  acreage  is  available  owing  to  its  geographical  position. 
Further  the  fall  of  the  land  is  so  slight  that  filtration  is  rendered  very  difficult.  The  sewage 
arrives  at  the  farm  by  a  main  carrier  with  a  gradient  of  one  in  a  thousand.  After  passing  through 
a  detritus  tank  it  is  chemically  treated  with  lime  and  copperas  before  entering  the  subsidence  tanks 
capable  of  receiving  nearly  1,000,000  gallons — the  daily  dry  weather  flow.  Storm  water  is  dealt 
with  separately.  Filters  with  a  total  area  of  about  3^  acres  receive  the  tank  effluent.  The  filters 
are  constructed  of  hard  mill  clinker,  some  of  which  has  been  renewed  during  the  year.  This  farm 
receives  the  sewerage  from  11,136  houses.  No  additions  have  been  made  to  the  plant  of  the 
farm  during  the  year  1913.  The  Local  Government  Board  did  not  finally  approve  the  scheme  of 
the  Borough  Surveyor  for  improvements  and  additions  to  the  plant  which  was  the  subject  of  a  re¬ 
cent  inquiry,  and  which  it  was  estimated  would  entail  an  expenditure  of  24,000.  Expert  advice 
has  therefore  been  sought  from  a  firm  of  expert  sewerage  engineers  in  London,  and  their  report 
is  now  awaiting  consideration.  The  natural  difficulties  of  this  farm  are  so  many  that  it  would  per¬ 
haps  have  been  wise  to  have  abandoned  it  years  ago  when  the  rapid  growth  of  the  town  accentu¬ 
ated  the  difficulties,  and  to  have  sought  a  site  where  the  increasing  flow  of  sewage  could  have  been 
more  efficiently  dealt  with  at  a  less  cost  probably. 

Water  Closet  Accommodation  :  This  is  provided  for  every  house  in  the  town  with  about  25  ex¬ 
ceptions. — The  majority  of  the  houses  have  closets  which  are  hand  flushed.  The  bye-laws  provide 
for  flushing  cisterns  in  all  new  property  and  the  number  of  these  cisterns  is  yearly  increasing  ow¬ 
ing  to  old  houses  also  being  provided  with  them.  Hand  flushing  is  quite  as  efficient  if  properly 
applied,  and  indeed  is  in  some  cases  preferable.  Cleanly  people  will  keep  their  W.C.’s  in  a  sanitary 
state,  and  dirty  and  careless  persons  will  neglect  their  W.C.  pans  even  if  they  are  provided  with  a 
flushing  apparatus.  The  great  advantage  of  hand  flushing  in  cottage  property  where  W.C.’s  are 
not  properly  protected  from  frost,  is  the  absence  of  cracked  cisterns  and  burst  pipes  in  severe 
weather. 

Scavenging  :  No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  method  of  scavenging  the  Town  during  the 
year  under  review,  and  it  may  be  considered  to  be  efficient.  A  bi-weekly  house  to  house  collection 
of  refuse  is  made  and  twelve  men  and  twelve  horses  are  employed  in  the  collection,  and  three  men 
lifters  or  helpers.  House  refuse  is  placed  in  the  front  streets  for  collection  and  a  time  table  is  in 
use  for  householders  to  know  the  hours  of  collection  in  the  different  streets  of  the  Town.  This 
no  doubt  facilitates  the  prompt  removal  of  the  refuse,  though  it  is  frequently  obvious  that  either 
the  householder  or  the  scavengers  do  not  quite  work  to  time  table.  The  refuse  carts  are  all  pro¬ 
vided  with  cloth  covers  to  prevent  the  scattering  of  refuse  in  rough  weather.  Defuse  is  carted  to 
the  Broome  farm  in  the  Old  Town,  and  to  the  Tip  alongside  the  G.W.R.  at  Rodbourne  in  the  New 
Town.  About  800  loads  are  so  disposed  each  week.  Considerable  improvement  is  evident  at  the 
Rodbourne  Tip.  The  tip  is  yearly  getting  more  remote  from  the  inhabited  part  of  the  town,  and 
the  older  portion  of  it  is  now  well  consolidated  and  grass  grown.  The  rats  which  were  said  to  have 
infested  it  have  received  their  quietus  from  the  “  Virus  ”  used,  and  those  remaining  are  very 
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sluggish  and  evidently  under  the  influence  of  it.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  now  attribute  so  many 
evils  to  this  tip  as  was  formerly  done. 

Trowbridge. — Former  Reports  have  detailed  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  connection 
with  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  and  my  last  Report  contained  a  brief  description  of  the  new 
Scheme  which  was  proposed.  This  Scheme  was  finally  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  5th  April,  and  the  contracts  for  carrying  out  the  work  were  let  to  Messrs.  H.  Isley  and 
Co.,  who  commenced  the  work  on  1st  June.  During  the  progress  of  construction  the  whole  of  the 
Sewage  will  be  carried  into  the  river  under  arrangements  made  with  the  landowner  and  his  tenants. 
It  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  completed  by  August,  1915. 

On  the  outskirts  of  the  district  a  few  pail  closets  are  used.  In  the  older  portion  of  the  town  a 
large  number  of  the  W.C.  s  are  flushed  by  hand,  an  approximate  estimate  of  these  being  65  per 
cent,  of  the  total. 

House  refuse  is  removed  from  the  business  part  of  the  town  daily  and  from  outlying  parts 
twice  daily.  The  refuse  has  been  tipped  mainly  at  Upper  Studley,  and  partly  on  the  ground  of  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Nuisance  arose  from  the  Studley  site  in  consequence  of  the  tip  becom¬ 
ing  fired.  The  number  of  loads  removed  during  the  year  is  estimated  at  3,800. 

Warminster. — The  land  treatment  of  the  sewage  is  efficient,  and  arrangement  for  drainage 
throughout  the  district  is  satisfactory. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  scavenging  of  the  town  is  done  by  the  Council,  and  is  thus  being  pro¬ 
perly  carried  out.  Some  1,350  loads  have  been  removed. 

Westbury. — Application  has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  Loan  to  carry 
out  the  Drainage  Scheme  adopted  for  your  District.  An  enquiry  has  been  held,  and  all  that  re¬ 
mains  for  the  Scheme  to  be  put  into  effect  is  that  the  money  for  the  same  should  be  forthcoming. 

There  are  308  W.C.’s,  280  Privies,  and  230  Pail  Closets,  being  almost  the  same  as  in  1912. 
There  will  probably  be  no  great  alteration  in  these  numbers  until  the  Drainage  Scheme  is  in  work¬ 
ing  order. 

The  Council  have  now  adopted  a  weekly  collection  of  House  Refuse,  and  this  has  been  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  inhabitants.  There  should  be  no  excuse  now  for  any  collections  of  refuse,  a 
certain  means  of  spreading  disease  in  hot  weather. 

Wilton. — The  Rivers  and  Streams  are  kept  free  from  pollution  and  the  banks  in  good  order 
by  the  Fishing  Clubs  to  whom  they  are  leased.  A  complaint  was  made  as  to  the  stagnant  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  stream  behind  Fancy  Row,  and  on  examination  this  was  found  to  be  due  to  the  silting  up  of 
sand  in  the  channel  under  the  Bridge  in  North  Street,  a  matter  which  was  attended  to  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Every  house  within  reach  of  the  Sewers  has  W.C.  accommodation  with  proper  flushing  ar¬ 
rangements,  and  in  no  instance  is  a  soil  pan  connected  to  a  service  pipe  without  an  intercepting 
cistern. 

The  Scavenging  during  1913  was  satisfactorily  performed,  and  542  loads  of  refuse  were  removed 
from  554  houses.  Disinfectants  were  supplied  wherever  necessary. 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — The  streams  and  water  courses  are  in  good,  order. 

Bradford-on- Avon. — The  Holt  Brook  is  now  a  clear  stream  as  it  passes  through  the  village, 
owing  to  the  effluent  from  the  Skin  Yard  being  taken  oat  of  it  and  conveyed  by  pipes  to  join  it 
some  distance  south  of  any  houses.  Since  the  drainage  of  the  village  was  done,  complaints  were 
constantly  being  made  of  the  emanations  arising  from  the  brook,  but  for  the  past  year  not  one  has 
been  received. 

A  small  portion  of  untreated  sewage  passes  into  the  River  Avon  at  Limpley  Stoke.  Fortunately 
the  volume  and  flood  of  the  river  at  this  point  is  very  large  in  comparison  with  the  amount  of 
sewage  discharged  into  it. 
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Holt  is  the  only  village  with  a  proper  sewage  scheme;  a  public  drain  conveying  slop 
and  surface  water  runs  through  Atworth;  with  these  exceptions  the  district  is  sewerless.  The 
larger  houses  drain  into  cess-pits,  some  of  them  being  loose  built  so  that  the  fluid  contents  per¬ 
colate  away,  and  where  houses  are  supplied  with  well  water  they  are  a  constant  source  of  danger  to 
the  residents  from  contamination  by  percolation. 

Where  midden  privies  and  cess-pits  are  found  in  the  house  to  house  visitations,  they  have  been 
changed  into  bucket  closets  where  the  garden  accommodation  is  sufficient.  House  refuse  and 
bucket  closet  contents  have  to  be  removed  by  the  tenants,  the  latter  should  only  be  buried  a  few 
inches  deep  in  the  earth.  The  Sanitary  Authority  makes  no  arrangements  for  removal  of  contents 
of  bucket  closets  or  ashes. 

Calne. — Three  cases  of  pollution  of  streams  with  sewage  have  been  found.  Two  have  been 
remedied.  In  the  case  of  Quemerford  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  pollution  of  the 
Marden  is  still  under  consideration. 

There  are  no  public  drains  or  sewers. 

The  privies  are  mostly  of  the  pail  closet  type.  There  are  no  available  statistics  as  to  the 
number  of  W.C.’s  in  the  district. 

No  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  The  privies,  etc.,  are  cleansed  by  the  occu¬ 
piers  who  dispose  of  the  sewage. 

Chippenham. — There  is  no  pollution  of  the  river  or  streams  which  affects  the  public  health, 
no  doubt  there  is  pollution  in  places. 

Conditions  of  sewers  and  house  drains  :  methods  of  sewage  disposal.  Chippenham  Without,  Cor- 
sham,  Box,  Lacock,  Kington  St.  Michael,  and  Castle  Combe,  have  systems  of  sewerage  of  im¬ 
portance.  In  Corsham  two  systems  are  worked,  one  has  been  in  use  some  years.  The  second  is 
a  smaller  system,  it  is  of  recent  construction. 

Chippenham  Without .  This  sewerage  system  was  installed  in  1901,  at  a  cost  of  £5,337.  It 
consists  of  two  septic  tanks  and  grit  chambers  and  eight  filter  beds,  the  working  of  these  should 
be  as  follows: — sewage  is  received  and  settled  in  the  septic  tanks,  the  liquid  from  the  septic  tanks 
is  then  treated  on  the  filter  beds  and  serated,  after  this  the  effluent  is  treated  on  the  land  and  gradu¬ 
ally  soaks  away  into  the  brook.  These  works  require  constant  attention.  The  filter  beds  are  liable 
to  get  choked,  and  sewage  comes  up  the  storm  overflow.  The  septic  tanks  require  to  be  emptied 
every  few  years.  The  Council  has  instructed  its  Inspector  to  have  these  works  put  in  order  with¬ 
out  any  delay,  as  the  filter  beds  are  now  choked  up,  and  the  works  are  not  in  satisfactory  condition. 

The  Corsham  sewage  works,  part  of  which  is  very  old,  wall  require  attention  during  the  summer 
months.  Filter  beds  should  be  installed  and  the  liquid  fluid  treated  by  them. 

Pound  Hill  (Corsham)  works.  The  filter  beds  here  will  shortly  require  fresh  filtering  medium. 
The  septic  tank  has  recently  been  emptied. 

Box  outfall.  The  sewage  here  is  treated  on  very  primitive  lines,  the  overflow  from  the  catch- 
pits  runs  direct  into  the  brook. 

Lacock.  Here  the  sewage  is  treated  by  a  series  of  catch-pits,  the  effluent  running  direct  into 
the  stream.  The  catch-pits  are  cleared  out  every  quarter,  the  effluent  in  this  case  receives  no  land 
treatment. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  new  drains  were  constructed — 119  yds.  9  in.  sewer  in  the 
Malmesbury  Koad,  Chippenham  Without  district.  109  yds.  9  in.  sewer  and  96  yds.  6  in.  sewer  at 
Quarry  Hill,  Box. 

In  some  of  the  private  houses  in  parts  of  Corsham,  Box,  Lacock,  and  Chippenham  Without, 
there  are  a  certain  number  of  water  closets,  but  most  of  the  houses  are  supplied  with  earth  closets 
and  there  are  some  old-fashioned  vaults  in  use;  about  800  each  of  the  latter  are  to  be  found 
throughout  the  district. 

Part  of  Hardenhuish,  Langley  Burrell,  and  Corsham,  have  their  house  refuse  moved  under  a 
contract,  in  all  about  600  houses  are  dealt  with,  about  520  loads  of  refuse  are  moved  annually. 
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Cricklade. — This  continues  to  be  satisfactory  where  a  system  exists.  There  was,  however, 
some  trouble  on  the  Wootton  Bassett  sewage  farm  during  the  summer.  This  is  now  being  dealt 
with.  New  filter  beds  have  been  made  and  the  whole  plan  of  the  farm  re-arranged  under  the 
supervision  of  the  consulting  engineer  to  the  District. 

Devizes. — £481  Ids.  lOd.  has  been  spent  by  the  Authority  on  new  sewers,  the  houses  on  the 
Bath  Road  outside  the  Borough  have  been  connected  with  the  urban  system  of  drainage  by  a  new 
sewer,  and  over  £90  has  been  spent  oh  the  new  sewer  at  West  Lavington. 

High  worth. — There  has  been  complaint  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  during  the  year. 
The  rivers  and  streams  of  the  District  are  all  tributaries  of  the  Upper  Thames,  and  as  such,  are 
kept  under  strict  observation  by  the  officials  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board.  The  effluent  of 
the  Stratton  St.  Margaret  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  been  complained  of,  and  additional  land  has 
been  acquired  for  irrigation  purposes. 

There  are  3,714  houses  in  the  district  of  the  Highworth  Sanitary  Authority,  and  of  these  the 
very  considerable  number  of  2,145  are  drained  to  sewers,  whose  contents  are  disposed  by  irriga¬ 
tion  and  filtration.  There  appear  to  be  no  further  houses  drained  in  this  manner  during  the 
year  under  review.  There  are  four  villages  and  towns  which  have  more  or  less  complete  sewer¬ 
age  schemes  and  disposal  works.  The  most  important  of  these,  and  the  most  complete,  is  found  in 
the  large  semi-urban  parish  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret.  Out  of  a  total  of  799  houses,  774  are 
drained  to  sewers.  The  sewerage  is  brought  by  gravitation  to  one  outfall,  where  it  is  received 
into  subsidence  tanks,  the  effluent  from  which  is  treated  by  filtration.  The  final  effluent  passes 
over  land  before  it  discharges  into  the  River  Cole.  Highworth  is  completely  sewered,  and  454 
houses  out  of  a  total  number  of  570  drain  to  the  public  sewers,  and  the  sewerage  is  “  disposed  ”  at 
two  outfalls,  where  it  is  treated  by  subsidence  and  broad  irrigation.  Wroughton  is  more  or  less 
completely  sewered,  and  452  houses  out  of  591  are  connected  with  the  public  sewers.  The  method 
of  disposal  is  the  same  as  at  Highworth,  except  that  the  sewage  is  all  delivered  by  gravitation  at 
one  outfall.  Rodbourne  Cheney,  with  the  outlying  districts  of  Moredon  and  Haydon  Wick,  has 
200  out  of  a  total  number  of  449  houses  connected  with  sewers.  Modern  sewers  were  recently  laid 
at  Haydon  Wick,  and  the  sewerage  is  “  disposed  ”  by  irrigation.  The  other  parts  of  this  parish, 
Telford  and  Rodbourne  proper  are  sewered,  but  the  means  of  disposal  are  not  very  satisfactory, 
and  a  large  number  of  cesspits  are  still  in  use — the  sewerage  being  mostly  slop  water.  A  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme  of  sewerage  for  this  straggling  parish  was  devised  many  years  ago,  but  it  was 
never  carried  out.  A  scheme  for  sewering  the  parts  of  the  parish  I  have  mentioned  above  is  still 
desirable.  Every  parish  in  the  district  has  sewers  of  some  description,  many  of  them  being  old 
storm  water  sewers,  with  the  exception  of  Hinton  Parva  and  Inglesham.  There  are  562  cesspits 
— an  increase  of  9  during  the  year — in  use  as  a  means  of  excrement  disposal  in  the  district. 
There  is  no  very  great  objection  to  this  means  of  disposal,  in  purely  rural  districts,  provided  that 
the  excreta  be  not  conserved  in  the  same  strata  as  that  from  which  the  water  supply  is  derived  or 
in  close  proximity  to  the  well. 

In  425  instances  the  sewerage  drains  directly  on  to  the  land.  582  houses  have  no  drains,  and 
the  slop  water  is  thrown  directly  on  to  the  land.  The  objection  to  this  is  that  to  save  trouble  the 
slops  are  thrown  out  at  the  back  door,  where  an  insanitary  area  is  thus  soon  created.  New  drains 
have  in  places  been  laid  during  the  year,  and  many  repairs  of  old  drains  have  been  effected  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Authority’s  officials. 

Malmesbury. — During  the  past  year  the  work  of  eliminating  cesspits  from  your  district  has 
made  great  headway. 

Upwards  of  130  have  been  done  away  with,  and  pail  closets  have  been  substituted  in  most 
cases. 

I  feel  convinced  that  the  old-fashioned  porous  cesspit  is  responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  ill-health, 
and  I  hope  in  time  to  rid  your  district  of  them. 

Marlborough. — The  streams  and  watercourses  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Thames 
Conservators,  and  all  necessary  steps  are  taken  to  protect  them  from  pollution. 

A  few  of  the  larger  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  water  closets,  elsewhere  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  privies  prevails.  There  are  44  water  closets,  and  about  1,100  privies,  the  latter  being  in 


60 


the  proportion  of  two  pit  closets  to  one  pail  closet,  but  the  number  of  the  latter  is  being  gradually 
increased,  and  the  old  pits  done  away  with.  No  organised  system  of  scavenging  is  carried  out  in 
any  of  the  villages. 

Melksham. — I  have  little  to  report  under  this  head.  Sewers  were  repaired  at  Forest,  Seming- 
ton  and  Hilperton,  and  a  length  of  new  sewer  constructed  at  Semington  Lane.  All  the  drains  in 
the  Hilperton  village  were  flushed  by  the  Water  Company,  and  all  ditches  receiving  sewage  were 
cleansed  by  the  Council. 

There  is  no  system  of  scavenging  except  at  Blackmore  Terrace,  where  by  an  arrangement  with 
the  Urban  Council  refuse  is  removed  twice  a  week. 

Like  all  rural  districts  there  is  a  great  variety  of  methods  of  excrement  removal.  In  the  more 
populous  parts  where  there  are  sewers,  water-closets  are  generally  in  use,  but  for  the  most  part 
there  is  a  “  conservancy  ”  system,  comprising  pails,  dry  closets,  privies  and  cesspits.  There 
are  surprisingly  few  nuisances  arising  from  these,  and  as  nearly  all  cottages  have  gardens  most  of 
the  organic  matter  goes  into  the  soil. 

Mere. — The  stream  flowing  through  the  town  of  Mere  has  been  cleaned  out  twice  during  the 
year,  and  no  pollution  discovered. 

No  change  on  a  large  scale  has  been  made  in  the  drainage  and  sewerage  during  the  year,  but 
some  small  localities  and  houses  have  been  connected  with  previously  existing  systems  of  sewer¬ 
age,  and  the  connections,  etc.,  have  been  examined  and  passed.  Altogether  12  new  drains  have 
been  laid  or  relaid,  6  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated,  and  3  defective  waste  pipes  rectified. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  the  closet  accommodation  during  the  year,  and  care  taken  that 
closets  are  kept  as  far  as  possible  in  a  sanitary  condition.  The  approximate  number  of  pail  closets 
in  the  district  is  298,  and  the  number  of  privies  289.  Five  additional  privies  have  been  provided, 
six  converted  to  W.C.’s,  5  converted  to  pail  closets,  and  11  have  been  repaired.  The  approximate 
number  of  W.C.’s  is  42  with  flush  cisterns  and  four  without.  Six  additional  ones  have  been  pro¬ 
vided,  and  six  repaired,  ventilated,  etc. 

The  town  of  Mere  is  the  only  part  of  the  district  where  any  scavenging  has  been  done  by  the 
Council.  This  was  carried  out  during  the  summer  months.  The  total  number  of  houses  for  which 
refuse  was  removed  by  the  authority  was  98,  and  41  privies  and  ashpits  were  cleansed. 

Pewsey. — The  only  systems  of  sewage  disposal  are  in  connection  with  the  Military  Camps  and 
the  Flying  School,  near  Upavon. 

In  the  town  of  Pewsey  the  old  sewers,  probably  constructed  originally  for  the  purpose  of  car¬ 
rying  off  rain-water,  and  storm  water  from  the  roads,  have  been  connected  to  various  house 
drains,  and  are  now  sewers  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  vested  in  the  Local  Authority.  These 
sewers  discharge  into  the  river  near  the  Police  Station,  and  complaints  from  time  to  time  have  been 
made  as  to  a  nuisance  arising  therefrom;  apart  altogether  from  the  offence  under  Section  1  of  the 
Eivers  Pollution  (Prevention)  Act,  1893,  to  discharge  untreated  sewage  into  a  stream  or  water¬ 
course. 

Complaints  have  also  arisen  at  the  village  of  Upavon,  where  slop  water  sewers  discharge  into 
the  river. 

As  far  as  the  town  of  Pewsey  is  concerned,  the  Authority  will  very  soon  be  faced  with  the 
necessity  for  providing  some  form  of  sewage  treatment. 

At  the  village  of  Ludgershall  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  sewage  disposal  is  increasing,  and  at 
an  early  date  some  system  will  have  to  be  adopted. 

Four  additional  water  closets  were  provided  during  the  year  and  34  privies  were  converted  to 
pail  closets.  There  are  still  approximately  about  173  privies  in  the  district,  and  it  is  highly  desir¬ 
able  that  these  should  be  converted  to  the  more  sanitary  pail  closet  as  early  as  possible. 
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Ramsbury. — No  part  of  the  district  is  sewered.  Privies  are  mostly  used,  but  pail  closets  are 
coming  more  into  use.  W.C.  ’s  are  only  in  use  in  the  larger  houses.  The  approximate  number  of 
each  are: — 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  1450 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  350 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  50 

Salisbury. — A  complaint  was  made  by  a  number  of  Downton  residents  regarding  the  stream 
near  the  Tannery  at  Downton.  This  matter  was  investigated,  and  the  owners  of  the  Tannery  have 
promised  to  prevent  any  source  of  contamination  which  might  arise  from  work  carried  on  at  the 
Tannery. 

There  is  no  system  of  sewerage  in  any  part  of  the  District.  Household  slops  and  waste  water 
are  dealt  with  by  means  of  cess-pools.  Solid  excreta  are  dealt  with  by  earth  closets,  pail  closets 
and  privies  with  vaults.  All  these  are  apt  to  cause  nuisance  at  times.  Undoubtedly  the  least 
objectionable  is  the  pail  closet.  Whilst  carrying  out  inspection  under  the  Housing  Act,  it  was 
found  that  the  privies  with  vaults  were  in  some  cases  unsatisfactory,  not  having  been  cleaned  out 
for  a  number  of  years.  There  is  no  system  of  scavenging,  and  the  onus  of  removal  rests  with  the 
occupier.  At  Downton,  the  sanitary  conditions  are  unsatisfactory,  and  the  water  in  some  of  the 
wells  is  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Tetbury. — The  closet  accommodation  is  almost  entirely  that  of  privies,  although  in  some  few 
cases  pails  are  used.  In  the  larger  houses  water  closets  are  used. 

Tisbury. — With  the  exception  of  the  area  lying  to  the  South  of  the  Donhead  Downs,  practic¬ 
ally  the  whole  of  the  watershed  of  the  district  finds  its  way  into  the  Nadder  at  some  point  in  its 
course  within  your  boundaries.  With  one  reservation  to  be  mentioned  later,  I  do  not  think  that 
any  gross  pollution  of  the  stream  exists. 

Public  drainage  schemes  are  in  operation  at  Hindon  and  Tisbury.  The  remaining  parts  of 
the  district  are  unprovided,  and  under  present  conditions  I  do  not  consider  that  there  is  any  general 
need  to  alter  the  existing  methods  by  which  waste  products  are  dealt  with. 

As  a  rule  the  pail  closet  is  in  use.  Many  houses  have  their  own  private  drainage  schemes, 
most  of  which  are  of  excellent  construction  and  efficiency,  whilst  the  remainder  are  dependent  on 
the  old-fashioned  privy.  These  are  being  gradually  converted  to  pail  closets,  and  during  the  past 
few  years  hundreds  have  been  so  dealt  with. 

At  Hindon  the  recently  improved  subsoil  irrigation  system  is  working  well,  and  at  present  I 
have  no  adverse  comments  to  make  regarding  it.  In  connection  with  the  Tisbury  system,  my  last 
two  reports  have  referred  to  the  impending  necessity  for  an  extension  of  the  spray  area.  The  three 
acres  of  land  that  were  originally  utilised  have  been  showing  signs  that  their  capacity  for  purifying 
the  increasing  quantity  of  effluent  was  lessening.  When  the  scheme  was  inaugurated  nine  acres  of 
land  were  rented,  the  intention  being  to  bring  fresh  ground  into  use  as  occasion  necessitated. 
It  was  estimated  that  the  three  acres  would  be  sufficient  for  three  years’  continuous  use,  and  provi¬ 
sion  was  made  for  further  extension  as  and  when  required.  Now  at  the  end  of  five  years  it  is 
obvious  that  the  area  is  temporarily  exhausted,  with  the  result  that  an  impure  effluent  is  dis¬ 
charging  into  the  Nadder.  A  sample  of  this  effluent  was  recently  submitted  to  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer 
for  analysis.  The  source  of  the  liquid  was  not  mentioned,  but  an  expression  of  opinion  was 
requested  whether  the  discharge  of  such  a  fluid  into  the  stream  would  constitute  river  pollution. 

I  append  Dr.  Dyer’s  remarks  upon  it. 

“  This  is  a  bad  effluent.  When  received  it  had  an  objectionable  smell  which  became  very  foul 
on  keeping.  It  contains  much  putrescible  matter  and  consumes  eight  times  as  much  dissolved 
atmospheric  oxygen  as  would  be  consumed  by  an  effluent  properly  purified  for  discharge  into  a 
river.  I  consider  that  its  discharge  into  a  stream  would  constitute  pollution.  Signed — Bernard 
Dyer.  ” 

It  is  therefore  obvious  that  the  effluent  at  Tisbury  falls  far  below  the  recognised  standard  of 
purity,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  can  be  remedied  by  bringing  more  land  into  use. 


In  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  department  much  work  has  been  done  in  connection  with  the 
betterment  of  drains,  closets,  and  privies.  The  approximate  number  of  the  different  types  of  closets 
in  the  district  are:  Pails,  1,100;  Privies,  713;  Water  Closets,  38. 

During  the  year  4  new  WC..’s  have  been  provided  and  10  old  ones  repaired,  39  house  drains 
laid  or  relaid,  44  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated,  whilst  32  lavatories  or  urinals  have  been 
repaired. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  effected  privately,  and  there  is  no  special  system  of  house  to 
house  collection.  This  arrangement  is  so  far  satisfactory.  In  most  instances  removal  is  done 
expeditiously,  and  it  is  rare  to  find  any  offensive  accumulation  of  decaying  matter.  This  is  in 
some  part  due  to  the  limited  capacity  of  the  receptacles  which  from  their  nature  have  to  be  emptied 
frequently. 

For  the  particular  district  concerned  this  is  probably  as  good  a  method  as  would  be  the  more 
expensive  means  of  public  house  to  house  scavenging.  Apart  from  this,  such  a  system  is  impractic¬ 
able  in  so  widely  scattered  an  area.  The  refuse  removed  is  either  dug  into  gardens  as  manure  or 
destroyed  at  the  public  refuse  pit  at  Tisbury. 

Warminster. — In  no  part  of  the  district  is  there  a  public  sewer.  The  disposal  of  sewage  is 
that  common  to  agricultural  districts.  Special  care  is  called  for  in  the  draining  away  of  waste 
water,  and  removal  of  rubbish  as  a  number  of  wells  used  for  drinking  purposes  are  surface  wells. 

Westbury. — Complaints  about  the  condition  of  the  River  Biss  still  continue  to  be  made  by 
landowners  and  farmers  below  the  Dilton  Marsh  Tan  Yards.  Cases  of  Anthrax  among  the  cattle 
are  constantly  cropping  up,  and  the  whole  subject  is  brisling  with  difficulties.  The  owners  of  the 
Tan  Yards  appear  to  have  done  everything  possible  in  the  way  of  large  filter  beds,  but  notwith¬ 
standing  this,  the  condition  of  the  stream  below  is  unsatisfactory. 

The  District  is  composed  of  several  small  villages,  and  so  no  comprehensive  drainage  scheme 
is  possible.  Local  sewers  and  drains  are  provided,  and  improved  on  where  necessary. 

There  are  approximately  100  W.C.’s  and  500  pail  and  500  closets  in  your  District.  The  latter 
are  gradually  being  replaced  by  pail  closets,  where  found  necessary. 

Wilton. — The  rivers  and  streams  are  kept  clean  and  in  good  order  by  the  Fishing  Clubs  now 
renting  them,  and  no  complaints  of  their  pollution  have  been  received.  In  two  cases  privies  were 
found  discharging  into  river  and  the  nuisance  was  remedied.  No  trouble  has  arisen  from  the  Wilton 
Sewage,  which  is  received  by  arrangement  at  Bemerton. 

During  the  year  15  house  drains  have  been  relaid,  14  additional  W.C.’s  have  been  provided, 
and  19  old-fashioned  privies  have  been  converted  into  pail  closets.  There  are  in  the  district  about 
594  W.C.’s  with  flushing  cisterns,  and  450  pail-closets,  and  there  are  still  about  980  privies  left  of 
the  old  vault  pattern. 

The  Scavenging  has  been  successfully  carried  out,  and  in  Bemerton  240  loads  of  refuse  have 
been  removed  from  405  houses. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  ACT,  1890—1909. 

From  returns  received  from  the  various  Inspectors  under  the  Housing  Act,  I  have  prepared 
the  following  table  showing  the  amount  of  work  done  since  the  inception  of  the  Act,  and  the  per¬ 
centage  of  houses  still  remaining  to  be  examined,  and  particulars  of  the  results  of  inspections  and 
work  done  during  the  year  1913:  — 
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Since  Commencement  of  the 


For  Period  1st  January,  1913  to  31st  December,  1913. 


Act. 

DISTRICTS. 

» 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
under 
£16 
rental. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
inspected 
under 
the  Act 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
remain¬ 
ing  to  be 
inspected 

Percent¬ 
age  of 
houses 
inspect¬ 
ed. 

No. 

reported 

to 

Council 

as 

danger¬ 
ous  or 
unfit  for 
occupa¬ 
tion. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
actually 
closed 
without 
service 
of 

Formal 
Closing 
Orders 
under 
3ec.  17. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
in 

respect 

to 

which 
Closing 
Orders  4 
have 
been 
served. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
actually 
closed 
under 
such 
Orders. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
rendered 
fit  for 
occupa¬ 
tion  after 
service  of 
Closing 
Orders. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses  . 
rendered 
fit  for 
occupa¬ 
tion  after 
Informal 
Notices. 

Tot  al 
No  .  ef 
h  ouses 
where 
Closing 
Orders 
have 
become 
ope  ative 
and  are 
still 

awaiting 

repairs. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
for  which 
“Demoli¬ 
tion” 
Oidtrs 
have  been 
issued. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
actually 
“  Demo¬ 
lished” 
with  or 
without 
Demoli¬ 
tion 
Orders 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
for 

Working 
Classes 
com¬ 
pleted 
or  first 
occupied. 

Total 
No.  of 
houses 
in 

course 

of 

erection 
but  not 
com¬ 
pleted. 

URBAN 

Bradford  . 

1 

1087 

341 

746 

31.37 

20 

16 

1 

1 

|  20 

4 

2 

1 

11 

9 

9 

5 

2 

Caine  . 

766 

345 

421 

45.02 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Chippenham  . 

911 

242 

669 

26.56 

92 

... 

... 

89 

... 

•  •  • 

4 

•  •  • 

Devizes  . 

930 

851 

79 

91.50 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

(Malmesbury 

612 

609 

3 

99.50 

3 

11 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

Marlborough 

664 

562 

102 

84.63 

7 

... 

7 

1 

7 

• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

18 

Melksham 

564 

141 

423 

25.00 

4 

2 

Salisbury  . 

3409 

710 

2699 

20.82 

... 

13 

4 

4 

2 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Swindon  . 

11739 

1199 

10540 

10.21 

8 

1 

2 

1 

45 

27 

Trowbridge 

2872 

1335 

1537 

46.48 

36 

3 

1 

2 

94 

3 

3 

6 

4 

Warminster 

1103 

600 

503 

54.39 

9 

... 

9 

5 

32 

4 

2 

2 

5 

Westbury 

827 

250 

577 

30.22 

3 

... 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1/Vilton  . 

481 

374 

107 

77.75 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

8 

... 

... 

... 

6 

... 

RURAL 

ftmesbury 

1496 

535 

961 

35.76 

8 

2 

103 

... 

1 

12 

5 

Bradford  . 

1116 

494 

622 

44.25 

8 

6 

3 

4 

123 

3 

... 

13 

3 

Dalne  . 

1016 

574 

442 

56.48 

2 

1 

1 

43 

4 

9 

6 

Chippenham 

3734 

239 

3495 

6.40 

73 

... 

21 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

2 

Oricklade 

2295 

972 

1323 

42.34 

6 

6 

2 

. 

•  •  • 

7 

4 

4 

Devizes  . 

2455 

885 

1570 

36.04 

1 

1 

1 

1 

51 

•  •  • 

5 

22 

1 

Highworth 

3222 

2044 

1178 

63.43 

191 

9 

5 

5 

1 

177 

4 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

Malmesbury 

1651 

848 

803 

51.36 

5 

3 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

3 

8 

1 

Marlborough 

975 

108 

867 

11.07 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

59 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Melksham 

984 

280 

704 

28.45 

7 

1 

7 

1 

6 

|  24 

1 

•  •  • 

32 

2 

flere  . 

1097 

371 

726 

33.81 

3 

3 

... 

. 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

°ewsey*  . 

2321 

36 

2285 

1.55 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

^amsbury 

1690 

631 

1059 

37.33 

11 

• .  • 

4 

1 

... 

1 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

oalisbury  . 

2142 

827 

1315 

38.60 

2 

2 

o  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.  •  • 

22 

2 

'etbury  . 

Tisbury  . 

68 

59 

9 

86.76 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

6 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1709 

884 

825 

51.72 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

•  •  . 

•  •  » 

90 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

•  .  • 

Warminster 

1590 

810 

780 

50.94 

44 

5 

25 

2 

2 

7 

21 

1 

1 

6 

5 

Westbury 

1640 

724 

916 

44.14 

10 

2 

8 

4 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

6 

Wilton  . 

1940 

774 

1166 

39.89 

.  .  . 

2 

»  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

. .  . 

3 

... 

... 

11 

6 

(JRBAN 

DISTRICTS 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS 

25965 

7559 

18406 

29.11 

175 

30 

58 

20 

15 

239 

28 

14  1 

16 

76 

61 

33141 

12095 

21046 

36.49 

372  j 

33 

65 

22 

25 

721 

39 

3 

23 

167 

50 

Administra¬ 
tive  county 

59106 

!  19654 

39452 

33.25 

547 

, 

63 

123 

42 

40 

960 

67 

I 

17 

39 

243 

111 

*  Owing  to  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health  keeping  incomplete  records. 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  percentage  of  houses  examined  since  the  Act  came  into 
operation  is  33.25;  29.11  per  cent,  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  36.49  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

In  the  Urban  Districts,  Chippenham,  Melksham,  Salisbury,  and  Swindon  are  below  the  mean 
of  the  combined  Urban  District  Rate.  In  the  Rural  Districts,  Amesbury,  Chippenham,  Devizes, 
Marlborough,  Melksham,  Mere  and  Pewsey  are  below  the  mean  Combined  Rural  Rate.  In  the 
cases  of  Marlborough  and  Pewsey  Rural  Districts  the  low  percentage  is  due  to  the  fact  of  change 
of  Officers  during  the  year,  and  the  late  Inspectors  having  kept  practically  no  records  with  regard 
to  their  inspections,  thus  necessitating  almost  an  entire  re-inspection  of  the  districts. 
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HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OE  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS,  1910. 

Article  V. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  include  in  his  Annual  Report  information 
and  particulars  in  tabular  form  in  regard  to:  — 


DISTRICTS. 


URBANS. 

Bradford-on-Avon 

Caine 

Chippenham 

Devizes 

Malmesbury 

Marlborough 

Melksham  ... 

Salisbury 

Swindon 

Trowbridge 

Warminster 

Westbury  ... 

Wilton 


TOTALS 


RURALS. 

Amesbury  ... 

Bradford-on-Avon 
Caine 

Chippenham 
Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 
Devizes 
Highworth 
Malmesbury 
Marlborough 
Melksham 
Mere 
Pewsey 
Ramsbury 
Salisbury 
Tetbury 
Tisbury 
Warminster 
Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown 
Wilton 


TOTALS 
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The  defects  found  to  exist  were  bad  floors,  want  of  ventilation,  dirty  and  damp  walls,  insani¬ 
tary  W.C.’s,  defective  drainage,  insanitary  condition  of  the  paving,  drainage  of  yards  and  out¬ 
houses.  Insanitary  arrangements  for  deposit  of  refuse,  and  dilapidated  condition  of  rooms, 
etc.,  etc. 


Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on-Avon.— The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  this  Act  was  183,  96  more  than 
last  year;  entailing  418  visits,  an  increase  of  159  more  than  last  year. 

Twenty  houses  were  so  bad,  some  had  been  void  for  years,  that  Closing  Orders  were  issued, 
with  the  result  that  two  had  been  put  into  habitable  repair,  and  nine  have  been  actually 
demolished. 

The  work  has  been  done  in  St.  Margaret’s  Hill,  Wine  Street,  and  Wine  Street  Terrace,  White 
Hill,  Jones’  Court,  Tory  Place,  Vine  Cottages,  Budburv  Place,  Middle  Rank,  Tory,  Barton 
Farm  Cottages,  and  St.  Margaret’s  Street. 

On  the  site  of  the  old  Lodging  House  in  Wine  Street  5  new  cottages  have  been  erected,  10 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  road,  which  has  been  widened  5  feet,  and  10  feet  back  from  the  boundary 
wall;  one  of  the  most  useful  pieces  of  work  that  has  been  done  lately,  as  the  cottages  were  badly 
needed. 

Two  new  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  in  St.  Margaret’s  Hill,  where  a  block  of  seven  back- 
to-back  cottages  stood.  These  as  well  as  the  5  above  are  all  suitable  for  artizans. 

The  commonest  defects  found  on  inspection  are  leaky  roofs,  worn  treads  of  stairs,  and  win¬ 
dows  that  will  not  open;  dampness  is  in  some  of  the  cases  due  to  the  absence  of  a  damp  course, 
and  the  nature  of  the  stone  used  in  building,  viz. :  freestone. 

Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  and  abated  during  the  year. 

Five  houses  are  back-to-back, *and  I  hope  that  in  time  these  will  be  removed  and  better  ones 
put  in  their  place.  There  is  no  overcrowding  of  houses  in  the  district;  air  space  is  ample,  and  as 
more  of  the  condemned  houses  are  demolished  this  will  increase. 

Thanks  to  the  Council  removing  ashes  and  house  refuse,  the  surroundings  of  the  houses  are 
clean. 

Plans  of  houses,  or  additions  to  them,  have  to  be  sent  to  the  Council  and  approved  before  being 
erected. 

Calne. — No  house  has  been  built  or  finished  during  the  year,  and  no  house  is  in  course  of 
erection.  Two  dilapidated  or  otherwise  defective  houses  have  been  restored  and  made  fit  for  human 
habitation.  All  new  houses  are  erected  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  Bye-laws.  No  case  of 
o\ercrowding  has  been  dealt  with  officially,  but  one  case  was  remedied  after  informal  action  was 
taken. 

Chippenham. — A  careful  inspection  of  the  whole  district  has  been  made  with  a  view  to  enforc¬ 
ing  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  and  the  more  recent  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act;  as  a  re¬ 
sult  89  houses  have  been  improved  and  made  fit  for  habitation. 

Three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  abated.  Twelve  cases  of  house  drains  were  found  to 
be  defective,  these  were  altered  and  put  in  good  order;  in  33  instances  new  drains  were  laid  down 
to  houses. 

The  following  were  the  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist: — Damp  walls,  defec¬ 
tive  roofs,  defective  paving  and  floors,  windows  fixed,  roofs  without  spouting,  earth  abutting  on 
walls  causing  dampness,  untrapped  opening  in  yards,  defective  flushing  apparatus  in  closets. 

The  Inspector  has  drawn  attention  to  the  houses  he  has  specially  inspected  and  scheduled 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  something  like  30  per  cent,  of 
the  houses  in  the  Borough  have  been  so  inspected. 
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In  an  old  town  like  Chippenham  there  are  slums,  blocks  of  houses  close  together,  badly  lighted 
and  without  through  ventilation.  Into  these,  tempted  by  the  low  rents,  the  small  wage  earner 
gravitates;  we  know  that  such  dwellings  are  not  suitable  for  bringing  up  children,  although  if  im¬ 
proved  by  lighting  and  ventilation,  many  such  houses  could  accommodate  two  or  three  adults 
without  injury  to  health.  Having  realised  the  seriousness  of  the  conditions,  the  Council  has  pur¬ 
chased  18  houses  in  Back  Lane  with  a  view  to  their  demolition;  a  site  in  Wood  Lane  has  been 
purchased  where  it  is  proposed  to  build  12  houses. 

Devizes. — During  the  year  136  houses  were  inspected  and  records  of  them  made. 

8  were  rented  under  2s.  per  week. 

12  over  2s.  and  under  3s. 

45  over  3s.  and  under  4s. 

46  over  4s.  and  under  5s. 

13  over  5s.  and  under  6s. 

7  above  6s.  per  week. 

2  were  occupied  by  owners. 

3  were  unoccupied. 

There  were  five  cases  of  overcrowding  with  a  cubic  capacity  of  less  than  200  cubic  feet  per 
head  of  sleeping  room.  These  have  been  remedied,  two  by  the  removal  of  children  and  three  by 
removing  to  another  house. 

Of  all  the  houses  inspected 

12  were  without  through  ventilation. 

14  had  one  bedroom  only. 

96  had  two  bedrooms. 

22  had  three  bedrooms. 

4  had  four  bedrooms. 

Three  closing  orders  were  served;  two  houses  were  closed  and  the  third  made  habitable  by  ex¬ 
tensive  alterations. 

No  new  houses  have  been  built. 

Thirty-seven  notices  to  limewash  and  cleanse;  of  these  24  have  been  complied  with. 

Fifteen  notices  were  sent  to  make  windows  to  open;  11  have  been  complied  with. 

Six  notices  for  defective  water  closets;  four  have  been  completed. 

Ten  notices  to  repair  paving  and  yards;  six  have  been  complied  with. 

In  one  instance  only  was  their  deficient  W.C.  accommodation  in  accordance  with  the  bye¬ 
laws  “  that  not  more  than  two  houses  should  use  one  W.C,  ”;  this  was  at  the  County  Police 
Station,  but  is  in  course  of  being  remedied. 

About  20  more  houses  in  addition  to  those  done  since  the  beginning  of  1914  remain  to  complete 
the  survey,  and  I  shall  hope  to  go  through  the  town  or  a  greater  part  of  it  again  during  the  year. 

Malmesbury. — During  the  past  year,  229  houses  have  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Three  houses  have  been  reported  to  the  Council  as  dangerous  and  unfit  for  habitation.  These 
have  since  been  repaired  and  rendered  fit  for  occupation  after  serving  formal  notice  under  Section 
94  of  Public  Health  Act. 

Sixteen  informal  notices  have  been  served  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act.  Of 
these,  eleven  have  been  complied  with. 

Thirteen  notices  have  been  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  Of  these,  ten  have  been 
complied  with. 

Most  of  these  notices  dealt  with  defective  sanitary  arrangements,  defective  roofs,  insufficient 
ventilation  or  drainage. 
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There  aie  still  some  cesspits  within  the  district,  and  these  are  being  replaced  by  water  closets 
or  pail  closets. 

Two  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  past  year  within  the  borough. 

Since  the  mtioduction  of  the  Act,  609  houses  have  been  inspected.  X  stronelv  urfze  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  Building  Bye-laws  for  the  district. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  dealt  with,  and  the  family  is  now  living  in  two  cottages. 

Several  other  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  brought  to  notice,  but  the  inmates  have 
pleaded  that,  if  turned  out,  they  cannot  find  a  larger  Xiouse.  I  think  this  plea  is  justified. 

There  is  every  indication  that  the  population  of  the  district  is  tending  to  increase,  and  in  a 
short  time  the  housing  question  will  need  earnest  consideration. 

Marlborough. — During  the  year  185  reports  of  inspections  have  been  made.  In  40  houses 
repairs  have  been  executed  after  notice  has  been  served.  Nine  houses  have  been  put  into  a  state 
of  habitable  repair  after  making  closing  orders.  The  defects  reported  on  were  of  the  following 
general  character: — General  dilapidations,  bad  floors,  want  of  ventilation,  dirty  and  damp  walls 
(preventable  damp  in  walls,  due  to  want  of  guttering) ,  insanitary  W.C.’s  (see  Section  35  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act) .  The  salutary  effect  of  the  action  of  the  Council  in  serving  closing 
orders  is  fully  demonstrated  by  this  year’s  results,  showing  40  houses  repaired,  after  serving 
the  ordinary  preliminary  notice. 

Melksham. — Owing  to  the  illness  and  death  of  the  Inspector  and  the  unavoidable  delay  in 
appointing  his  successor,  the  work  of  house  inspection  under  the  Housing  Act  was  seriously  inter¬ 
rupted  and  only  20  houses  were  surveyed.  The  work  is  now  being  vigorously  pushed  forward, 
and  I  hope  that  the  survey  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1915. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  building  cottages  at  Semington  Road,  approved  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  has  been  dropped,  a  local  land-owner  having  generously  agreed  to  build  48  houses, 
the  number  to  be  increased  should  the  demand  arise. 

Salisbury. — A  part  of  the  poorer  population  of  the  district  live  in  houses  in  courts;  this  class 
of  property  is  let  at  a  low  rental  and  so  readily  finds  tenants.  The  rest  of  the  working  class  live  in 
cottage  property  of  four  to  six-roomed  houses;  the  sanitary  condition  is  as  a  rule  good.  There  are 
open  spaces  around  all  this  class  of  property,  and  no  back-to-back  houses  exist  except  in  case  of 
some  of  the  courts  mentioned  above.  New  houses  are  erected  under  supervision,  and  no  new 
house  is  inhabited  without  a  certificate  from  the  City  Surveyor.  The  number  of  new  houses  cer¬ 
tified  in  1913  was  35.  269  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

Swindon. — The  number  of  new  houses  for  the  working  classes  either  erected  or  in  course  of 
erection  during  the  year  1913  is  61.  The  supervision  over  the  construction  of  new  houses  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  bye-laws  is  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Surveyor.  It  seems  desirable  that  some  part 
at  least  of  the  supervision,  i.e.,  relating  more  particularly  to  sanitation,  should  be  under  the  control 
of  the  Borough  Health  Officials. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  houses  for  the  working  classes  in  the  Borough  are  of  modern 
construction.  They  have  been  erected  under  building  bye-laws  adopted  by  the  Corporation  and 
supervised  by  responsible  officials.  The  condition  and  fitness  for  habitation  should  therefore  leave 
little  to  be  desired,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  does  not. 

There  is  a  sufficiency  of  housing  accommodation  available  for  housing  the  working  classes, 
as  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of  void  houses  in  the  Town.  Cases  of  overcrowding  are  few  in 
number,  and  they  are  promptly  dealt  with. 

The  work  of  inspection  is  now  proceeding  satisfactorily  owing  to  the  appointment  of  an  addi¬ 
tional  inspector.  The  appointment  is  said  to  be  a  temporary  one,  but  I  imagine  that  it  will  be 
found  necessary  to  make  it  permanent.  Closing  Orders  were  made  by  the  Corporation  with  re¬ 
spect  to  8  dwelling-houses  during  the  year.  One  is  closed  and  the  order  has  not  been  determined, 
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and  the  house  will  be  shortly  pulled  down.  The  other  seven  houses,  on  the  appeal  of  the  owner, 
were  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  by  the  Central  Authority.  An  exhaustive  inquiry  was  made  by  the 
Inspector,  and  the  closing  orders  were  quashed.  It  was,  however,  stated  in  the  report  that  the 
houses  required  very  extensive  repairs  in  order  to  render  them  fit  for  habitation.  It  is  not  for 
me  to  criticise  the  findings  of  the  Central  Authority  in  thus  quashing  the  orders  made  for  closing 
these  houses.  I  can  only  perhaps  be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  action  thus  taken  will  in  no  way 
deter  me  from  making  future  representations  to  the  Corporation  for  closing  of  properties  should 
they  be  found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1909. 

Trowbridge. — 274  houses  were  inspected,  and  the  inspection  mainly  relates  to  the  Shad’s  Lane 
district  of  the  town,  where  the  property  is  old  and  dilapidated.  The  36  cases  reported  as  unfit  for 
occupation  are  still  under  consideration  and  preliminary  notices  have  been  recently  served. 

Houses  regarding  which  Demolition  Orders  have  been  served  are  situated: — Shad’s  Lane  3. 

The  number  of  houses  for  which  plans  have  been  passed  is  21.  The  number  of  houses  erected 
is  6,  and  in  course  of  erection  4.  Four  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with: — Upper  Stud- 
ley,  1;  Conigre,  1;  Shad’s  Lane,  1;  Middle  Rank,  1; 

Warminster. — Considerable  work  has  been  done  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
1909.  In  all  220  houses  have  been  dealt  with.  Details  of  these  inspections  have  been  very  fully 
and  carefully  recorded  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  include  the  cubic  space  of  all  rooms  in  these 
dwellings.  Numberless  defects  have  been  remedied  as  result  of  informal  notices.  Five  new  houses 
are  in  course  of  erection,  but  none  under  £16  rental.  The  general  character  of  defects  is  damp¬ 
ness  and  insufficient  window  area.  A  scheme  is  in  hand  for  the  building  of  six  cottages. 

Westbury. — 168  houses  have  been  inspected  in  the  past  year.  More  work  would  have  been 
done  under  this  Act,  but  the  extra  work  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  called  upon  to  do  owing 
to  the  breakdown  at  the  Waterworks  Pumping  Station  has  prevented  him  doing  as  much  as  he 
otherwise  would  have  done.  What  work  has  been  done  has  been  followed  up,  and  the  repairs 
ordered  have  been  carried  out  satisfactorily.  There  still  remain  about  600  houses,  but  I  am  glad 
to  say  the  oldest  and  the  houses  most  requiring  inspection  have  been  examined,  so  that  the  work 
still  to  be  done  under  this  Act  can  be  more  expeditiously  carried  out. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  in  three  cases.  The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist 
were  dampness,  insufficient  ventilation  and  bad  flooring.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  dampness  is  not 
only  to  be  found  in  the  older  type  of  houses,  but  also  in  some  put  up  in  recent  years. 

Wilton. — The  Inspection  under  the  Housing  Act  has  been  continued,  and  127  houses  have 
been  inspected  for  the  purposes  of  §  17  of  the  1909  Act.  In  8  cases  defects  of  a  character  injurious 
to  health  were  found,  but  these  were  remedied  in  each  instance  without  applying  for  a  closing 
order.  No  house  had  to  be  compulsorily  demolished.  Six  new  houses  of  an  excellent  character 
for  occupation  by  the  artisan  classes  have  been  built  during  the  year,  and  at  the  present  time  there 
is  no  lack  of  house  accommodation,  nor  are  there  any  dwellings  so  bad  as  to  call  for  immediate 
demolition. 


Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — 446  visits  of  inspection  were  made;  103  houses  made  fit  for  habitation;  46  cleansed 
and  lime-washed;  2  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  No  closing  orders  were  issued.  Twelve  new 
houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  A  block  of  12  houses  is  in  course  of  erection  at  Durring- 
ton  and  3  at  Shrewton,  but  probably  the  rents  of  these  houses  will  be  more  than  the  ordinary 
agricultural  labourer  can  afford  to  pay.  A  bake-house  is  being  built  at  Figheldean. 

Bradford-on-Avon. — Work  under  this  Act  has  been  done  in  Holt,  Broughton,  Atworth,  South 
Wraxall,  Limpley  Stoke,  and  Westwood.  214  fresh  houses,  and  159  in  which  the  record  was  not 
completed  at  the  end  of  last  year  have  been  inspected  and  visited,  entailing  a  total  of  553  visits. 
The  bulk  of  the  work  is  done  by  informal  notices. 

13  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year  suitable  for  the  artizan  class. 
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Delay  in  carrying  out  work  is  caused  in  two  ways  (1)  the  local  people  cannot  complete  all  the 
orders  sent  them,  and  there  is  a  natural  distaste  to  calling  in  outsiders  to  compete  against  a  neigh¬ 
bour,  and  (2)  when  a  large  number  of  houses  belong  to  one  owner  require  various  alterations,  it 
is  impossible  for  the  staff  to  do  all  at  once,  and  the  worst  cases  are  generally  dealt  with  first,  and 

those  of  lesser  consequence  afterwards. 

• 

Two  things  often  found  together,  viz.,  absence  of  guttering  to  the  roofs  and  rotten  footpaths 
round  the  houses,  combine  to  make  the  houses  damp  and  to  rot  the  foundations.  In  the  houses 
erected  during  the  past  ten  years  a  damp  course  has  invariably  been  placed;  but  such  a  thing  was 
unknown  when  the  large  bulk  of  our  rural  cottages  were  bnilt  and  a  loose-stoned  foundation  was 
used  instead.  In  the  course  of  years  the  spaces  left  for  ventilation  between  the  stones  have  be¬ 
come  filled  in,  and  so  moisture  is  able  to  pass  up  the  walls;  greatly  facilitated  by  borders  between 
the  house  and  paths.  All  houses  should  be  required  to  have  guttering  to  the  roofs,  and  where  pos¬ 
sible  an  asphalte  path  4ft.  wide  around  them 

Bye-laws  of  a  simple  nature,  to  include  damp  courses,  the  opening  of  windows,  fire  places  in 
every  room,  and  sanitary  arrangements,  and  a  satisfactory  water  supply,  should  in  my  opinion  be 
possessed  by  every  Council. 

Calne. — Four  houses  have  been  demolished  and  replaced  by  new  and  excellent  cottages. 
Eight  new  cottages  and  one  new  residence  have  been  erected  during  1913.  The  farm  and  village 
cottages  in  the  district  are  quite  adequate.  One  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  dealt  with  inform¬ 
ally  and  remedied.  168  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year. 

Chippenham. — Owing  to  various  causes,  including  the  change  of  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Mr. 
Bhodes  replacing  Mr.  Balchin,  there  has  not  been  as  much  work  done  under  this  heading  this  year 
as  in  previous  years;  nevertheless  the  inspections  which  have  been  made  and  the  reports  of  them 
which  have  been  made,  as  well  as  the  condition  of  the  houses  and  their  surroundings,  which 
have  been  brought  more  immediately  to  the  notice  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee, 
will  show  that  many  of  the  houses  are  not  suitable  for  the  occupation  of  those  living  in  them,  and 
that  larger  houses  are  required  for  those  families  where  there  are  children  growing  up;  also  the 
owners  of  cottage  properties  often  will  not  let  a  cottage  to  a  man  with  a  family  of  children,  as  a 
result  he  has  a  difficulty  of  finding  work.  Houses  with  three  bedrooms,  two  with  fireplaces,  are, 
in  my  opinion,  required  in  the  following  parishes— Kington  St.  Michael,  Kington  Langley,  Lang¬ 
ley  Burrell,  Lacock,  parts  of  Corsham,  Biddestone,  and  Yatton  Keynell.  I  should  say  there  is  a 
demand  for  six  large  cottages  in  each  of  these  villages,  the  rents  must  be  such  as  a  man  can  pay 
who  earns  from  13s.  or  18s.  to  £1  per  week. 

With  regard  to  Langley  Burrell  I  hear  some  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  six  labourers’ 
cottages  in  that  parish;  two  cottages  are  also  being  built  in  Biddestone,  for  which  there  are  sixteen 
applications  I  am  told. 

The  number  of  new  houses  required  in  the  parishes  named  may  be  reduced  if  some  of  the  ex¬ 
isting  houses  be  improved  and  enlarged. 

1,006  inspections  were  made,  including  inspections  on  general  sanitary  matters,  bakehouses, 
slaughterhouses,  waste  water,  sewerage  works,  etc. 

153  building  inspections.  18  certificates  of  completion  of  buildings.  223  dairies,  cowsheds, 
and  milk-shops.  244  inspections  under  the  Housing  Act.  10  statutory  notices  were  served.  9 

statutory  notices  were  complied  with,  1  outstanding.  32  informal  notices  served.  29  informal 
notices  complied  with.  3  informal  notices  outstanding. 

Cricklade. — Only  4  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  there  were  11  addi¬ 
tions  to  others.  The  new  houses  are  of  good  character  and  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Work  under 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  has  progressed,  242  “  primary  ”  inspections  were  carried  out 
during  the  year.  6  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  closing  orders  were 
issued  for  all,  but  in  the  case  of  3  of  these  the  orders  were  made  provisional  to  the  death  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  were  very  aged  and  infirm  people  and  who  were  also  the  owners  of  the  houses. 
No  children  or  young  people  lived  in  these  places.  228  houses  were  found  to  have  defects  which 
required  attention,  and  the  necessary  notices  were  served.  The  general  character  of  the  defects 
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found  was  with  regard  to  ventilation — windows  in  many  cases  being  made  so  that  they  could  be 
opened — bad  floors,  roofs  and  gutters  out  of  repair,  no  food  stores,  and  unsatisfactory  water  sup¬ 
plies  and  closets,  etc.  In  all  491  inspections  were  carried  out  under  the  Act. 

Devizes. — During  the  year  311  houses  have  been  inspected  in  the  Parishes  of  Bromham, 
Chittoe,  and  Marden.  These  are  tabulated  as  in  previous  years.  A  closing  order  was  issued  for 
one  house  in  another  parish,  and  five  houses  for  which  closing  orders  were  issued  in  1912  have  been 
made  fit  for  habitation.  Five  have  been  demolished  without  demolition  orders.  Twenty-two  new 
houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year. 

Since  the  commencement  of  1911,  885  houses  have  been  inspected  in  twelve  parishes,  and  re¬ 
cords  made.  It  will  certainly  take  at  least  another  three  or  four  years  to  complete  the  survey  of 
the  district.  These  885  houses  are  tabulated. 

In  the  month  of  September  a  second  enquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board  was  held  at  Pot- 
terne,  and  an  order  was  issued  that  new  cottages  were  to  be  built  by  the  Rural  District  Council. 
Since  then  arrangements  have  been  made  to  purchase  land,  and  plans  for  six  houses  in  three 
blocks  of  two  each  have  been  submitted  and  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

A  number  of  notices  for  lime-washing,  cleansing,  and  for  the  carrying  out  of  small  repairs,  have 
been  sent  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  completed. 

Highworth. — There  are  225  residential  houses,  356  farm  and  business  houses  and  2134 
cottages  in  the  district.  Of  these  latter,  1,743  have  three,  1,303  have  two  bedrooms  each,  and 
in  88  instances  cottages  have  only  one  bedroom  each.  At  the  time  of  inspection  175  houses  were 
found  to  be  unoccupied  for  various  reasons  Many  of  these  were  only  temporarily  vacant.  The 
number  of  permanently  void  houses  in  the  district  is  very  small.  Derelict  houses  are  included 
among  the  voids  and  under  the  operation  of  the  Housing  and  Towrn  Planning  Act  these  will  auto¬ 
matically  disappear.  The  average  of  persons  per  house  for  the  whole  district  is  4.2.  The  highest 
average  is  at  Inglesham,  where  it  rises  to  4.8.  Ten  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  the 
majority  of  these  were  not  for  the  use  of  the  working  classes.  Five  houses  were  closed.  Five 
instances  of  overcrowding  came  under  notice  during  the  year,  and  the  nuisances  were  abated.  In 
most  instances  the  overcrowding  was  temporary  due  to  visits  of  relatives  and  friends.  There  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  deficiency  of  housing  for  the  working  classes  in  the  Rural  District  at  Bishopstone, 
Blunsdon,  Chiseldon,  Highworth,  Liddington,  South  Marston  and  Wroughton.  Where  void  houses 
are  practically  non-existent  it  is  not  possible  to  condemn  as  unfit  for  habitation  dwellings  which 
would  otherwise  be  “  represented  ”  as  unfit,  and  many  “border  line”  tenements  thus  temporarily 
escape.  The  number  of  cottages  available  for  artizans  and  labourers  in  the  country  generally  does 
not  increase  fast  enough  for  the  needs  and  growths  of  the  population.  The  houses  in  the  High- 
worth  District  with  a  rental  of  £16  and  under  per  annum  number  3,216.  These,  are 
liable  to  inspection  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  of  1909.  It  is  evident  that  during 
the  past  four  years  the  annual  average  increase  of  houses  built,  which  are  available  for  artizans  and 
labourers  in  this  country  has  fallen  very  considerably.  In  the  Highworth  Rural  District  the 
population  at  the  census  of  1901  was  14,279.  In  1911  it  was  15,141,  an  increase  of  862  persons. 
Some  200  houses  should  have  been  built  in  the  decade — an  average  of  20  houses  a  year — to  accom¬ 
modate  the  increase  of  population;  and  the  houses  built  should  have  been  all  erected  for  the  hous¬ 
ing  of  the  working  classes.  Our  records  do  not  show  that  this  has  been  accomplished. 

Malmesbury. — During  1913,  313  houses  have  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Medical  Officer.  This  necessitated  428  separate  inspections. 

Forty-six  informal  notices  were  served  under  Section  15  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Act;  these  have  all  been  complied  with  and  the  work  done,  or  in  hand. 

Two  houses  were  reported  under  Section  17  of  the  Act  as  dangerous  and  unfit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation.  Two  Closing  Orders  were  issued.  One  house  was  closed  under  this  Order,  and  the  other 
was  made  fit  for  habitation. 

Three  old  cottages  were  demolished  without  demolition  orders. 

Three  houses  have  been  closed  without  service  of  formal  Closing  Orders. 

Eight  houses  suitable  for  occupation  by  the  Working  Classes  have  been  completed  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  during  the  past  year. 
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Fifty-one  notices  have  been  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875.  These  all  referred 
to  houses  tenanted  before  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  of  1909. 

These  51  notices,  and  the  46  informal  notices  previously  referred  to,  were  in  connection  with 
defective  roofs,  defective  drains,  defective  floors,  insanitary  closets,  etc. 

It  is  rare  to  find  in  the  villages  of  the  district  a  vacant  cottage,  and  as  the  inspection  of  houses 
is  continued  in  each  village,  more  houses  will  be  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  the  short¬ 
age  of  houses  will  increase. 

Unless  more  houses  are  built  the  population  of  the  district  will  continue  to  decrease,  and  the 
better  class  of  young  labourer  who  wishes  to  marry  and  settle  in  a  house  of  his  own,  will  seek  work 
in  Urban  districts  where  houses  are  more  plentiful. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with,  both  of  which  are  now  abated. 

Marlborough. — During  the  year  201  houses  were  inspected.  These  were  in  the  parishes  of 
East  Kennett,  Avebury,  and  Mildenhall.  Some  of  the  houses,  especially  in  Avebury,  were  very 
unsatisfactory,  and  in  some  cases  where  the  houses  were  unoccupied,  re-occupation  was  forbidden 
till  they  had  been  put  in  thorough  repair.  I  have  hesitated  to  advise  Closing  Orders  in  many  cases 
until  some  definite  scheme  for  housing  is  adopted  in  Eural  Districts  generally.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  difficulty  could  be  partially  solved  by  the  District  Council  acquiring  old  cottages  which 
are  in  the  hands  of  small  owners,  who  are  unable  to  afford  to  carry  out  necessary  repairs,  and  put¬ 
ting  them  into  habitable  condition.  The  principal  defects  are  damp,  defective  floors  and  walls. 
A  comparatively  small  outlay  in  remedying  these  defects  would  give  decent  cottages  in  many  cases 
at  a  far  lower  cost  than  that  of  building  new  ones.  I  have  been  very  much  struck  during  the  past 
year  at  the  increasing  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  occupants  of  the  cottages  to  complain  of  the 
effect  of  their  surroundings,  especially  of  the  damp  which  is  so  prevalent  among  houses  in  this 
district.  As  a  result  of  the  201  inspections  made  during  the  year  representations  were  made  to 
the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  a  Closing  Order  in  70  cases.  The  defects  were  remedied  in 
59  cases  as  far  as  is  yet  known.  Further  re-inspections  are  to  follow.  No  actual  Closing  Orders 
were  made. 

Melksham. — 120  houses  were  surveyed  during  the  year.  In  7  instances  Closing  Orders  were 
made,  and  24  cottages  were  repaired  after  informal  notice.  35  new  houses  were  built,  1  at  Hilper- 
ton  and  34  at  Melksham  Without.  Of  the  latter  number,  30  were  workmen’s  dwellings  and  con¬ 
tained  3  bedrooms  and  2  living  rooms.  Generally  speaking,  the  house  accommodatoin  of  the  rural 
district  is  sufficient  and  satisfactory,  the  demand  for  cottages  coming  chiefly  from  workers  in 
Melksham  factories. 

The  principal  defects  found  in  inspected  houses  were  dilapidation,  excessive  dampness,  bad 
floors  and  imperfect  ventilation. 

Mere. — The  character  and  conditions  of  the  houses  for  the  working  classes  vary  in  different 
parts  of  the  district.  Taking  the  parishes  separately  the  general  condition  is  as  follows:  — 

Mere. — Cottages  recently  erected,  very  good.  On  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  near 
the  stream,  are  many  old  cottages  which  are  unfit  for  habitation,  and  would  be  condemned 
if  better  ones  were  available. 

Zeals. — Some  good  cottages,  but  many  are  old  and  in  a  poor  state  of  repair,  especially 
at  Wolverton. 

Stourton. — Many  of  the  cottages  are  modern  and  in  good  condition.  A  few  in  the  out¬ 
lying  parts  are  old  and  inconvenient,  but  generally  in  a  good  state  of  repair. 

Kilmington. — Nearly  all  the  cottages  are  old,  many  inconvenient,  and  in  a  poor  state 
of  repair. 

Maiden  Bradley. — Cottages  mostly  modern  or  re-built.  In  good  repair  and  generally 
convenient. 


Kingston  and  Monkton  Deverill. — Cottages  old,  but  generally  in  good  repair.  Many 
without  modern  conveniences. 

West  Knoyle. — Cottages  old,  inconvenient,  and  in  a  poor  state  of  repair. 

East  Knoyle. — Cottages  good,  repairs  attended  to,  and  as  a  rule  with  modern  con¬ 
veniences. 

Sedgehill. — Cottages  good,  many  modern  or  re-built.  Generally  in  a  good  state  of  re¬ 
pair  and  with  modern  conveniences. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  there  is  no  marked  deficiency  of  cottages  for  the 
labouring  classes  in  any  part  of  the  district,  but  no  doubt  if  better  and  more  up-to-date  cottages 
were  erected  in  those  villages  where  I  have  stated  that  they  are  old  and  inconvenient,  the  latter 
would  be  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation,  not  so  much  on  account  of  danger  to  health,  as  the 
general  inconvenience  and  deficiency  of  proper  bedroom  accommodation,  especially  where  a 
family  of  grown  up  children  are  concerned. 

» 

Pewsey. — Three  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  22  rendered  fit  for  habitation,  and 
8  were  cleansed  and  lime-washed  by  order  of  the  Council. 

The  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  the  “  designated  ”  officer  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909,  and  in  consequence  of  his  resignation  the  work  of  inspection  under  the  Act  has 
been  in  abeyance.  From  the  returns  forwarded  to  me  I  have  constructed  the  following  table, 
which  shows  the  work  accomplished  and  remaining  to  be  done  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  on  the 
3rd  December,  1909:  — 


Total  No.  of  houses 

Total  No.  of  houses 

Total  £To.  of  houses 

Percentage  of 

under 

inspected  under  the 

remaining  to  be 

houses  inspected  to 

.£16  rental. 

Act  to  31st 

inspected. 

31st  December, 

December,  1913. 

1913. 

2,326 

640 

1,686 

27.51. 

. 

And  the  following  summarises  the  result  of  the  inspections:  — 


Houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

Defects  remedied 
without  Closing 
Orders. 

Closing 

Orders 

made. 

Closing 

Orders 

operative. 

Defects  remedied 
after  Closing 
Orders. 

Closing  Orders 
determined. 

17 

15 

6 

2 

2 

— 

The  question  of  inspection  under  the  Act  has  been  given  careful  consideration,  and  I  am  glad 
to  know  that  arrangements  have  now  been  made  whereby  the  inspection  of  dwelling-houses  will 
be  accelerated  and  some  lee-way  made  up.  The  question  of- housing  is  one  of  the  most  important 
in  public  health  work,  and  demands  the  unremitting  care  of  the  Council  and  its  officials. 

Ramsbury. — The  question  of  providing  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  in  several  of 
the  villages  has  given  a  large  amount  of  anxious  work  during  the  year.  It  is  not  that  cottages  have 
one  or  two  defects  which  can  be  remedied,  but  a  very  large  number  may  be  said  to  suffer  from 
senile  decay.  Owners  of  this  class  of  property  are  not  very  willing  to  spend  much  money  in 
patching  up  such  dwellings,  especially  as  the  rent  paid  is  usually  very  small.  If  a  Closing  Order  is 
made  it  is  difficult  to  enforce,  as  it  is  undesirable  to  turn  respectable  families  on  to  the  roadside 
with  no  cottage  to  go  to  or  prospect  of  getting  one. 
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For  the  same  reason  over-crowding  is  difficult  to  abate,  as  the  result  of  pressure  brought  to 
bear  by  the  officers  of  this  Council,  children  have,  in  a  few  instances,  been  boarded  out.  Several 
cases  still  exist,  and  until  cottages  are  built  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  deal  with  them. 

A  commencement  has  now  been  made  at  Bamsbury  where  a  piece  of  land  has  been  given  to 
the  Council  by  Sir  F.  Burdett  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  four  cottages  in  two  semi-detached 
blocks.  Plans  have  been  prepared  and  work  is  to  be  started  at  once. 

At  Aldbourne  it  will  probably  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  seriously  consider  the  question 
of  building  cottages.  It  is  suggested  that  four  cottages  of  the  same  type  as  those  about  to  be 
erected  at  Bamsbury  should  be  built. 

In  the  Autumn,  Mr.  Chapman  of  the  Local  Government  Board  made  a  close  inspection  of  the 
district  in  connection  with  the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 

Salisbury. — The  house  accommodation  is  fairly  good;  there  is  a  demand  for  new  houses  in 
some  parts  of  the  District.  The  Council’s  building  bye-laws  are  in  force,  and  are  carried  out. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  houses  have  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  de¬ 
fects  found  are  being  dealt  with.  The  greater  number  of  these  defects  have  been  remedied,  the 
remainder  are  being  carried  out.  The  general  condition  of  houses  inspected  were  fairly  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Many  I  have  personally  inspected  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  During  the  year  2  cases  of 
overcrowding  have  been  reported. 

In  one  case,  the  overcrowding  has  been  abated.  The  other  case  is  being  dealt  with  by  the 
Council  at  the  present  time. 

Tetbury. — The  inspection  of  the  houses  in  these  villages  is  practically  complete.  The  average 
number  of  persons  per  house  is  4.44.  Six  houseswere  inspected  during  the  year. 

Tisbury. — There  are  approximately  1863  houses  of  all  classes  in  the  district  against  1,851  at 
the  census  of  1911.  The  increase,  although  small,  is  almost  entirely  in  the  direction  most  needed, 
that  is  in  cottage  property. 

I  append  a  table  showing  the  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909:  — 


Houses  Inspected. 

No.  of  Inspections 

Defects  Eemedied 

Houses  unfit  for 

Closing  Orders 

made. 

without  Closing 
Orders. 

habitation. 

Determined. 

370 

645 

157 

2 

2 

The  work  has  been  distributed  over  the  following  parishes  as  shown  in  the  appended  quarterly 
statements  by  your  Inspector:  — 


Houses 

Inspected. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

Defects 

Eemedied. 

Unfit  for 
habitation. 

Closing 

Orders. 

Alvediston 

12 

13 

7 

Berwick  St.  John  ... 

21 

24 

16 

Donhead  St.  Mary  ... 

29 

43 

15 

Semley 

7 

16 

7 

Teffont  Magna  and  Evias 

24 

49 

16 

Sutton  Mandeville  ... 

4 

7 

2 

Tisbury 

187 

369 

70 

Ansty 

3 

3 

2 

** 

Swallowcliffe 

20 

31 

8 

Tollard 

38 

46 

4 

2 

2 

Wardour 

25 

39 

10 
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It  may  be  convenient  here  to  summarise  the  work  that  has  been  done  here  since  the  act  came 
into  force:  — 

In  1911,  251  houses  were  inspected,  involving  458  visits. 

In  1912,  257  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  492  ,, 

In  1913,  370  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  645  ,, 


Total  878  Total  1805 

These  visits  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  449  defects,  which  have  been  remedied,  and  the 
closure  of  five  cottages  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  The  figures  reveal  the  fact  that  in  about 
50  per  cent,  of  the  houses  visited  some  condition  which  might  be  inimical  to  health  or  comfort  was 
found  and  are  instructive,  in  that  they  are  indicative,  not  only  of  the  improvement  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  cottages  that  have  been  visited  but  also  of  what  is  probably  necessary  in  those  yet 
to  be  reported  on.  The  work  is  proceeding  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  some  time  must  elapse  be¬ 
fore  a  complete  return  can  be  made. 

At  the  end  of  1910  there  were  1,709  houses  in  the  area  which  came  within  the  scope  of  the 
Act.  Of  this  number  1,247  were  let  at  a  rental  of  £5  or  less  per  annum,  350  at  between  £5  and 
£10,  and  112  at  between  £10  and  £16.  Of  these,  878  have  been  visited,  so  that  rather  less  than 
one-half  have  yet  to  be  inspected. 

The  principle  defects  that  have  been  brought  to  light  and  remedied  were  in  the  main  struc¬ 
tural,  such  as  defective  floors,  damp  walls,  improper  ventilation  and  bad  lighting.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  roofs  needed  repair,  and  in  many  improved  arrangements  for  dealing  with  house  drainage 
and  storm  water  have  been  installed.  A  great  deal  of  good  work  has  been  done. 

Warminster. — Considerable  work  has  been  done  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
1909.  The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  is  3.7.  The  dwellings  dealt  with  number  319. 
The  general  character  of  defects  is  dampness  of  both  site  and  dwellings,  insufficient  window  area, 
and  generally  old  structure.  Twenty-five  Closing  Orders  were  made,  six  new  working  class  cot¬ 
tages  were  erected,  and  you  have  in  hand  schemes  for  building  eight  cottages  in  Chitterne  and  six 
in  Imber. 

Westbury. — 483  houses  have  been  inspected  in  the  past  year.  The  villages  of  North  Bradley, 
West  Ashton,  Keevil,  Dilton  Marsh  and  Steeple  Ashton  have  now  been  inspected.  This  means 
that  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  District  has  been  inspected.  Eight  Closing  Orders  were 
made.  Dampness  is  very  prevalent,  and  difficult  to  remedy.  Insufficient  ventilation  and  imper¬ 
fect  flooring  are  the  other  defects  most  constantly  found.  No  less  than  248  notices  were  served  for 
minor  repairs  under  this  Act. 

Wilton. — Inspection  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  has  continued,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  villages  of  Bemerton,  Broad  Chalke,  Stapleford  and  Little  Langford.  In  these  vil¬ 
lages  268  visits  of  Inspection  were  made  to  244  houses,  and  38  defects  of  various  kinds  were 
remedied  without  having  recourse  to  Closing  Orders.  Two  houses  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habi¬ 
tation.  Fourteen  houses  suitable  for  the  working  classes  have  been  completed  during  the  year, 
and  one  was  again  made  fit  for  habitation. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

In  every  district  in  the  County  Regulations  under  the  above  Orders  are  in  operation,  and  con¬ 
siderable  attention  is  directed  to  ensure  the  purity  of  our  milk  supply.  A  considerable  quantity  of 
milk  is  sent  to  London,  and  the  powers  given  to  the  London  County  Council  by  their  General 
Powers  Act  of  1907  are  very  great,  and  unremitting  care  has  to  be  taken  to  see  that  the  standard 
of  purity  is  maintained. 
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I  have  prepared  the  following  summary,  giving  the  number  of  farms  visited,  number  of  cows 
examined,  and  the  results  of  inspection,  and  it  wdl  be  noted  that  of  the  2,077  cows  inspected, 
35  or  1.68  per  cent,  were  certified  as  suffering  from  tubercular  disease  of  the  udder:  — 


Date  of  Visit. 

Locality. 

No.  of 

cows 

examined. 

Remarks. 

17th  January,  1913 

Malmesbury  ... 

15 

No  cow  certified  with  Tuberculosis  of  the  Udder. 

4th  February,  ,, 

All  Cannings... 

40 

1  S3  3  3  3  3  >1  3  3 

12th 

Patney 

38 

1  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  *  ' 

17th 

Bromham 

34 

1  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  5  * 

17th 

Seend 

27 

o 

u  y>  > '  >> 

17th 

Clyffe  Pypard... 

50 

N" O  55  55  51  55  55 

18th 

Easton  Royal... 

64 

3  ,3  33  33  33  33 

18th  ,,  . 

Burbage 

47 

-N  O  )  y  55  7)  55  5  5 

18th  ,,  ,, 

Woodborough 

75 

2  ,,  3 }  33  33  33 

18th 

Woodborough 

60 

N O  )  y  55  5)  5  5  5  5 

19th  ,,  ,, 

Pewsey 

54 

1  33  33  33  S3  33 

19th 

Pewsey 

37 

1  33  33  33  33  33 

19th  ,,  ,, 

Pewsey 

42 

1  33  33  33  33  33 

20th  ,,  ,, 

Caine 

46 

-N 0  55  55  55  55  55 

20th  ,,  .  ,, 

Caine 

36 

1  33  33  33  33  33 

20th 

Sevenhampton 

52 

1  ,  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 

4th  March,  ,, 

Ham 

61 

1  33  33  31  33  33 

4th  ,,  ,,  ... 

Shrivenham  ... 

36 

O  "55  55  7  |  55  55 

4th 

Shrivenham  ... 

45 

1  33  33  33  33  33 

6th  ,,  ,, 

Tockenham 

35 

2  ,,  33  33  33  33 

10th  April,  ,, 

Manningford  ... 

60 

2  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3  3 

10tli  ,,  ,, 

Rushall 

79 

1-  55  55  55  55 

6th  May,  ,, 

Patney 

25 

1  33  33  ’3  33  33 

3rd  June,  ,, 

Hannington  ... 

21 

1  33  33  13  33  33 

llth  ,,  . 

High  worth 

116 

No  ,  ,  3  3  3  1  3  3  3  3 

1 1th  , 

Malmesbury  ... 

19 

NO  ,  ,  33  3  3  3  3  3  3 

1st  Julv,  ,, 

Melksham 

22 

1  3  3  3  1  '3  13  13 

6th 

Minety 

21 

NO  ,  3  3  1  13  3>  ’> 

9th 

Shrivenham  - ... 

50 

1  3  1  3  1  ’1  >  *  ’  ’ 

llth 

Wootton  Bassett 

28 

1  55  55  0  5  55  55 

17th 

Coate 

30 

NO  ,,  3  3  1  3  3  3  1  3 

22nd 

Urchfont 

22 

NO  ,,  33  '3  3’  ” 

25th 

Lavington 

24 

1  33  33  33  13  31 

30th  ,,  ,, 

Purton 

21 

1  3  3  3  3  1  1  ”  ’  1 

30th  ,,  ,, 

Purton  Stoke... 

16 

1  33  33  13  13  ’1 

31st  ,,  ,, 

Caine 

42 

1  33  11  ’>  ”  ” 

7th  August,  ,, 

Chippenham  ... 

27 

NO  ,,  33  11  3»  ” 

17th  October,  ,, 

Coate 

68 

1  31  31  ’>  ”  ” 

29th  ,,  ,, 

Bulford 

32 

NO  ,,  31  11  1’  ” 

29th 

Wilton 

31 

1  3  3  3  1  3  3  ”  ” 

2nd  November,  ,, 

Foyant 

60 

NO  ,,  33  13  1>  ” 

20th  ,,  ,, 

Collingbourne 

100 

NO  ,,  31  11  ”  ” 

21st 

Ogbourne 

120 

NO  ,,  ,,  13  11  ” 

2nd  December,  ,, 

Sayernake 

52 

1  ,,  33  33  13  33 

2nd  .,  ,, 

Cricklade 

42 

1  ,,  31  11  ”  ” 

6th  ,,  ,, 

Wilton 

55 

NO  ,,  31  11  •’  ” 

TOTAL 

2077 

35  cows  certified  with  tuberculosis  of  the  udder, 

or  1.68  per  cent,  of  the  number  examined. 
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The  percentage  of  cows  discovered  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  is  higher 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  the  County  of  Wilts  still  continues  to  compare  favourably  with  other 
agricultural  Counties  sending  milk  to  London. 

Previous  to  the  1st  May,  1918,  when  a  cow  was  notified  as  suffering  from  tubercular  disease 
of  the  udder,  the  farmer  was  instructed  to  isolate  the  cow  and  cease  sending  the  milk  to  London. 
The  cow  was  usually  dried  off  and  sent  to  market,  and  sold  as  a  “  barrener.  ”  This  very  unsatis¬ 
factory  state  of  affairs  has  now  been  remedied,  as  the  new  order  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  regard¬ 
ing  Tuberculosis  in  any  form  came  into  force  on  the  1st  May,  1918.  This  order  states  that  any 
person  having  in  his  possession  any  cow  or  bovine  animal  which  is  or  appears  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  udder,  or  other  chronic  disease  of  the  udder,  shall  give  information  of  the  fact 
to  the  Police.  The  suspected  animals  have  then  to  be  inspected  by  a  Veterinary  Inspector,  and  if 
in  his  opinion  they  are  suffering  from  some  form  of  tuberculosis,  they  may  be  slaughtered,  some 
agreement  as  to  the  compensation  having  first  been  come  to  with  the  owners. 

I  append  a  Table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  under  the  above  Order 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Regulations,  viz.,  1st  May,  1918,  to  the  31st  December,  1913.  The 
particulars  have  been  compiled  from  the  returns  made  by  the  Chief  Constable  for  Wilts.  It  will 
be  seen  that  most  of  the  cases  reported  were  found  to  be  in  a  highly  advanced  stage  of  the  disease. 
In  the  majority  of  instances,  after  the  animals  had  been  slaughtered,  compensation  was  paid  the 
owners :  — 


Division. 

No.  of 
cases 
notified. 

i 

No.  of  animals  found  to  be  affected. 

Remarks. 

Advanced. 

Not  advanced. 

Amesbury 

7 

7 

Bradford  and  Trowbridge 

17 

16 

1 

Chippenham 

40 

34 

4 

2  not  affected 

Devizes 

38 

31 

7 

Malmesbury 

29 

13 

15 

1  not  affected 

Marlborough 

45 

45 

Salisbury 

6 

6 

Swindon 

99 

70 

27 

2  not  affected 

Tisbury  and  Mere  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Warminster 

17 

15 

2 

Total 

303 

242 

56 

5  not  affected 
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With  regard  to  the  working  of  the  Dairies,  etc.,  Orders  in  the  County,  I  have  prepared  the 
following  summaries  showing  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts:  — 


a 

o 

> 

< 

i 

p 

a 

x\ 

tUD 

CD 

QJ 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

i 

t-i 

o 

»M 

TJ 

CS 

f-t 

m 

Caine 

Chippenha 

Devizes 

P 

JQ 

00 

<13 

a 

c<3 

a 

o 

o 

-Q 

rH 

C<3 

Melksham 

Salisbury 

Swindon 

Trowbridg 

CO 

a 

•  r— 1 

a 

£ 

Westbury 

Wilton 

TOTAL. 

r 

No.  in  District 

16 

2 

9 

5 

5 

6 

9 

33 

80 

51 

25 

15 

6 

259 

• 

No.  Registered 

16 

2 

9 

5 

5 

6 

9 

33 

80 

51 

25 

15. 

6 

259 

Q? 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Premises  ... 

55 

•  • 

5 

20 

25 

36 

156 

119 

180 

50 

15 

25 

665 

CO 

No.  of  Inspections  during  Milk- 

.  £ 
r n  H 

ing  time 

5 

12 

•  • 

36 

•  • 

•  • 

62 

12 

5 

10 

151 

K  § 

w  „ 

No.  of  Premises  requiring  White- 

Q  as 

cc  rr 

washing,  Cleaning,  etc. 

3 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

5 

15 

36 

8 

2 

5 

76 

o  ss 

r/) 

No.  in  which  requirements  of 

S  l 

Sanitary  Authority  were  car- 

15 

36 

w  | 

ried  out 

3 

1 

1 

•  • 

5 

8 

2 

6 

75 

g  l  < 

O  n , 

No.  of  Premises  requiring  Struc- 

tural  or  Sanitary  Improve- 

o 

merits  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

5 

Q  fi 

No.  in  which  requirements  of 

CC 

S- 

Sanitary  Authority  were  car- 

1 

03 

co  eu 

ried  out 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

5 

S  « 

«  . 

£  1 

No.  of 

9 

1 

10 

<  o 

xi  a 

No.  of,  from  which  water 
analysed 

Q  . 

C 

o 

3 

•geo 

Ut 

1 

1 

a 

►* 

co  5 

03  -S 

.3  * 

/  Good 

5 

5 

mN 

rt 

Results  of  \ 

Q 

S* 

Ol 

\  Passable 

1 

1 

Analyses.  / 

) 

'  Condemned 

Dairymen, 
Cowkeepers  and 

No.  in  District 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

5 

3 

9 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

2 

6 

38 

Purveyors  of 
Milk,  (Butter  and 
Cheese  Makers). 

No.  Inspection  of  Premises 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

50 

25 

• 

36 

•  • 

V 

•  • 

12 

•  • 

2 

25 

152 
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RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Amesbury 

o 

t 

nd 

O 

r-d 

PQ 

i 

Caine 

cS 

ft 

Pi 

<x> 

ft 

ft 

* 

ft 

Q 

CD  P 
T3  O 
c3  £ 

ft  § 

O 

Devizes 

pi 

ft 

CO 

CD 

s 

r— H 

c3 

pi 

o 

Jh 

o 

ft 

'~u 

c3 

a 

M  elk  sham 

More 

CD 

T 

£ 

<D 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  comments  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health:  — 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on- Avon. — “  There  are  8  wholesale  and  8  retail  milk  producers  living  in  the  district, 
the  former  sending  their  milk  to  the  various  milk  factories  outside  the  district.  All  the  premises 
have  been  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  in  3  cases 
white- washing  was  required,  and  in  each  complied  with.  5  premises  were  visited  by  the  Inspector 
during  milking  time.  There  are  no  bad  sheds  in  the  district,  though  no  doubt  they  could  be  im¬ 
proved  upon.  Fourteen  out  of  the  16  farms  in  the  area  have  the  Town  Water  laid  on,  as  have 
also  3  milk  shops,  which  are  well  kept,  great  care  being  taken  with  the  milk.  During  the  year  no 
action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  Tuberculous  milk,  but  one  prosecution  for  adulteration  was 
undertaken  by  the  County  Council,  and  resulted  in  a  conviction.  No  farmer  has  caused  any  cows 
to  be  examined  by  a  Veterinary  Surgeon.” 

Calne. — “  The  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Premises  of  Milk  Purveyors  have  all  been  inspected, 
and  found  to  comply  with  the  Dairies’  and  Cowsheds’  regulations  of  the  Council’s  bye-laws.” 
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Chippenham. — “  There  are  9  milk  sellers  registered.  The  milk  is  in  most  cases  brought  into 
the  town  in  cans  from  various  farms.  All  the  dairies  within  the  Urban  District  use  the  Town 
Water  Supply  for  dairy  purposes.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  inspections,  inquired  into 
the  quality  of  water  used  for  dairy  purposes  in  the  country  dairies  sending  milk  to  Chippenham,  and 
found  that  in  some  cases  it  was  exposed  to  pollutions  from  defective  drains,  and  in  others  from  the 
runnings  from  manure  heaped  up  in  yards  during  the  winter  months.” 

Devizes. — “  There  are  five  milk  producers  in  the  Borough,  and  with  one  exception  they  have 
the  Town  Water  supply  laid  on.  Formerly  all  were  producing  milk  for  local  consumption,  but 
the  milk  from  one  now  goes  to  a  large  Dairy  Company  in  the  town.  The  buildings  on  this  farm 
have  been  entirely  re-built,  and  the  cows  are  milked  by  machinery.  The  sheds  are  lighted  with 
electric  lights,  and  the  general  arrangements  as  regards  cleansing,  cubic  space,  etc.,  place  it  in 
advance  of  any  other  such  buildings  in  the  Urban  area.” 

Malmesbury. — “  There  are  4  dairies  on  the  register,  and  25  visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  12 
of  which  were  during  milking  time.  In  one  case  white-washing  was  required,  and  complied  with.” 

Marlborough. — “  There  are  five  milk  vendors  in  the  Borough,  one  of  whom  has  a  milk  shop 
and  one  dairy.  Some  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  one  of  the  cowsheds  this  year.” 

Melksham. — “  Nine  premises  are  registered,  and  were  inspected  at  least  once  every  three 
months;  in  addition  surprise  visits  were  paid  during  working  hours.  The  cowsheds  are  lime- washed 
twice  a  year.  The  premises  and  utensils  of  the  milk  retailers  were  kept  under  observation  and 
generally  found  satisfactory.” 

Salisbury. — “  The  names  of  33  Milk  Vendors  are  on  the  Kegister;  146  inspections  were  made, 
and  no  nuisance  was  found  on  the  premises.  Lime- washing  was  carried  out  as  required  by  the 
Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order.  Inspections  were  made  of  the 
cowsheds  to  ascertain  at  the  time  of  milking  as  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows’  udders  and  teats  and 
the  hands  of  the  milkers,  and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found.  In  most  cases  the  milkers  were 
provided  with  white  overalls  or  aprons,  and  a  towel,  soap  and  bucket  of  clean  water.  Two  applica¬ 
tions  as  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  for  Registration  were  received.” 

Swindon. — “  The  milk  consumed  within  the  Borough  area  is  derived  mainly  from  outside 
sources.  There  are  situate  within  the  Borough  15  Dairy  Farms  and  Cowsheds  on  which  are  milked 
366  cows.  Of  these  the  milk  of  196  is  sent  to  London,  and  170  cows  supply  milk  which  is  consumed 
in  the  town.  These  farms  and  cattle  are  all  under  inspection.  Most  of  the  farm  premises  are  in 
excellent  condition  and  are  of  modern  construction.  The  land  on  which  the  cows  are  fed  is  rich 
pasture  and  it  is  singularly  well  provided  with  water.  For  dairy  purposes  a  considerable  number 
have  water  laid  on  from  the  Corporation  water  works.  Those  deriving  a  water  supply  from  wells 
do  so  with  the  knowledge  that  the  supply  is  of  good  quality.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  purity 
of  the  milk  thus  provided  within  the  Borough  area.  A  Register  is  kept  of  all  Farms  outside  the 
Town  which  produce  milk  for  consumption  in  Swindon.  There  are  35  of  these  farms  of  which  30 
are  situate  in  the  Highworth  Rural  District,  and  the  remaining  five  in  the  Cricklade  and  Wootton 
Bassett  Rural  Sanitary  District.  As  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  former  I  am  well  acquainted 
with  the  condition  of  the  farms  in  it,  and  I  know  that  of  late  years  a  great  deal  has  been  done  in 
providing  water  supplies  and  in  improving  the  condition  of  the  farm  buildings  and  dairy  pre¬ 
mises.  They  are  all  under  inspection  and  are  frequently  visited.  I  should  say  the  milk  produced 
on  these  farms  is  wholesome.  Only  one  addition  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  the  register  of 
the  Dairies  and  Milkshops  in  the  Borough,  of  which  there  are  68  now  registered.  All  these  places 
are  under  frequent  inspection  and  the  Orders  and  Bye-laws  regulating  them  are  strictly  enforced. 
Fourteen  notices  to  lime-wash  have  been  issued  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  number  of  Tuberculous  animals  slaughtered  under  the  supervi¬ 
sion  of  the  Veterinary  Surgeon  appointed  under  the  Tuberculosis  Orders  which  became  operative 
during  the  year.  In  eleven  instances  where  animals  were  slaughtered  in  premises  situate  in  the 
Town,  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  assistant  were  present  and  the  destruction  of  the 
carcases  was  supervised  by  them.” 

Trowbridge. — “  There  are  41  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district.  Instructions  have  now 
been  given  to  the  Inspector  to  visit  these  once  a  month,  and  occasional  visits  have  been  paid  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  180  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made,  and  36  notices  have  been 
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served.  Milk  is  as  a  rule  retailed  fresh  from  the  farms.  No  action  has  been  taken  during  the 
year  with  regard  to  tuberculous  milk.” 

Warminster. — “  The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  24  in  number,  have  been  inspected  and  the  Regu¬ 
lations  enforced.  Sixty  inspections  were  made.  Eight  premises  required  white-washing  and 
cleansing.  ” 

Westbury. — “  The  whole  of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  (14  in  number)  have  been  regularly 
inspected.  As  a  large  quantity  of  milk  is  sent  away  daily,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  wishes  to 
impress  on  all  Dairy  Farmers  the  great  need  for  cleanliness,  both  in  respect  to  milk  pails  and 
utensils,  and  the  milkers’  hands.” 

Wilton. — “  The  requirements  of  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order  have  been  observed  in  six 
dairies  registered  in  the  district.  Twenty-four  inspections  were  made,  ten  being  in  milking  time. 
In  five  cases  lime-washing  was  carried  out,  and  in  two  cases  structural  repairs  were  necessary.  No 
case  of  Tuberculosis  among  cattle  has  been  notified  during  the  year  either  locally  or  by  the  London 
County  Council  under  their  General  Powers  Act.  1909.” 

Rural  Districts. 

Amesbury. — “There  are  31  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district,  26  of  which  are  registered. 
The  premises  were  inspected  42  times  during  the  year,  14  of  these  visits  being  during  milking 
time.  In  eight  instances  white-washing,  cleansing,  etc.,  was  required,  and  in  every  case  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  were  complied  with.” 

Bradford-on-Avon. — “  There  are  102  milk-sellers  in  the  district,  96  of  whom  are  registered. 
During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  visited  112  cowkeepers,  which  number  includes 
all  persons  who  sell  milk  or  make  butter  and  cheese  in  the  area,  with  two  exceptions  in  the  case  of 
butter  makers.  The  large  bulk  of  the  milk  is  sent  to  Milk  Distributing  Companies,  who  send 
most  of  it  to  London  or  the  large  towns  in  the  provinces.  Water  is  laid  on  to  yards’ from 
public  supplies  in  27  cases,  and  from  springs  and  wells  in  16  cases.  Eighty-seven  farms  are  sup¬ 
plied  by  wells  and  ponds.  In  31  cases  the  premises  required  white-washing,  cleansing,  etc.,  and  in 
25  instances  the  requirements  were  carried  out.  Structural  improvements  were  necessary  in  two 
cases,  one  being  complied  with.” 

Calne. — “  The  several  Dairies  which  send  milk  into  Caine  for  sale  have  been  inspected  and 
found  satisfactory.  The  milk  produced  at  the  farms  of  the  District  is  sent  either  to  local  Milk 
Factories  or  to  London.  All  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  have  been  inspected,  and  are  kept  clean 
and  tidy. 

Chippenham. — “  There  are  17  retailers  of  milk  registered,  and  the  premises  of  all  have  been 
inspected.  The  milk  is  good  in  quality  and  carefully  treated  before  sale.  A  large  amount  of  milk 
is  dealt  with  by  two  Companies,  both  of  whom  employ  their  own  Inspector  to  visit  the  farms 
which  supply  the  Company  with  milk.  Some  considerable  quantity  of  milk  is  sent  to  London  for 
retail  purposes.  The  premises  of  both  Companies  are  kept  in  good  order,  both  are  supplied  by  the 
Town  Water,  and  have  wells  of  their  own.  160  farms  or  premises  have  been  inspected  by  the 
Inspector  and  registered,  and  a  copy  of  the  Rules  regulating  the  management  of  Dairies  has  also 
been  issued  to  each  seller  of  milk.” 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett. — “  223  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  now  registered.  Inspec¬ 
tions  have  been  carried  out  as  usual,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  premises  has  improved  all 
round.  The  water  supply  to  a  certain  number  of  farms  remains  unsatisfactory.  A  new  milk 
factory  has  been  erected  in  the  district,  the  character  of  which  is  most  unsatisfactory.  The  build¬ 
ing  was  erected  and  work  started  without  any  statutory  notice  being  given  to  or  leave  obtained 
from  the  Council.  Inspection  of  the  premises  revealed  a  large  number  of  defects  and  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  arrangements,  and  notices  have  been  issued  to  the  Firm  in  respect  of  these  matters,  but  at 
present  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  deal  with  the  defects.” 

Devizes. — “  There  are  220  Dairies  in  the  district,  188  being  registered.  All  have  been  regularly 
inspected  by  the  Inspector,  and  a  number  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  Inspector  made 
11  inspections  during  milking  time.  154  Dairies  are  supplied  with  well  water.” 
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Highworth. — “  Three  additional  farms  have  been  registered  and  135  more  cows  are  kept  than 
in  the  previous  year.  A  large  proportion  of  milk  is  consigned  to  London.  The  produce  of  117  farms, 
milking  4,548  cows,  is  sent  there.  Milk  from  33  farms,  milking  562  cattle,  is  sent  to  Swindon. 
Chippenham  and  Reading  receive  milk  from  7  farms  and  261  cows.  There  are  some  milk  condens¬ 
ing  works  at  the  former  place.  The  farms  in  the  district  producing  milk  are  194  in  number,  and 
the  number  of  cows  milked  on  them  is  5,721.  31  farms  derive  water  for  “cooling”  purposes  from 

the  mains  of  Public  Water  Supplies.  For  the  same  purpose  59  farms  have  spring  water  laid  on 
and  99  derive  supplies  from  wells.  For  the  supply  of  water  for  cattle  to  drink,  17  farms  have  water 
from  public  mains,  70  from  private  and  public  springs,  49  from  wells,  and  58  from  rivers  and 
streams,  canal  and  ponds.  A  good  deal  of  attention  has  been  given  to  the  water  supply  of  Dairy 
farms  in  the  district,  and  very  great  improvements  have  been  effected  during  recent  years.  There 
is,  however,  room  for  further  improvement.  Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Tuberculosis  Animals' 
Act,  which  came  into  force  on  May  1st,  1913,  three  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  udder  were  dealt 
with,  the  cows  being  dried  off  and  isolated — one  was  ultimately  slaughtered  under  the 
Regulations.  ” 

Malmesbury. — “  There  are  109  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  registered  in  the  district.  130  inspec¬ 
tions  of  these  premises  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  50  of  which  were  during  milking  time.  Many  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  have  new  floors 
laid  and  defects  remedied  by  owners  in  three  cases  by  order  of  the  Council.  In  two  cases  the 
water  supply  was  analysed,  and  in  one  of  these  it  was  condemned.  A  fresh  supply  was  provided.” 

Marlborough. — “  There  are  85  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district,  and  were  regularly  in¬ 
spected,  6  visits  being  paid  during  milking  hours.  They  are  generally  inspected.” 

Melksham. — “  97  premises  are  registered,  all  of  which  were  inspected,  seven  during  milking 
time.  In  10  instances  structural  alterations  chiefly  as  regards  drainage  and  paving  were  called  for, 
and  in  28  cases  cleansing  and  white-washing  had  been  neglected.  There  is  a  general  improvement 
in  the  sanitary  state  of  the  yards,  and  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced,  but  there  is 
much  room  for  more,  especially  as  regards  the  dress  of  the  milkers.” 

Mere. — “  The  quality  of  the  milk  supplied  in  the  district  has  been  satisfactory,  and  no  action 
has  been  taken  for  adulteration,  etc.  The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
and  where  necessary  orders  have  been  made  for  cleansing  and  white-washing.  No  action  has  been 
taken  with  regard  to  tuberculous  milk.” 

Pewsey. — “  There  are  152  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district,  all  of  which  have  been  regu¬ 
larly  inspected.” 

Ramsbury. — “  There  are  40  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district,  all  of  which  are  registered. 
They  were  all  regularly  inspected  during  the  year,  a  number  during  milking  time.  The  premises 
were  found  to  be  generally  well  kept  and  clean,  but  a  few  minor  defects  were  discovered  and  re¬ 
medied  subsequently  by  the  owner  or  occupier  concerned.  No  case  of  tuberculosis  in  milk  or  dairy 
cattle  was  reported.” 

Salisbury. — “  The  milk  supply  of  the  district  is  produced  wholly  within  the  area  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  large  quantities  are  exported  by  rail;  ninety-eight  dairies  are  registered,  sixty  of  these 
having  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year,  and  with  the  exception  of  seven 
were  found  satisfactory.  Of  these  seven,  two  required  structural  alteration,  and  this  has  been 
carried  out.  Five  needed  white-washing,  and  this  has  also  been  complied  with.  The  purity  of  the 
water  supply  to  the  premises  of  those  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  is  most  important,  and  has  re¬ 
ceived  attention.  Sixty-seven  are  supplied  from  wells,  and  thirty-three  obtain  their  water  from 
private  supplies.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  states  that  it  is  important  that  milkers  should  be 
provided  with  white  overalls  or  aprons,  soap  and  clean  water  in  all  dairies,  as  infection  from  the 
hands  of  milkers  can  only  too  easily  be  transmitted  to  milk.  Milkers’  hands  should  be  scrupul¬ 
ously  clean.  ” 

Tetbury. — “  There  are  seven  Dairies  and  Cowsneds  in  the  district,  all  of  which  are  registered. 
They  have  been  inspected  quarterly  during  the  year,  occasionally  during  milking  time.  All  are 
supplied  with  well  water.” 

Tisbury. — “  Already  an  important  industry,  the  production  of  milk  in  the  neighbourhood 
tends  to  increase.  In  1910,  150  Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Cheesemakers  were  registered;  in  1911, 
161;  in  1912,  the  number  had  risen  to  163;  and  in  1913  to  166.  Altogether  between  4,000  to  5,000 
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gallons  of  milk  are  produced  in  the  district  daily,  the  great  bulk  of  which  is  distributed  to  outside 
centres.  Much  attention  is  given  by  owners  of  herds,  by  dairy  companies  and  by  your  officers,  to 
ensure  that  the  milk  despatched  shall  be  collected  under  proper  conditions  of  cleanliness  from 
healthy  animals.  I  am  sure  that  the  many  representations  in  regard  to  this  question  of  a  pure 
milk  supply  that  have  been  made  by  authorities  are  bearing  fruit,  and  that  milk  of  a  better 
standard  of  purity  is  the  rule. 

I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  number  of  cows  in  the  district  which  are  affected  with 
Tuberculosis,  either  general  or  local,  but  dairy  farmers  are  anxious  for  obvious  reasons  to  keep  their 
herds  free  from  infected  animals  and  draft  them  as  soon  as  possible  after  discovery.  During  the 
year  I  have  not  been  made  aware  that  any  fresh  cows  were  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the 
udder.  ” 

\ 

Warminster. — “  There  are  150  dairies  and  cowsheds"' in  the  district,  only  67  of  which  are  re¬ 
gistered.  All  have  been  regularly  inspected  twice  during  the  year,  occasionally  during  milking 
time.  White-washing,  etc.,  has  been  carried  out  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  and  as  a  result  of  the 
systematic  visiting  carried  out  by  the  Inspector,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  found  that  a  high 
standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained.  ” 

Westbury. — “  There  are  118  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district,  all  of  which  are  registered. 
A  number  of  inspections  were  paid  during  the  year.  Ten  notices  for  repairs  and  118  notices  to 
limewash  were  served.  Attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  absolute  necessity  and  importance  of 
‘cleanliness  in  milking.’  As  far  as  is  known,  tubercular  disease  amongst  cattle  is  rare  in  the 
district.  ” 

Wilton. — “  The  Dairies  registered  in  the  district  number  110,  and  10  notices  to  cleanse  or 
white- wash  premises  were  served,  and  complied  with.  Six  samples  of  water  from  dairies  were 
analysed,  but  in  no  case  did  its  purity  fall  below  the  standard  required  for  cleansing  dairy  utensils. 
The  Bye-laws  relating  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  enforced,  and  320  visits  were  paid  by  the  In¬ 
spector,  of  which  120  were  during  milking  time.” 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

The  inspection  of  midwives,  their  bags,  appliances,  etc.,  is  carried  out  personally  by  the  County 
Medical  jpfficer  0f  Health  as  a  temporary  measure  from  year  to  year,  and  reports  are  made  regu¬ 
larly  to  the  Midwives’  Act  Committee  regarding  breaches  of  the  Rules,  misconduct,  etc.  The  work 
entails  a  considerable  amount  of  travelling  and  expenditure  of  time. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  442  women  have  been  enrolled  on  the  County  Register.  Of  this 
number,  174  women  were  in  practice  before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  268  women  who  have 
passed  the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  or  other  qualifying  Authorities.  A  large 
number  of  these  women  have  died,  been  removed  from  the  roll,  left  the  County,  or  have  ceased  to 
practice  on  account  of  advancing  years  and  other  reasons. 

Since  the  Act  came  into  operation  30  women  have  been  removed  from  the  Roll  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  breaches  of  Regulations,  misconduct,  or  inability  to  comply  with  the  Rules. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  women  so  removed:  — 


E.D. 

Bradford-on- Avon. 

E.W. 

Melksham. 

E.H. 

Swindon. 

A.L. 

Caine. 

C.M.A. 

Mere. 

M.A.D. 

7  7 

S.A.R. 

Chittoe. 

M.E.I. 

N  etherh  ampton . 

M.V. 

7  * 

M.H. 

Corsham. 

M.B. 

North  Bradley. 

E.S. 

7  J 

A.S. 

Devizes. 

E.G. 

Potterne. 

E.A. 

1  7 

E.C. 

Ditchampton. 

M.C. 

Quemerford. 

C.W. 

7  7 

R.A.T. 

Hay  don  Wick. 

J.G.L. 

Shepton  Moyne. 

A.F. 

Warminster. 

E.H. 

Market  Lavington. 

A.C. 

Stitchcombe. 

E.B. 

7  7 

E.D. 

Melksham. 

M.A.D. 

Stourton. 

E.J.B. 

E.J.B. 

S.J.E. 

Wilcot. 

Wootton  Bassett. 
Worton. 
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In  accordance  with  Section  10  of  the  Act,  195  midwives  have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to 
practice  in  the  County  during  the  year;  of  these  107  were  women  who  have  passed  the  examination 
of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  88  were  bona-fide  midwives  in  practice  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act.  The  number  of  untrained  midwives  is  steadily  diminishing,  and  in  some  cases  their  places 
will  be  very  hard  to  fill  as  there  is  not  a  living  to  be  derived  from  midwifery  work  alone  in  some  of 
our  smaller  and  scattered  villages. 


The  following  table  shows  the  parishes  from  which  notices  were  received:  — 


Parish. 

No. 

Parish. 

No. 

Parish. 

No. 

Aldbourne 

...  1 

Gomeldon 

...  1 

Bamsbury 

...  1 

Alderbury 

...  1 

Hardenhuish 

...  1 

Bo  ad  Hil  l 

...  1 

Amesbury 

...  1 

Heytesbury 

...  1 

Bockbourne 

...  1 

Ashton  Keynes 

...  1 

Hey  wood 

...  1 

Bodbourne  Cheney 

...  2 

Atworth 

...  1 

Highworth 

...  2 

Bowde 

...  1 

Bapton 

...  1 

Hilmarton 

...  1 

Bushall 

...  2 

Barford  St.  Martin 

...  2 

Hilperton 

...  1 

Salisbury 

...  7 

Bishops  Cannings 

...  1 

Hindon 

...  1 

Seend  ... 

...  1 

Bishopstone 

...  2 

Hinton  Parva 

...  1 

Shalbourne 

...  2 

Bower  Chalke 

...  1 

Horningsham 

...  2 

Sherston 

...  1 

Box 

...  1 

Hullavington 

...  1 

Shrewton 

...  2 

Bradford-on- Avon 

...  2 

Keevil 

...  1 

Stapleford 

...  1 

Broad  Chalke 

...  1 

Kempsford 

...  1 

Steeple  Ashton  ... 

...  2 

Bulford  Camp 

...  1 

Knoyle  East 

...  1 

Stourton 

...  1 

Burbage 

...  1 

Lacock 

...  1 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

...  1 

Burcombe 

...  1 

Longbridge  Deverill 

...  1 

Sutton  Veny 

...  1 

Caine 

•••  5 

Longleat 

...  1 

Swindon 

...  13 

Chippenham 

...  4 

Lower  Stratton 

...  1 

Tetbury 

...  1 

Chisledon 

...  2 

Ludgershall 

...  2 

Tidworth 

...  2 

Chitterne  All  Saints 

...  1 

Maiden  Bradley 

...  1 

Tinhead 

...  1 

Chittoe 

...  1 

Marlborough 

...  2 

Tisbury 

...  1 

Cholderton 

...  1 

Malmesbury 

...  1 

Tockenham 

...  2 

Chute 

...  1 

Martin 

...  1 

Trowbridge 

...  4 

Corsham 

...  14 

Melksham 

...  1 

Urchfont 

...  1 

Corsley 

...  2 

Meysey  Hampton 

...  1 

Wanborough 

...  1 

Cricklade 

...  1 

Mere 

...  2 

Warminster 

...  3 

Crockerton 

...  1 

Milton  ... 

...  1 

Westbury 

...  2 

Devizes  ... 

...  10 

Monkton  Deverill 

...  1 

West  Lavington 

...  1 

Dilton  Marsh 

...  1 

Netheravon 

...  1 

Westwood 

...  1 

Donhead  St.  Mary 

...  1 

Netherhampton  ... 

...  1 

West  Tytherley  ... 

...  2 

Downton 

...  1 

North  Bradley  ... 

...  1 

Whiteparish 

...  1 

Durrington 

...  1 

Nunton 

...  1 

Wilton 

...  4 

East  Grafton 

...  1 

'  Oaksey 

...  1 

Winslev 

...  1 

Eddington 

...  1 

Ogbourne  St.  George 

...  1 

Winterslow 

...  1 

Fonthill  Bishop  ... 

...  1 

Overton 

...  1 

Woodborough 

1 

Fosburv 

...  1 

Pewsev 

...  2 

Woodford 

...  1 

Fovant  ... 

...  1 

Porton 

...  1 

Wootton  Bassett 

...  1 

Freshford 

...  1 

Potterne 

...  2 

Wroughton 

...  1 

Great  Bedwyn 

...  1 

Purton 

...  1 

Zeals 

...  1 

Great  Cheverill  . . . 

...  1 

Queenwood 

...  1 

Total 

...  195 

Two  scholarships  of  the  value  of  £20  each  are  given  by  the  General  Education  Committee,  and 
this  year  they  were  awarded  to  a  candidate  nominated  by  the  County  Nursing  Association  and  an 
independent  candidate,  and  the  latter  succeeded  in  passing  the  examination  at  her  first  attempt. 


% 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  other  candidate  will  be  more  successful  at  her  second  effort.  Some  diffi¬ 
culty  is  experienced  in  getting  suitable  applicants  for  these  scholarships  as  the  newspapers  in  which 
the  County  Advertisements  are  inserted  do  not  reach  the  remote  villages  on  our  borders.  Suit¬ 
able  married  women  who  will  not  be  entirely  dependent  on  their  midwifery  practices  are  the  class 
of  person  that  we  desire  to  train  as  they  will  return  to  their  own  homes  and  settle  down  and  prac¬ 
tice  in  their  own  and  neighbouring  villages. 

I  have  again  circularised  the  whole  of  the  midwives  in  the  County  asking  for  a  return  of  work 


done  during  the  year,  and  have  received  replies  as  under:  — 

Midwifery.  Maternity. 

Corsham  Emergency  Association  ...  80  ...  16 

Nurses  in  Poor  Law  Institutions  ...  6  ...  1 

Trained  nurses  in  private  practice  ...  387  ...  85 

Trained  nurses  on  association  work  . . .  940  . . .  848 

Untrained  Midwives  (Bona-fides)  ...  1565  ...  259 

Swindon  Nursing  Home  (all  cases  ...  252  ...  — 


3180  709 


6,142  births  were  registered  in  the  County  during  the  year  1913,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  mid¬ 
wives  delivered  3,180  of  this  number,  or  51.6  per  cent,  of  the  total.  In  addition  709  cases  were 
attended  in  conjunction  wth  medical  men.  The  National  Insurance  Act  has  done  much  to  better 
the  position  of  our  midwives.  Their  fees  have  been  raised,  and  there  is  not  the  uncertainty  about 
obtaining  payment  that  unfortunately  existed  formerly.  The  only  drawback  is  that  certifi¬ 
cates  for  maternity  benefit  are  given  by  women  who  are  not  registered  midwives,  and  some  stricter 
supervision  is  called  for  to  ascertain  the  qualifications  of  persons  signing  these  certificates. 

An  important  addition  to  the  National  Insurance  Act  is  made  by  the  Amending  Act  of  1913. 
Under  this  Act,  the  married  woman  worker  is  entitled  to  receive  an  additional  maternity  benefit, 
instead  of  sickness  benefit  as  hitherto,  but  Societies  and  Committees  are  required  to  make  satis¬ 
factory  rules  prohibiting  any  woman,  receiving  such  maternity  benefit  in  respect  of  her  own  insur¬ 
ance,  from  engaging  in  remunerative  work  during  a  period  of  four  weeks  after  her  confinement. 

It  will  be  well  to  urge  upon  the  mothers  in  this  County  the  great  importance  of  this  provi¬ 
sion,  as  it  will  undoubtedly  make  for  the  better  condition  of  health  of  insured  mothers  of  the 
working  class,  and  midwives  can  do  much  in  this  direction. 

During  the  year  many  hundreds  of  cards  instructing  mothers  on  the  care  and  feeding  of  their 
offspring  have  been  distributed  through  my  office. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  by  each  grade  of  midwife  in  the  County:  — 

Swindon  Nursing  Home. — Nurse  Wellicome  and  her  pupils  attended  106  cases.  Nurse  Whale 
(who  succeeded  Nurse  Wellicome  as  Instructress)  attended  with  pupils  86  cases,  or  a  total  of  192. 
40  cases  were  attended  by  trained  midwives  from  the  Home,  and  20  in  conjunction  with  medical 
men,  a  total  of  252  cases  in  all.  Miss  Lancaster,  the  Superintendent,  does  not  attend  any  cases, 
her  work  being  to  supervise  the  nurses  working  for  the  various  associations  in  the  County  affili¬ 
ated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

I  received  a  return  from  three  nurses  in  Union  Infirmary  Workhouses  that  they  had  attended 
a  total  of  6  midwifery  and  one  maternity  cases. 

The  11  nurses  working  for  the  Corsham  Association  attended  between  them  80  midwifery  cases, 
giving  an  average  of  7.27  cases  per  annum  each.  They  also  attended  16  maternity  cases  or  an 
average  of  1.45  cases  per  annum.  It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  nurses  also  undertake 
general  nursing. 

24  trained  nurses  working  on  their  own  account  attended  337  midwifery  cases,  average  14.54 
cases,  and  85  maternity  cases  giving  a  mean  of  3.54  per  annum  each. 

76  trained  nurses  working  for  the  various  associations  in  the  County  attended  between  them 
940  midwifery  cases,  average  12.36  per  annum,  and  348  maternity  cases,  average  4.57  per  annum 
each. 
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88  bona-fide  midwives  attended  1,565  cases,  or  an  average  of  17.78  cases  per  annum,  and  120 
maternity  cases,  giving  a  mean  of  2.94  cases  per  annum. 

The  following  notices  were  received  from  midwives  during  the  year:  — 

Sending  for  Medical  aid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Births  (from  women  under  constant  supervision)  ...  ...  186 

Temperature  charts  (from  women  under  constant  supervision)  67 
Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Laying  out  the  dead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Deaths  (3  children  and  2  mothers) ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Total  ...  ...  486 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  respect  of  the  3,180  midwifery  cases  they  conducted,  medical  aid  was 
sent  for  in  190  instances,  or  in  5.9  per  cent,  of  the  cases.  The  following  table  shows  the  cause 
for  sending  for  medical  aid  by  both  trained  and  untrained  midwives: — 


LABOUR. 


Cause. 

Bona-fide.  _ 

Trained. 

Abortion 

1 

2 

Adherent  Placenta 

— 

5 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ... 

1 

9 

Contracted  pelvis  ... 

— 

2 

Eclampsia 

— 

1 

Exhaustion 

1 

. _ 

Impacted  head 

— 

1 

Instrumental  labour 

— 

2 

Obstructed  labour 

1 

5 

Placenta  praevia 

— 

1 

Post-partum  haemorrhage  ... 

— 

3 

Presentation,  Breech 

4 

3 

,,  Occipito-posterio 

— 

2 

,,  Transverse 

— 

1 

,,  Wrong 

3 

6 

Prolapsed  cord 

— ■ 

1 

Prolonged  labour  ... 

5 

30 

Retained  placenta... 

3 

11 

Ruptured  perineum 

4 

21 

Undilated  os 

— 

1 

Uterine  inertia 

— 

5 

« 

23 

112 

LYING-IN. 

Cause. 

Borm-fide. 

Trained. 

Illness  of  patient  ... 

«, _ 

2 

High  Temperature  and  Pulse 

1 

5 

1 

7 

80 


NEWLY  BORN  CHILDREN. 


Cause. 

Bona-fide. 

i 

Trained. 

Bruised  leg 

1 

Convulsions 

— 

1 

Deformed  feet 

— 

1 

Deformed  penis 

— 

1 

Feebleness 

2 

12 

Hare  lip  ... 

— 

1 

Icterus  gravis  neonatorum  ... 

— 

'  1 

Illness 

2 

1 

Ophthalmia 

— 

6 

Premature  birth  ... 

5 

7 

Still  birth 

2 

2 

Suffocated  by  amnion 

— 

1 

Uterine  inertia 

11 

1 

36 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  trained  midwives  send  in  a  far  larger  number  of  notices,  but 
this  is  open  to  two  interpretations,  viz.,  that  trained  midwives  more  quickly  recognise  impending 
trouble  or  that  bona-fide  midwives  with  their  ripened  experience  are  more  reliant  on  themselves. 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  standard  of  our  untrained  midwives  is  steadily  improving,  and  al¬ 
though  they  are  not  conversant  with  technical  terms  they  have  a  certain  amount  of  practical  know¬ 
ledge  gained  in  the  school  of  experience.  Several  of  the  more  unsatisfactory  women  voluntarily 
resigned  their  certificates  during  the  year. 

8  deaths  of  children  and  2  of  mothers  occurred  during  the  year.  In  no  case  could  blame  be 
attached  to  midwives.  Two  inquests  on  these  cases  were  held,  and  a  verdict  of  “  natural  causes  ” 
returned  in  each  instance. 

The  notification  of  births  and  the  temperature  charts  are  in  the  majority  of  instances  sent  by 
women  who  for  some  slight  breach  of  the  regulations  are  under  constant  supervision. 

Information  was  laid  on  several  occasions  during  the  year  that  women  were  illegally  practising, 
but  there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  collecting  evidence  to  justify  the  expense  of  a  prosecution. 
The  women  attended  are  very  loath  to  come  forward  with  incriminating  evidence,  and  the  women 
illegally  practising  plead  emergency,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  a  conviction  on  this  ground. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  occasion  to  bring  a  midwife  before  the  Penal  Department  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 

An  examination  of  the  Roll  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  reveals  the  fact  that  there  are  a 
considerable  number  of  midwives  who  do  not  appear  on  the  County  Register.  I  have  circulated 
these  midwives,  and  find  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  they  have  given  their  home  address,  and 
are  practising  in  different  parts  of  the  Country.  •  In  some  cases  the  midwives  have  since  left  the 
County,  and  their  old  address  is  given,  as  their  present  whereabouts  are  unknown.  I  have  given 
the  Board  information  that  will  make  their  Roll  more  up-to-date. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Only  five  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  to  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  during 
the  year,  and  no  deaths  resulted.  In  1912  there  were  fifteen  cases  with  four  deaths. 

Only  one  case  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  at  Trowbridge,  and  one  case  occurred  in  each 
•of  the  following  Rural  Districts: — Highworth,  Malmesbury,  Pewsey,  and  Tisbury. 

The  following  is  a  brief  history  of  the  cases:  — 

Trowbridge. — The  patient  was  delivered  by  a  medical  man,  and  there  was  no  midwife  or 
maternity  nurse  in  attendance. 
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Highworth. — The  ease  occurred  in  the  practice  of  a  bona-fide  midwife.  The  perineum  was 
ruptured  and  a  medical  man  was  called  in.  The  midwife  failed  to  give  us  notice  of  having  twice 
sent  for  medical  aid.  I  was  unable  to  make  out  a  clear  and  strong  enough  case  to  report  her  to 
the  Central  Midwives  Board,  but  a  strong  reprimand  was  administered.  Complete  disinfection 
was  carried  out,  and  the  midwife’s  clothing,  etc.,  was  stoved  at  the  Swindon  Isolation  Hospital. 

Malmesbury. — The  case  occurred  at  ,  and  the  delivery  was  conducted  by  a  medical 

man.  There  was  no  midwife  or  maternity  nurse  in  attendance. 

Pewsey. — One  case  occurred  at  ,  in  the  practice  of  a  medical  man.  No  midwife  in 
attendance. 

Tisbury. — One  case  occurred;  mild  in  type.  It  was  a  mild  case  of  sapraemic  infection,  and  is 
recorded  on  account  of  the  notification. 


SALE  OF  FOODS  AND  DEUGS  ACT. 

During  the  year  1913,  254  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  by  the  Inspectors. 
Of  these,  13  were  adulterated,  deficient,  or  otherwise  of  such  quality  or  composition  as  to  call  for 
special  mention.  There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  samples  examined  over  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  but  the  number  of  adulterated  samples  shows  an  increase  of  one. 


Substances 

Submitted. 

Baking  Powder 

Samples  Samples 

Analysed.  Adulterated. 

3  ...  — 

Substances 

Submitted. 

Margarine 

Samples  Samples 

Analysed.  Adulterated 

5  ...  — 

Beef,  Corned  ... 

1  ...  — 

Marmalade 

1  ...  — 

Biscuits 

1  ...  — 

Milk 

...  91  ...  11 

Brandy 

2  ...  — 

Milk,  Condensed 

1  ...  — 

Brawn 

2  ...  — 

Mustard 

...  1  ...  — 

Butter 

...  46  ...  — 

Peas 

1  ...  — 

Cheese 

...  10  ...  — 

Pepper 

6  ...  — 

Chocolates 

2  ...  — 

Pineapple  Butter 

1  ...  — 

Cocoa 

6  ...  — 

Rice 

2  ...  — 

Corn  Flour 

4  ...  — 

Rum  . 

1  ...  — 

Cream 

2  ...  — 

Sausages,  Beef 

1  ...  1 

Cream,  Preserved 

1  ...  — 

Sausages,  Pork 
Spiced  Beef  ... 

3  ...  1 

Custard  Powder 

4*  ...  — 

1  ...  — 

Dripping 

1  ...  — 

Sugar,  Demerara 

2  .  .  — 

Epsom  Salts  ... 

1  ...  — 

Sweets 

1  ...  — 

Flour 

1 

Tapioca 

3  ...  — 

Flour,  Self-Raising 

2  ...  — 

Tartaric  Acid  ... 

1  ...  — 

Ginger,  Ground 

2  ...  — 

Vinegar,  Malt... 

1  ...  — 

Golden  Syrup... 

1  ...  — 

Whisky 

5  ...  — 

Honey 

Jam 

Lard 

2  ...  — 

8  ...  — 

...  24  ...  — 

Total 

...  254  ...  13 

Of  the  above  13  cases,  prosecutions  were  instituted  in  5  instances,  convictions  being  obtained  in 
3,  and  one  was  dismissed;  of  the  remaining  eight,  six  were  cautioned  by  the  Sub-Committee,  and 
in  two  no  proceedings  were  taken. 

The  work  under  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors  of  Weights  and 
Measures,  of  whom  there  are  two,  one,  Mr.  Keating,  taking  the  Northern  portion  of  the  County, 
comprising  an  area  of  422,043  acres,  and  a  population  of  149,448,  whilst  the  other,  Mr.  Nelson, 
takes  the  Southern  portion,  embracing  an  area  of  443,062  acres,  and  a  population  of  136,081. 

Sub-Committees  consisting  of  all  the  Members  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  living  in 
the  Northern  and  Southern  Areas  respectively,  are  appointed,  and  these  receive  the  reports  of  the 
Inspectors,  and  direct  prosecutions  where  necessary.  The  work  of  this  Department  is  in  no  way 
under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  The  Public  Analyst  is  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer, 
13,  Great  Tower  Street,  London. 
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The  following  summary  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912:  — 

Milk  and  Cream  not  Sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


Milk 

Cream 


Number  of  samples 
examined  for  the 
presence  of  a  pre¬ 
servative. 

90 

2 


Number  in  which  a 
preservative  was  re¬ 
ported  to  be  present. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Cream  Sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 

Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on 
the  label  as  to  preservatives  were  correct:  — 

Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  1 

Statements  incorrect  ...  ...  0 

Determination  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved  cream:  — 

Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  1 

Below  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  0 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  INQUIRIES. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  my  appointment  I  attend  these  enquiries  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council.  They  usually  relate  to  questions  of  housing,  water  supply,  and  sewage  disposal. 
Many  of  the  sewerage  schemes  closely  affect  the  question  of  river  pollution.  I  have  been  able  in 
a  number  of  instances  to  render  valuable  assistance  to  the  Local  Government  Inspectors  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  vital  statistics,  local  information,  etc. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Inquiries  Reid  on  questions  affecting  public  health  during  the 
year: — 


Date. 

Local  Authority. 

Amount  of 
Loan. 

Nature  of  Inquiry. 

7th  February 

Swindon  U.D.C. 

£24,000 

•Extension  of  Rodbourne  Sewage  Works. 

24th  April 

Marlborough  U.D.C. 

2,600 

Erection  of  working-class  dwellings. 

15th  May 

Caine  U.D.C . 

500 

Works  of  paving  in  the  Borough. 

30th  July 

Melksham  U.D.C. 

11,100 

Purchase  of  land  and  erection  of  working- 
class  dwellings. 

29th  July 

Swindon  U.D.C. 

— 

Appeal  against  Closing  Orders. 

19th  August 

Mere  R.D.C. 

l 

14,000 

Water  supply  for  Gillingham  and  reservoir 
at  Mere. 

lGth  September 

Devizes  R.D.C. 

— 

Complaint  that  R.D.C.  had  failed  to  exer¬ 
cise  their  powers  at  Potterne,  re  housing. 

16th  October 

Marlborough  U.D.C. 

2,300 

New  engines  and  pumps  and  additional 
reservoir. 

22nd  October  ... 

Tisbury  R.D.C. 

725 

Water  supply  for  East  Tisbury  and  Wardour. 

23rd  October  ... 

Westbury  U.D.C. 

Not  stated. 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 

SANITARY  LEGISLATION. 

There  has  again  been  only  a  limited  amount  of  legislation  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  affecting 
Local  Governing  and  Sanitary  Authorities  during  1913.  The  Acts  passed  during  the  lengthy  past 
session,  and  which  contain  provisions  affecting  the  powers  and  duties  of  County,  Borough,  Urban, 
and  Rural  District  Councils,  are  as  follows:  —  (1)  The  Local  Government  (Adjustments)  Act,  1913 
(3  and  4  Geo.  5,  c.  19);  (2)  The  Public  Health  (Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Disease)  Act,  1913 
(3  and  4  Geo.  5,  c.  23) . 
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The  Public  Health  (Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Disease)  Act  was  passed  with  a  view  to  re¬ 
moving  some  administrative  difficulties  which  have  been  experienced  in  connection  with  the  law 
relating  to  public  health.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Section  281  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
which  relates  to  the  establishment  of  Joint  Boards  as  the  governing  bodies  for  united  districts, 
enacts  that  upon  the  constitution  of  a  Joint  Board  the  Local  Authorities  having  jurisdiction  in  the 
component  districts  or  contributory  places  shall  cease  to  exercise  therein  any  powers,  or  to  per¬ 
form  any  duties  or  be  subject  to  any  liabilities  or  obligations  which  the  Joint  Board  is  authorised 
to  exercise  or  perform  or  is  made  subject  to.  This  provision  has  been  found  to  create  a  difficulty 
by  preventing  a  Sanitary  Authority  which  is  a  constituent  member  of  a  Joint  Hospital  Board  from 
establishing  a  dispensary  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  for  their  own  district.  Section  1  of  the 
new  Act  empowers  the  Local  Government  Board,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the  enactment 
above  referred  to,  to  authorise  by  order  a  Local  Authority  having  jurisdiction  in  any  part  of  the 
united  district  to  exercise  in  relation  to  that  part  any  powers  which  the  Joint  Board  are  also 
authorised  to  exercise,  subject  to  such  restrictions  and  conditions  as  may  be  imposed  by  the  order. 

Again,  Section  130  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  enables  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
make  regulations  for  preventing  the  spread  of  cholera  or  other  epidemic,  endemic  or  infectious 
disease,  and  to  declare  by  what  Authority  or  Authorities  these  regulations  shall  be  enforced.  As 
County  Councils  had  not  been  established  when  the  Act  was  passed,  it  was  considered  that  such 
Councils  could  not  properly  be  declared  to  be  Authorities  for  carrying  any  such  regulations  into 
effect.  But  in  dealing  with  some  diseases,  it  may  be  found  desirable  that  some  functions  should 
be  carried  out  by  an  Authority  having  jurisdiction  over  a  large  area.  Section  2  of  the  Act  accord¬ 
ingly  enables  the  Local  Government  Board  to  declare  that  one  of  the  Authorities  to  execute  and 
enforce  the  Board’s  regulations  made  with  a  view  to  the  treatment  of  persons  affected  with  cholera 
or  any  other  epidemic,  endemic,  or  infectious  disease,  shall  be  the  Council  of  a  County,  and  Sec¬ 
tion  130  of  the  Act  of  1875  will  have  effect  accordingly,  as  if  a  County  Council  were  an  Authority 
within  the  meaning  of  that  section.  It  is,  however,  provided  that  a  County  Council  shall  not, 
except  in  case  of  emergency,  be  required  to  execute  and  enforce  any  such  regulations  without  their 
consent.  The  purpose  of  Section  3  of  the  Act  is  to  give  extended  powers  in  regard  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  tuberculosis  by  Local  Authorities.  It  will  enable  County  Councils  and  Sanitary  Author¬ 
ities  to  make  any  such  arrangements  as  the  Local  Government  Board  may  sanction  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  this  disease.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  power  thus  conferred  will  be  in  addition  to,  and 
not  in  derogation  of,  any  other  power.  Section  4  of  the  Act  directs  that  any  expenses  incurred 
under  the  Act  are  to  be  defrayed,  in  the  case  of  a  Sanitary  Authority,  as  part  of  the  expenses  in¬ 
curred  in  the  execution  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and,  in  the  case  of  a  County  Council,  as  expenses 
for  general  County  purposes,  or,  if  the  Local  Government  Board  by  order  so  direct,  as  expenses 
for  special  County  purposes  charged  on  such  part  of  the  County  as  may  be  provided  by  the  order. 

LABORATORY. 

A  very  large  number  of  samples  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  were  analysed  for  the  subject  of 
my  reports  and  a  number  of  samples  were  analysed  for  various  District  Councils,  the  fees  being 
paid  to  the  County  Treasurer.  I  examined  a  number  of  specimens  for  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever, 
etc.,  during  my  personal  investigations  of  various  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease,  but  owing  to  the 
absence  of  assistance  we  have  not  been  able  to  undertake  the  work  for  the  Isolation  Hospitals, 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  private  practitioners. 

The  new  Insurance  Act  and  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  have  shown  the  urgent  necessity  for 
the  provision  of  Laboratory  Assistance.  The  Laboratory  work  in  connection  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensaries  has  to  be  sent  away  to  London,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  not  having  time  for  the  work 
in  addition  to  his  attendance  at  the  Dispensaries  and  visiting  Patients  at  their  homes  in  practic¬ 
ally  every  district  in  the  County.  The  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal  points 
further  to  the  necessity  for  extensive  Laboratory  work. 

The  new  Offices  with  Laboratories  will  probably  be  ready  for  occupation  aL  the  end  of  the 
year  1914,  and  the  question  of  Laboratory  work  should  be  taken  into  full  consideration.  There  is 
a  very  large  field  for  Laboratory  work  now  open,  with  the  various  new  Acts  of  Parliament  and 
Regulations,  Water  Analyses,  Tuberculosis  Orders,  and  School  Work,  and  from  the  above  ample 
work  could  be  found  for  the  services  of  a  whole-time  bacteriological  and  chemical  Assistant.  The 
Treasury  proposes  to  give  a  grant  in  aid  of  Laboratory  work,  and  this  grant,  added  to  the  fees  al- 
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ready  received  for  water  analyses,  and  those  paid  by  the  Coounty  Council  for  the  examination  of 
sputa  for  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries,  and  other  material  from  the  School  Medical  Inspectors, 
would  more  than  cover  the  cost  of  the  salary  and  expenses  of  such  an  Officer. 


CONCLUSION. 

I  regret  the  unavoidable  delay  in  presenting  this  Report;  if  the  District  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  presented  their  Reports  in  reasonable  time  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  out  my 
Annual  Report  by  the  May  Meeting  of  the  Council  or  at  the  latest  the  August  Meeting.  The 
object  of  the  Report  is  largely  defeated  by  the  delay,  and  much  of  the  matter  has  become  ancient 
history  before  the  Council  has  time  to  deal  with  it.  Further,  the  work  has  to  be  done  by  me  at  a 
period  of  the  year  when  I  am  more  than  fully  occupied  with  other  work,  and  the  character  of  the 
Report  suffers  in  consequence,  as  I  am  only  able  to  devote  such  time  as  I  can  spare  in  the  inter¬ 
vals  of  other  work,  and  I  am  prevented  from  taking  my  well-earned  holiday  during  the  time  when 
the  other  officers  of  the  Council  are  enjoying  theirs.  My  time  was  very  fully  occupied  during  the 
year.  New  duties  are  continually  being  cast  upon  my  Department  and  my  limited  staff  is  only 
able  to  cope  with  the  increased  clerical  work  by  frequently  working  overtime. 

The  most  cordial  relations  continue  to  exist  between  the  district  sanitary  officials  and  my 
Department,  and  I  desire  to  again  express  my  thanks  both  to  them  and  to  your  Committee  for  the 
help  and  consideration  I  have  received  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


14th  August,  1914. 


JOHN  TUBB-THOMAS, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  II. 

URBAM  DISTRICTS 

BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  J.  A.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — R.  B.  LEES,  A.R.S.I.,  Bradford-on-Avon. 


AREA  1,990  ACRES. 

Population — Males  2085  ( Census 

1911) 

4501  Estimated  (1913)  4579 

Females  2416  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

1166 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

8.86 

Birth-rate 

.  .  . 

21.18  per 

1000  of  (Estimated)  Population 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

•  •  • 

11.13 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Infantile  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

Nil. 

)  > 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Nil. 

>  > 

of  (Estimated)  Population 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

1.09 

y  > 

y  y  y  y 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.87 

y  y 

y  y  y  > 

Cancer  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

1.52 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

•  .  . 

1.74 

y  y 

y  y  yy 

Influenza  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.21 

>  > 

y  y  yy 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

y  y  yy 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

f  >  i  > 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

4.58 

y  y 

y  y  yy 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

1.09 

y  y 

yy  yy 

CALNE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  S.  FERGUSON,  B.A.,  M.B. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — G.  DREWETT,  Calne. 


AREA  356  ACRES. 

Population — Males  1651  (Census 

1911 

8588 

Estimated  (1918) 

3558 

Females  1887  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

858 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4.14 

Birth-rate 

.  •  . 

17.42 

per  1000  of  (Estimated)  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

,  ,  « 

18.77 

>  ? 

y  y 

yy 

Infantile  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

80.64 

}  5 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

.  •  • 

0.56 

y  y 

of  (Estimated)  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0.56 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

«  •  • 

Nil. 

?  f 

y  y 

y  y 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

2.24 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

Cancer  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.56 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

1.40 

y  y 

yy 

y  • 

Influenza  Death-rate 

0.28 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil. 

>  f 

y  y 

»* 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

•  u  . 

Nil. 

) » 

y  y 

y  y 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

7.58 

>  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.56 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Measles  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.28 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.28 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 
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CHIPPENHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  T.  BRISCOE,  B.A.,  M.D. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — A.  E.  ADAMS,  A.R.S.I.,  Chippenham. 


AREA  361  ACRES. 

Population — Males  2568  {Census  1911) 

5332 

Estimated  (1913) 

5383 

Females  2764  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 
Birth-rate 

1253 

4.25 

17.27 

per  1000  of  {Estimated)  Population 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

12.44 

a  a 

»* 

Infantile  Death-rate 

32.25 

, ,  Births 

Zy?notic  Death-rate 

0.74 

,,  of  {Estimated)  Population 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0.37 

•>  ?  a 

tt 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

0.37 

a  ? ) 

tt 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

2.60 

a  a 

1 1 

Cancer  Death-rate 

1.48 

it  it 

tt 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

0.92 

a  tt 

tt 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Nil. 

tt  *  t 

1 1 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil. 

tt  tt 

tt 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Nil. 

tt  tt 

tt 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

5.94 

tt  tt 

tt 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

tt  tt 

1 1 

Measles  Death-rate 

0.74 

tt  tt 

tt 

DEVIZES. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— G.  S.  A.  WAYLEN,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — F.  G.  BILLINGHAM,  Devizes. 


AREA  906  ACRES. 


Population — Males  3259 

Females  3480 

Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Birth-rate 
Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 
Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 
Cancer  Death-rate 
Organic  H eart  Disease  Death-rate 
Influenza  Death-rate , 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
III  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Measles  Death-rate 
Whooping-cough  Death-rate 


{Census  1911) 


i t 


t i 


t  i 


6739  Estimated  (1913)  6783 


1546 

4.36 

17.54  per  1000  of  {. Estimated )  Population. 
11.79 

92.43  ,,  Births 

0.58  ,,  of  (. Estimated )  Population. 


0.29 

>  t 

0.14 

1 1 

2.06 

1 1 

0.73 

1 1 

1.62 

1 1 

0.14 

1 1 

Nil. 

1 1 

Nil. 

1 1 

6.19 

1 1 

Nil. 

1 1 

0.44 

1 1 

0.14 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

it 

it 

1 1 

it 

1 1 

1 1 

it 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i  t 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

it 

i  t 

t  i 

1 1 

it 

*  •  ♦ 
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MALMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  M.  MOORE,  M.A.,  M.B. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances— C.  BOWMAN,  Malmesbury. 


AREA  178  ACRES. 


Population — Males  1218  {Census  1911) 

2656 

Estimated  (1913) 

2628 

Females  1438  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

708 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

3.75 

Birth-rate 

•  .  . 

17.12 

per  1000  of  {. Estimated )  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

15.60 

y  y 

>  * 

f  f 

Infantile  Death-rate 

44.44 

y  y 

Births 

T^ymotic  Death-rate 

.  .  « 

Nil. 

y  y 

of  {Estimated) 

Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0.38 

y  y 

f  f 

y  y 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.38 

y  y 

ff 

y  y 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.76 

y  y 

f  f 

y  y 

Cancer  Death-rate 

1.90 

y  y 

f  f 

y  y 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

.  .  . 

1.14 

y  y 

f  t 

yy 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Nil. 

y  y 

ff 

y  y 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

•  .  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

f  f 

y  y 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

f  f 

•  y 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

11.03 

y  y 

f  f 

y  y 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

y  y 

ff 

y  y 

MARLBOROUGH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — T.  H.  HAYDON,  B.A.,  M.B. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — W.  J.  HISCOX,  A.R.S.I.,  Marlborough. 


AREA  598  ACRES. 

Population — Males 

2417 

{Census  1911) 

F  emales 

1984 

y  y 

Inhabited  houses 

•  •  • 

y  y 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Djseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Measles  Death-rate 
Diarrhoea  Death-rate 


4401  Estimated  (1913)  4482 


851 

5.17 


14.50  per  1000  of  {Estimated)  Population. 
12.27 

Births 

,  of  {Estimated)  Population . 


76.92 

0.44 


y  y 


y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 


0.89 

y  y 

Nil. 

y  y 

0.66 

y  y 

2.00 

y  y 

2.00 

y  y 

0.22 

y  y 

Nil. 

y  y 

Nil. 

y  y 

4.64 

y  y 

Nil. 

y  > 

0.22 

y  y 

0.22 

*  % 

ff 

y  y 

f  f 

y  y 

f  f 

y  y 

ff 

y  > 

ff 

y  i 

f  f 

y  y 

f  f 

y  y 

ff 

yt 
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MELKSHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  INGRAM  KE1R,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Inspector  of  Nuisances — A.  E.  A.  BUSH,  Melksham  (Deceased), 
and  R.  T.  PEARCE,  A.R.S.I.,  Melksham. 


AREA  476  ACRES. 

Population — Males  1504 

Females  1597 

Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Birth-rate 
Neft  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 
Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 
Cancer  Death-rate 
Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate 
Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
111  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Measles  Death-rate 
Diarrhoea  Death-rate 


(Census  1911) 


>  > 


>  > 


3101  Estimated  (1913) 


3232 


741 

4.18 

25.99 

11.44 

71.42 

0.61 

0.30 

Nil. 

2.16 

0.92 

2.47 

0.30 

Nil. 

Nil. 

4.64 

Nil. 

0.30 

0.30 


per  1000  of  (Estimated)  Population 


>  > 


>  > 


!  ) 


, ,  Births 

,,  of  (Estimated)  Population 


>  > 
>  > 

j  > 
>> 
*  > 
5  > 
i  > 

yy 
yy 
y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
yy 
yy 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
yy 
y  y 
yy 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
yy 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
*  y 


SALISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  T.  FISON,  B.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H, 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — G.  F.  FOWLES,  A.R.S.I.,  Salisbury. 


AREA  1,720  ACRES. 

Population — Males  9435 

Females  11782 
Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Birth-rate 
Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 
Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 
Cancer  Death-rate 
Oi  canic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate 

c 

Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
III  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Measles  Death-rate 
W hooping-cough  Death-rate 
Diarrhoea  Death-rate 


(Census  1911)  21217  Estimated  (1913) 


?  y 


y  y 


y  y 


21423 


4840 

4.38 

20.91  per  1000  of  (Estimated)  Population. 
12.50 

Births 

of  (Estimated)  Population. 


69.19 

0.84 

1.02 

0.42 

1.35 

1.40 

2.10 

0.09 

Nil. 

Nil. 

4.34 

0.93 

0.18 

0.23 

0.42 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


>  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 
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SWINDON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— F.  E.  STREETEN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — A.  E.  BOTTOMLEY,  A.R.S.I.,  Swindon. 

AREA  4,265  ACRES. 


Population — Males  25416  ( Census  1911) 

50751  Estimated  (1913) 

52400 

Females  25335  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

11570 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4.38 

Birth-rate 

.  .  • 

23.39  per 

1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

.  .  . 

12.08 

i  f 

)  > 

5  y 

hifantile  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

87.27 

>  > 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

1.24 

>  > 

of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

•  • 

1.25 

f  i 

1  ) 

vy 

Other  Tubercidar  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.24 

>  y 

>  y 

y  y 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

»  •  • 

1.54 

>  y 

y  y 

y  y 

Cancer  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.66 

>  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

•  . 

0.95 

>  y 

y  y 

?  y 

Influenza  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

0.07 

y  y 

y  y 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

•  .  . 

Nil. 

>  > 

y  y 

*  * 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.01 

i  5 

y  y 

y  y 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

.  .  . 

6.06 

J  } 

y  y 

y  y 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

Nil. 

}} 

y  y 

%  y 

Measles  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.76 

i  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Whooping-cough  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.09 

5  ) 

y  y 

y  y 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.26 

)  > 

y  y 

yy 

Scarlet  Fever  Death-rate 

0.07 

>  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Diphtheria  Death-rate 

•  .  . 

0.01 

>  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Enteric  Fever  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.01 

5  > 

y  y 

y  y 

TROWBRIDGE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — JAMES  PEARSE,  M.D. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — W.  H.  ALLEN,  Trowbridge  (Resigned), 
and  R.  B.  MATHER,  A.R.S.I.,  Trowbridge. 

AREA  2,126  ACRES.  - - 


Population — Males  5298  ( Census  1911) 

11815 

Estimated  (1913)  11882 

Females  6517  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  >> 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

3097 

3.81 

23.81  per  1000  of  ( Estimated ')  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

14.47 

J  5 

yy  yy 

Infantile  Death-rate 

109.54 

»  5  > 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

1.34 

J  J 

of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0.84 

>  5 

yy  yy 

Other  Tubercidar  Diseases  Death-rate 

0.16 

J  > 

yy  yy 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

2.77 

t  ) 

yy  yy 

Cancer  Death-rate 

0.92 

>  J 

y  y  yy 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

1.59 

fy 

yy  yy 

Influenza  Death-rate 

0.16 

>} 

yy  yy 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil. 

>  t 

yy  yy 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Nil. 

>  > 

yy  yy 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Nil. 

» y 

yy  yy 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

}  y 

yy  yy 

Measles  Death-rate 

0.67 

y ) 

yy  yy 

Scarlet  Fever  Death-rate 

0.08 

yy  yy 

Whooping-cough  Death-rate  % 

0.08 

a 

yy  yy 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

0. 50 

)  > 

yy  yy 
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WARMINSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — A.  H.  MACDONALD,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — C.  H.  LAWTON,  A.R.S.I.,  Warminster. 


AREA  6,564  ACRES. 

Population — Males 

2618 

( Census  1911) 

Females 

2874 

>  > 

Inhabited  houses 

•  •  • 

y  y 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Diarrhoea  Death-rate 


5492  Estimated  (1913) 


5481 


1284 

4.27 

15.32  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 
12.22  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Births 

of  ( Estimated )  Population. 


130.95 

0.36 

0.36 

0.18 

0.72 

1.64 

0.91 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

8.02 

Nil. 

0.36 


>  > 


>  5 

>  > 
>  > 
>  J 
f  > 

»  > 
y y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


WESTBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  TREVOR  SHORLAND,  M.R.C.S. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — C.  G.  M.  CROSS,  Westbury. 


AREA  3,687  ACRES. 

Population — Males  1613  ( Census  1911) 

Females  1820  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 


3433  Estimated  (1913)  3480 


864 


3.97 


20.10  per  1000  of  (. Estimated )  Population. 
12.64 

14.28  „  Births 


Nil 

0.28 

0.28 

1.14 

1.14 

2.29 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

7.47 

Nil. 


,,  of  (. Estimated 0  Population. 


yy 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

yy 

y  y 

yy 

yy 
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WILTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  R.  STRATON,  F.R  C.S.  (Edin.),  L.S.Sc. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — W.  W.  H.  MUSSELWH1TE,  Wilton. 


AREA  1,915  ACRES. 

Population — Males  996  ( Census 

1911) 

2124 

7  -  -  -  *  - 

Estimated  (1913)  2108 

Fe?nales  1128  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  , , 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 
Birth-rate 

553 

3.84 

18.50  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

•  •  • 

15.18 

yy  yy 

Infantile  Death-rate 

25.64 

9  9 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Nil. 

,,  of 

( Estimated )  Population. 

Phthisis  Dealli-rate 

0.94 

i » 

•  >  '  ; 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

... 

Nil. 

9  9 

yy  y  y 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

0.94 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Cajicer  Death-rate 

.  .  • 

3.32 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  . . . 

3.32 

>  > 

9  9  9  9 

Influenza  Death-rate 

0.47 

> } 

9  9  9  9 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

j  t 

yy  yy 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

.  .  . 

6.16 

y  y 

9  9  9  9 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  . 

Nil. 

9  9 

9  9  9  9 
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part  hi. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


AMESBURY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  EDDOVVES,  M.R.C.S. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances— J.  T.  HUXHAM,  Amesbury. 


AREA  63,454  ACRES. 

Population — Males  6763  ( Census  1911) 

Females  4395  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Measles  Death-rate 

MSI  hooping-cough  Death-rate 


11158  Estimated  (1913)  11524 


2620 

4.25 

23.86  per  1000  of  {Estimated)  Population. 


7.37 

f) 

t) 

y  y 

43.63 

}  f 

Births 

0.34 

y  ? 

of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Nil. 

}  f 

yy 

yy 

0.26 

>5 

M 

yy 

0.52 

)> 

y  y 

yy 

0.69 

>  > 

y  y 

yy 

1.21 

y  y 

yy 

0.08 

>> 

yy 

yy 

Nil. 

>  J 

y  y 

y  y 

Nil. 

J  > 

y  y 

y  y 

5.11 

J  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Nil. 

J  > 

yy 

y  y 

0.26 

J  > 

y  y 

y  y 

0.08 

>> 

y  y 

yy 

BRADEORD-ON-AYON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  J.  A.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — R.  J.  GIDDINGS,  Frome  Road,  Bradford-on-Avon. 


AREA  16,684  ACRES, 

Population — Males  1  2523  ( Census  1911) 

5313 

Estimated  (1913) 

5373 

Females  2790  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

1217 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4.36 

Birth-rate 

18.23  per  1000  of  {Estimated)  Population 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

11.35 

yy  y  y 

Infantile  Death-rate 

10.20 

, ,  Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.18 

,,  of  {Estimated)  Population 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0.55 

y  y  yy 

y  y 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

0.18 

yy  yy 

yy 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

1.86 

y  y  y  y 

y  y 

Cancer  Death-rate 

2.41 

yy  yy 

y  y 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

0.74 

yy  yy 

y  y 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Nil. 

yy  yy 

y  y 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil. 

yy  yy 

y  y 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Nil. 

yy  yy 

•  > 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

3.90 

yy  yy 

y  y 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

1.48 

y  y  y  y 

y  y 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

0.18 

yy  yy 

yy 

101 


CALNE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  S.  FERGUSON,  B.A.,  M.B. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — J.  GODFREY,  Quemerford,  Calne. 

AREA  28,988  ACRES. 


Population — Males  2337  ( Census  1911) 

Fe?nales  2262  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4599  Estimated  (1913)  4598 

1127 

4.08 

Birth-rate 

.  .  . 

18.70  per 

1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

•  •  • 

13.48 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Infantile  Death-rate 

,  ,  , 

93.03 

y  y 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.65 

y  y 

of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

*  •  • 

0.65 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

... 

Nil. 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

1.73 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Cancer  Death-rate 

0.86 

)  i 

y  y  y  y 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

... 

2.60 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Influenza  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

Nil. 

y  y 

yy  y  y 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

•  •  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  •  • 

Nil. 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

•  •  • 

6.95 

y  y 

V  *-* 

y  y  y  y 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

... 

Nil. 

y  y 

* 

y  y  y  y 

Measles  Death-rate 

... 

0.43 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Diphtheria  Death-rate 

•  .  . 

0.21 

y  y 

yy  yy 

CHIPPENHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  T.  BRISCOE,  B.A.,  M.D. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — E.  BALCHIN,  Chippenham  (Resigned), 
and  R.  T.  RHODES,  A.R.S.I.,  Chippenham. 


AREA  58, 60S  ACRES. 

Population — Males  8999  ( Census  1911) 

18236  Estimated  (1913) 

18314 

Females  9237  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  , , 
Birth-rate 

4354 

4.19 

18.34  per 

1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

... 

10.92 

)  ? 

>  > 

>  y 

I nfantile  Death-rate 

38.69 

>  5 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.92 

5  J 

of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

... 

0.43 

J  > 

y  y 

•  y  y 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

0.21 

>  J 

y  y 

yy 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  • 

1.52 

J  J 

y  y 

y  y 

Cancer  Death-rate 

... 

0.98 

J  ) 

y  y 

y  y 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  . . . 

... 

1.25 

)  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Influenza  Death-rate 

•  .  • 

0.10 

>  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

>  > 

y  y 

i  y 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  .  • 

Nil. 

>  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

.  .  • 

5.46 

5  J 

y  5 

y  y 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

j  y 

y  y 

y  y 

M easles  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.65 

f  > 

y  y 

y  y 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.27 

j  > 

y  y 

y  > 

CRICKLADE  AND  WOOTTON  BASSETT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  N.  WATSON,  M.R.C.S. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — A.  HITCHCOCK,  Greatfield,  Wootton  Bassett. 


AREA  46,734  ACRES. 


Population — Males  5546  {Census  1911) 

11002 

Estimated  (1913) 

10934 

Females  5456  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 
Birth-rate 

2596 

4.23 

23.50  per  1000  of  {Estimated)  Population 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

.  .  . 

12.80 

9  y 

>  > 

>» 

Infantile  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

93.38 

y  y 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

1.64 

y  5 

of  {Estimated)  Population 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

... 

0.73 

y  y 

y  y 

> » 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

... 

0.54 

y  y 

y  y 

>  > 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

•  « 

1.73 

y  y 

y  y 

,  i 

Cancer  Death-rate 

... 

1.37 

y  y 

?  y 

i  t 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

•  <.  . 

1.73 

y  y 

9  9 

tt 

Influenza  Death-rate 

,  .  . 

0.18 

y  y 

y  y 

t  » 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

y  y 

f  » 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

y  y 

t  » 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

• 

4.75 

y  y 

y  y 

tt 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

0.09 

y  y 

y  y 

ft 

Measles  Death-rate 

•  •  * 

0.64 

y  y 

y  y 

t  t 

TV  hooping-cough  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.27 

y  y 

y  y 

ft 

Diphtheria  Death-rate 

•  .  • 

0.27 

y  y 

y  y 

ft 

Enteric  Fever  Death-rate 

•  •  . 

0.09 

y  y 

y  y 

5  , 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.36 

y  y 

9  yy 

t  t 

DEVIZES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — G.  S.  A.  WAYLEN,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — T.  V.  TRUMPER,  A.R.S.I.,  Devizes. 


AREA  61,855  ACRES. 

Population — Males  6457 

Females  6397 

Inhabited  houses 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 
Birth-rate 
Nett  Death-rate  . . . 

Infantile  Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 
Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 
Cancer  Death-rate 
Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate 
Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
111  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Measles  Death-rate 
TV  hooping-cough  Death-rate 
Diphtheria  Death-rate 


{Census  1911)  12854  Estimated  (1913) 


>  y 


>  > 


12817 


2818 

4.56 

18.95  per  1000  of  {. Estimated )  Population. 
10.68  ,,  ,,  ,, 

74.07  ,,  Births 

0.70  ,,  of  {Estimated)  Population . 

0.39 
0.15 
1.32 
1.32 
1.24 
Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

5.53 

Nil. 

0.39 
0.23 
0.07 


t  t 
t  t 
t  t 
t  i 
J  t 
t  t 
1  * 
,  t 


.1  t 
J  t 
t  t 
t  t 
}  t 
t  t 
t  t 
t  > 
t  t 
.  t  t 
t  t 
t  t 


t  t 

>  t 
J  > 
J  > 
t  J 
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HIGHWORTH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  E.  STREETEN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — E.  HODDINOTT,  A.R.S.I.,  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 


AREA  49,721  ACRES. 

Population — Males  7815  ( Census  1911) 

Females  7324  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death  rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Measles  Death-rate 
Diphtheria  Death-rate 
Diarrhoea  Death-rate 


15139  Estimated  (1913)  15311 


3428 

4.31 


21.61  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 
13.06 

84.59  ,,  Births 


1.63 

0.58 

0.13 

2.54 

0.97 

1.82 

0.06 

Nil. 

Nil. 

5.15 

0.13 

1.04 

0.06 

0.52 


,,  of  (. Estimated )  Population . 


>>  >>  *> 

•>  >  >  t  > » 

J )  5 »  y  * 

y  y  yy  » * 

y y  yy  yy 

yy  yy  »* 

yy  yy  yy 

yy  yy  « • 

yy  yy  ?  > 

yy  yy  • y 

yy  yy  yy 

y  y  yy  *  y 

yy  yy  »» 


MALMESBURY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  M.  MOORE,  M.A.,  M.B. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — C.  BOWMAN,  Malmesbury. 


AREA  58,356  ACRES. 

Population — Males  4730  ( Census  1911) 

Females  4631  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Z^ymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Measles  Death-rate 
Diphtheria  Death-rate 


9361  Estimated  (1913)  9328 


2214 

4.22 


20.26  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 
12.00 

Births  , , 

of  ( Estimated )  Population. 


100.52 

0.53 

0.75 

0.10 

1.39 

0.75 

0.85 

Nil. 

Nil. 


5  5 


5  > 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


Nil. 

7.50 

Nil. 

0.42 

0.10 


>  > 

>  > 

5  > 

)  > 

>  > 

>  J 

>  > 

i  i 

»  » 

if 

y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
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MARLBOROUGH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  B.  MAURICE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — JOHN  HUNTLEY,  Overton  ^Resigned), 
and  J.  W.  BROOKE,  A.R.S.I.,  Marlborough. 


AREA  43,795  ACRES. 

Population — Males  2332  (Census  1911) 

4496 

Estimated  (1913)  4524 

Females  2164  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 
Birth-rate 

1045 

4.30 

26.28  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

.  •  . 

11.93 

5  5 

yy  yy 

Infantile  Death-rate 

67.22 

5  5 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.22 

5  5 

of  (. Estimated )  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

f  y 

yy  yy 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

... 

0.22 

y) 

yy  yy 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rale 

.  .  . 

1.32 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Cancer  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

1.98 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

1.98 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Nil. 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil. 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

y  y 

yy  yy 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

4.64 

y  y 

y  y  y  y 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  •  . 

1.54 

y  y 

y  y  yy 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

0.22 

y  r 

yy  yy 

MELKSHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  I.  KEIR,  F  R.C.S.  (Edin.). 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — F.  U.  GREENHILL,  Melksham. 


AREA  13,792  ACRES. 

Population — Males  2430  (Census  1911) 

4979 

Estimated  (1913)  5072 

Females  2549  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

1146 

4.33 

23.46  per  1000 

of  (Estimated')  Population 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

12.02 

1  y 

yy  yy 

Infantile  Death-rate 

50.42 

y  y 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.59 

y  y 

of  (. Estimated )  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0.19 

y  y 

5  5  J  t 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

0.19 

y  y 

5  5  ,5 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

2.36 

y  y 

5  5  5  , 

Cancer  Death-rate 

0.98 

y  y 

5  5  J» 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

1.38 

y  y 

5  5  5  5 

Influenza  Death-rate 

0.59 

y  y 

5  5  ,, 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil. 

y  y 

5  5  ,, 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Nil. 

y  y 

5  5  5  5 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

5.71 

y  y 

5  5  J  5 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

y  y 

5  5  »  , 

Measles  Death-rate 

0.39 

y  y 

5  5  J , 

Scarlet  Fever  Death-rate 

0.19 

y  y 

55  >» 

105 


MERE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — B.  POPE  BARTLETT,  M.R.C.S. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — J.  McKENZIE,  A.R.S.I.,  Mere. 

AREA  32,309  ACRES. 


Population — Males  ...  2534  (Census  1911) 

5173  Estimated  (1913) 

5125 

Females  2639  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

1274 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4.06 

Birth-rate 

15.02  per 

1000  of  (Estimated)  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

11.51 

} }  ?  > 

>> 

Infantile  Death-rate 

12.98 

, ,  Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Nil. 

,,  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0.39 

J  )  5  > 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

■n  >  > 

>  > 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

0.58 

>  >  >  > 

>> 

Cancer  Death-rate 

1.36 

>  > 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

1.95 

>  >  >  » 

» > 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Nil. 

f  y  >  > 

»> 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil. 

>  y  >  > 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Nil. 

?  >  >■> 

>  ♦ 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

3.51 

, ,  ,  > 

5  , 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

3.70 

ft 

PEWSEY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  W.  RAYMENT,  M.B.,  B.Sc.  (Public  Health),  (Resigned), 

and  J.  TUBB-THOMAS,  D.P.H.  (Acting). 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — F.  W.  FERRIS,  Woodborough. 


AREA  75,218  ACRES. 

Population — Males  7415  (Census  1911) 

Females  5888  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Measles  Death-rate 

Scarlet  Fever  Death-rate  ... 

Diphtheria  Death-rate 
Diarrhoea  Death-rate 


13,303  Estimated  (1913)  13712 


2914 

4.56 


24.78  per  1000  of  (. Estimated )  Population. 


12.25 

61.76 

0.80 

0.29 

0.43 


t >  ft  ft 

,,  Births 

, ,  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

j  >  t>  » > 


1.75 

0.58 

2.40 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


Nil. 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


Nil. 


y  y 


y  y 


y  y 


Nil. 

5.98 


y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 


Nil. 

0.58 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 


y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

y  y 

0 

y  y 
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>  > 
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JRAMSBU  LIY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — G.  TREW  CATTELL,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — W.  STRICKLAND,  A.R.S.I.,  Hungerford. 


AREA  51,614  ACRES. 

Population — Males 

3648 

{Census  1911) 

Females 

3461 

f  f 

Inhabited  houses. 

•  •  • 

f  f 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

111  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 


7109  Estimated  (1913)  7130 


1765 

4.02 

20.89  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 


12.06 

53.69 

Nil. 

0.28 

0.14 

1.96 

1.12 

2.25 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

6.32 

Nil. 


>  > 

t  f 
>  > 
f  * 
f  f 
f  f 
f  f 
f  f 
f  f 
f  f 


ff 

Births 


of  ( Estimated )  Popu 


? ) 

ft 
>  t 
t> 
tt 
1 1 


ation. 


SALISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  E.  GORDON,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — A.  METHERILL,  A.R.S.I.,  Redlynch. 


AREA  56,990  ACRES. 

Population — Males  5085  ( Census  1911) 

Females  5093  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Whooping-cough  Death-rate 
Diarrhoea  Death-ra^e 


10178  Estimated  (1913)  10255 


2470 


4.12 


20.28  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

n.oi 

Births 

of  ( Estimated )  Population. 


62.50 

0.39 

0.48 

0.19 

1.56 

1.17 

1.75 

0.29 

Nil. 


f  f 
ff 
f  f 


ff 
f  f 
ff 
f  f 
f  f 
ff 
f  f 


f  f 


f  f 


f  f 


f  f 


ff 


f  f 


ff 


Nil. 

5.07 

0.29 

0.09 

0.29 


f  f 
f  f 
f  f 
f  f 
f  f 


f  f 
f  f 
f  f 
f  f 
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TISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — C.  A.  ENSOR,  M.R.C.S. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — E.  P.  DAVIES,  A.R.S.I.,  Tisbury. 

AREA  43,561  ACRES. 


Population — Males  3861  ( Census  1911) 

7803  Estimated  (1913) 

7819 

Females  3942  ,, 

Inhabited,  houses  ...  ,, 

1893 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

4.12 

Birth-rate 

.  .  . 

19.05  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

•  •  . 

10.35 

9  9 

9  9 

Infantile  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

73.82 

Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.25 

of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

... 

0.25  ,, 

*  * 

9  9 

Other  Tubercidar  Diseases  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.12 

5  9 

9  9 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

1.02 

5  9 

99 

Cancer  Death-rate 

# 

1.15 

9  9 

9  9 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

•  .  . 

1.27 

9  9 

9  9 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Nil. 

*  *• 

9  9 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

9  9 

9  9 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Nil.  ,, 

9  9 

9  9 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  . . . 

.  .  • 

6.26 

-■  9 

9  9 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

•  .  • 

Nil.  ,, 

9  9 

9  y 

Scarlet  Fever  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.12 

9  9 

y  y 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

0.12 

9  9 

9  9 

WARMINSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — A.  H.  MACDONALD,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — R.  STRONG,  Warminster, 


and  C.  C.  HANCOCK, 

A.R.S.I.,  Warminster. 

AREA  51,896  ACRES. 

Population — Males  2990  ( Census  1911) 

5957  Estimated  (1913)  5903 

Females  2967  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

1586 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

3.75 

Birth-rate 

.  .  . 

18.80  per  1000  of  (. Estimated )  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

•  .  • 

11.68 

Infantile  Death-rate 

45.04  ,,  Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.16  ,,  of  (. Estimated )  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0-33  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

•  •  « 

0.16 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

3.04 

Cancer  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.67 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

.  .  • 

1.35  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Nil .  , ,  , ,  , , 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil .  . ,  , ,  , , 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil .  , ,  , ,  , , 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

3-72  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

0.16 

Diphtheria  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

013 
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WESTBUKY  AND  WHORWELLSDOWN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — E.  TREVOR  SHORLAND,  M.R.C.S. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — W.  H.  STANLEY,  Trowbridge. 


AREA  27,846  ACRES. 

Popidation — Males  3271  ( Census  1911) 

66.10 

Estimated  (1913) 

6662 

Females  3339  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 
Birth-rate 

1685 

3.92 

21.61 

per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

13.05 

>  >  )  j 

>  > 

Infantile  Death-rate 

48.61 

,,  Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0.60 

,,  of  {Estimated)  Population. 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

0.75 

>  >  ff 

9  9 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

.  .  , 

0.15 

f  f  ff 

9  9 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

2.10 

ff  f  f 

9  9 

Cancer  Death-rate 

•  •  » 

1.20 

f  f  f  f 

9  9 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

1.20 

ff  f  f 

9  9 

Influenza  Death-rate 

0.15 

ff  ff 

9  9 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

.  .  . 

Nil. 

f  f  ff 

9  9 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Nil. 

ff  ff 

9  9 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

6.90 

f  f  f  f 

9  ^ 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

f  f  f  f 

J  } 

Measles  Death-rate 

0.30 

f  f  f  f 

Diarrhoea  Death-rate 

•  •  • 

0.30 

ff  ff 

9  9 

WILTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARLES  R.  STRATON,  F.R.C.S.  (Edxn.),  L.S.Sc. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — R.  A.  SKELTON,  A.R.S.I.,  Bemerton. 


AREA  55,290  ACRES. 

Population — Males  4155  ( Census  1911) 

Females  3924  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 

Birth-rate 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

Infantile  Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Cancer  Death-rate 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

Influenza  Death-rate 
Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 
Erysipelas  Death-rate 
Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 
Diarrhoea  Death-rate 


8079  Estimated  (1913) 


8205 


1915 

4.21 

23.03  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population. 


12.06 

47.61 

0.12 

0.97 

0.36 

1.34 

1.21 

2.07 

0.60 

Nil. 

Nil. 

5.36 

Nil. 

0.12 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 

Births 


of  (. Estimated )  Population. 


9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 


9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 
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TETBORY  (Wilts  Portion). 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health — MARTIN  ASHLEY,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances — T.  V.  H.  DAVISON,  Tetbury. 


AREA  3,271  ACRES. 

Population — Males  168  ( Census 

1911) 

373 

Estimated  (1913) 

376 

Females  205  ,, 

Inhabited  houses  ...  ,, 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ,, 
Birth-rate 

84 

4.44 

18.61  per  1000  of  ( Estimated )  Population 

Nett  Death-rate  ... 

15.95 

>  j  •>  > 

9  > 

Infantile  Death-rate 

142.85 

, ,  Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Nil. 

,,  of  {Estimated)  Population 

Phthisis  Death-rate 

Nil. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

>  >  >  y 

?  9 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

>5  )  > 

« 

?  * 

Cancer  Death-rate 

2.65 

>  >  > ) 

>  9 

Organic  Heart  Disease  Death-rate  ... 

5.31 

1 1 

9  9 

Influenza  Death-rate 

Nil. 

9  9 

Puerperal  Fever  Death-rate 

Nil. 

>>  >> 

9  9 

Erysipelas  Death-rate 

Nil. 

)>  f  > 

9  9 

Other  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate  ... 

7.97 

5  )  »  » 

9  9 

Ill  Defined  Diseases  Death-rate 

Nil. 

5  >  J  > 

9  9 
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TABLE  1  A. 

Table  showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate  and  number  of  Deaths 
in  Public  Institutions,  &c.,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts  in  the  year  1913. 


1 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

g  $ 

3 

•r-i 

the  District. 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age. 

At  an  Ages. 

Urban  Districts 

03  1 

©  o 

G  © 

3  . 

Nett. 

No. 

H3  • 

©  -4-> 

'  fH  O 

®.  mP 

CD 

a  b 

^  -4-^  Cfi 

o 

o 

o 

r-* 

•rH  'V 

■s  s 

3  £ 
o* 

©  5 

P  ^ 

g  * 

P 

No. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

of  Non-: 

dents  regi 

in  the  Dif 

HD  CC  «H 
•F-H  -rH  O 

CG  fcUQr—l 
<L>  ^ 

°  rt  d 

•  f—4 

No. 

Rate  per 

Nett 

Births 

No. 

Rate. 

Bradford-on-Avon 

4579 

97 

97 

21*18 

44 

9-60 

7 

•  • 

o-oo 

51 

11  13 

Caine  . 

3558 

62 

62 

17-42 

49 

13-77 

4 

4 

5 

80*64 

49 

13-77 

Chippenham  . 

5383 

93 

93 

17-27 

62 

11-51 

6 

11 

3 

32-25 

67 

12-44 

Deyizes  . 

6783 

122 

119 

17-54 

97 

14-30 

23 

6 

11 

92-43 

80 

11-79 

Malmesbury  . 

2628 

42 

45 

17-12 

34 

12-93 

3 

10 

2 

44-44 

41 

15-60 

Marlborough  . 

4482 

65 

65 

14-50 

54 

12-04 

5 

6 

5 

76-92 

55 

12-27 

Melksham  . 

3232 

84 

84 

25-99 

45 

13-92 

9 

1 

6 

71-42 

37 

11-44 

Salisbury  . 

21423 

444 

448 

20-91 

352 

16-43 

97 

13 

31 

69-19 

268 

12-50 

Swindon  . 

52400 

1214 

1226 

23-39 

572 

10*91 

11 

72 

107 

87  *27 

633 

12*08 

Trowbridge  . 

11882 

283 

283 

23-81 

162 

13-63 

3 

13 

31 

109-54 

172 

14-47 

Warminster 

5481 

84 

84 

15-32 

77 

1404 

12 

2 

11 

130-95 

67 

12-22 

Westbury  . 

3480 

69 

70 

20-10 

48 

13-79 

6 

2 

1 

14-28 

44 

12-64 

Wilton  . 

2108 

39 

39 

18-50 

27 

12-80 

•  • 

5 

1 

25*64 

32 

15*18 

TOTAL  . 

127419 

2698 

2715 

21-30 

1623 

12-73 

179 

152 

214 

78-82 

1596 

12-52 

TABLE  1  B. 


Table  showing  Estimated  Population,  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate,  and  number  of  Deaths  in 
Public  Institutions,  &c.,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  in  the  year  1913. 


Rural  Districts 

Population  estimated 
to  Middle  of  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Under  1  Year 

of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Uncorrected 

Number. 

Nett. 

No. 

Rate. 

of  Non-resi¬ 

dents  registered 
in  the  District. 

of  Residents 

not  registered 

in  the  District. 

No. 

Rate  per  1000 

Nett 

1  Births. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Amesbury  . . 

11524 

275 

275 

23-86 

89 

7*72 

15 

11 

12 

43-63 

85 

7-37 

Bradford-on-Avon 

5373 

98 

98 

18-23 

62 

11*53 

7 

6 

1 

10  20 

61 

11*35 

Caine  . 

4598 

86 

86 

18-70 

56 

12*17 

6 

8 

93*02 

62 

13*48 

Chippenham  . 

18314 

336 

336 

18-34 

190 

10*37 

4 

14 

13 

38*69 

200 

10*92 

Cricklade  and  ) 

Wootton  Bassett  1 

10934 

257 

257 

23-50 

129 

11*79 

•  • 

11 

24 

93-38 

140 

12*80 

Devizes  . 

12817 

239 

243 

18-95 

195 

15*21 

87 

29 

18 

74*07 

137 

10*68 

Highworth  . 

15311 

338 

331 

21-61 

228 

14*89 

39 

11 

28 

84*59 

200 

13  06 

Malmesbury  . 

9328 

190 

189 

20-26 

111 

11-89 

7 

8 

19 

100*52 

112 

12*00 

Marlborough  . 

4524 

116 

119 

26-28 

62 

13-70 

16 

8 

8 

67*22 

54 

11-93 

Melksham  . 

5072 

120 

119 

23-46 

66 

13*01 

10 

5 

6 

50-42 

61 

12  *02 

Mere  . 

5125 

77 

77 

15*02 

56 

10*92 

,  , 

3 

1 

12*98 

59 

11*51 

Pewsey  . 

13712 

331 

340 

24*78 

147 

10*72 

2 

23 

21 

61*76 

168 

12*25 

Ramsbury  . 

7120 

147 

149 

20*89 

67 

9*39 

1 

20 

8 

53*69 

86 

12  *06 

Salisbury  . 

10255 

208 

208 

20*28 

98 

9*55 

2 

19 

13 

62*50 

115 

11*21 

Tisbury  . 

7819 

149 

149 

19*05 

72 

9-20 

1 

10 

11 

73*82 

81 

10  *35 

Warminster  . 

5903 

111 

111 

18*80 

57 

9-65 

12 

5 

45-04 

69 

11  -68 

Westbury  and  ) 

Whorwellsdown  / 

6662 

144 

144 

21*61 

77 

11  *55 

•  • 

10 

7 

48*61 

87 

13  *05 

Wilton  . 

8205 

186 

189 

23*03 

91 

11*09 

5 

13 

9 

47*61 

99 

12*06 

Tetbury  (Wilts  portion) 

376 

7 

7 

18:61 

6 

15*95 

• 

1 

142*85 

6 

15*93 

TOTAL  . 

162982 

3415 

3427 

21*  C2 

1859 

11*40 

196 

219 

213 

62-15 

1882 

11*54 
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TABLE  2  A.  Table  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1913  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to 
an  Localities;  showing  also  the  number  of  cases  sent  to  Hospital  and  the  total  number  of  Deaths  from  such  Diseases;  also  the  Deaths  which  occurred  in  Hospital. 
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TABLE  3  A.  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1913,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


- - - - — 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

I 

■ 

Next  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE 

District. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Small-pox.  j 

Measles.  1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria  and 

Croup. 

Influenza. 

Erysipelas.  ; 

Phthisis  (Pulmon¬ 

ary  Tuberculosis). 

Tuberculous  < 

Meningitis. 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant 

disease. 

> 

<D 

O 

•  H 

-4-> 

<8 

B 

<D 

Meningitis. 

Organic  Heart 

Disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia  (all 

forms.  ( 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  Organs. 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis. 

Appendicitis  and 

Typhlitis. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver.  ( 

Alcoholism. 

Nephritis  and 

Bright's  Disease. 

Puerperal  Fever.  1 

Other  accidents  and 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy 

and  Parturition. 

Congenital  Debility 

and  Malformation, 

including  Premature 

Birth. 

Violent  Deaths, 

excluding  Suicide. 

Suicide. 

Other  Defined  \ 

Diseases.  - 

Diseases  ill-defined  j 

or  unknown.  1 

j  Total. 

Total  at 
all  ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 

under  2. 

2  and 

under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

jj  Bradford-on- Avon 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

51 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

11 

30 

•  • 

.  • 

•  . 

, 

.  . 

1 

•  u 

5 

a 

. 

7 

•  . 

•  • 

8 

4 

,  , 

2 

. 

1 

... 

•  • 

1 

.. 

17 

5 

51  | 

Caine  . 

•  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

49 

5 

•  • 

i 

1 

2 

5 

9 

26 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

,  • 

,  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

•  . 

#  . 

2 

2 

2 

14 

2 

49 

Chippenham 

•  * 

... 

67 

3 

2 

6 

6 

1 

3 

17 

29 

•  • 

.  • 

4 

•  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

«  • 

2 

1 

1 

8 

1 

•  • 

5 

10 

4 

2 

.  • 

2 

1 

26 

•  . 

67 

Devizes 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

80 

11 

4 

2 

4 

4 

6 

20 

29 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

1 

,  • 

5 

•  • 

•  . 

11 

6 

8 

,  . 

.  . 

.  . 

4 

3 

.  . 

,  • 

5 

—  # 

2 

31 

•  . 

80 

j  Malmesbury 

... 

... 

41 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

25 

- 

1 

1 

.  • 

5 

•  ■ 

•  ■ 

3 

•  • 

1 

1 

.  • 

•  • 

1 

3 

• . 

.  • 

2 

.  . 

23 

* 

41 

Marlborough 

... 

... 

55 

5 

1 

• 

1 

3 

1 

13 

31 

•  • 

1 

■  • 

1 

4 

•  • 

.  • 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

9 

■  • 

3 

1 

•  • 

.  • 

1 

•  • 

.  • 

3 

2 

1 

20 

55 

Melksham 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

37 

6 

2 

•  • 

2 

2 

8 

17 

1 

. . 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  * 

•  * 

3 

• 

8 

6 

1 

1 

,  • 

.  • 

•  • 

3 

m  a 

•  • 

12 

37 

Salisbury 

*  •  * 

•  •  * 

268 

31 

12 

8 

7 

11 

34 

55 

110 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

5 

2 

•  • 

22 

2 

7 

30 

•  « 

45 

17 

12 

.  • 

9 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

16 

4 

2 

60 

20 

268 

Swindon 

•  •  • 

... 

633 

107 

29 

43 

31 

28 

79 

425 

191 

1 

40 

4 

5 

1 

4 

1 

66 

8 

5 

35 

•  • 

2 

50 

34 

47 

.  • 

!  !4 

1 

4 

13 

2 

1 

51 

14 

2 

228 

1 

a  • 

633 

Trowbridge 

... 

•  •• 

172 

31 

6 

8 

1 

5 

19 

37 

65 

•  • 

8 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1 

1 

11 

19 

17 

14 

2 

6 

1 

.  * 

4 

1 

.  • 

11 

1 

2 

38 

21 

172 

Warminster 

•  •  • 

67 

11 

1 

3 

6 

14 

32 

• 

1 

• 

1 

8 

2 

2 

12 

1 

1 

1  2 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

4 

.  . 

15 

10 

67 

Westbury 

•  •  • 

... 

44 

1 

■  • 

1 

2 

5 

11 

24 

1 

1 

4 

8 

3 

1 

6 

•  • 

1 

•  . 

•  • 

9 

44 

Wilton 

•  ■  . 

... 

32 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

2 

8 

19 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

2 

I 

1 

1 

•  • 

10 

32 

TOTAL 

... 

•  • 

1596 

214 

57 

70 

56 

70 

165 

336 

628 

1 

•  • 

62 

5 

12 

1 

14 

1 

119 

14 

16 

134 

3 

*  « 

180 

115 

93 

7 

34 

5 

42 

3 

40 

4 

3 

104 

29 

11 

503 

58 

1596 

TABLE  3  B. — Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1913,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  fr  Residents 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE 

District. 

i 

P 

© 

u 

CD 

pj 

bo 

p 

o 

P 

eS 

• 

s  g 

p's 

CC 

P 

O 

P 

O 

u 

-p 

p 

<53 

p 

be 

rH 

p 

CB 

r> 

CB 

Ph 

-P 

f-l 

<53 

r-H 

cc 

p 

<53 

©  bo 

ciO 

cc 

•d 

p 

TJ 

P 

G3 

co 

p 

© 

> 

Hi 

CB 

CO 

*©  s 

• 

P 

© 

> 

© 

pH 

>» 

'g  P 

§g  • 

co  bog 

Jj  Or*  O 
'  S-H  **"H 

© 

2§f 

S'-g  3 
©  ©  © 

Q 

©‘ 

•d 

'•rH 

CO  o 

p3-<-> 

P 

©02 

; 

•8 

<H 

•d 

© 

CP 

© 

•c  p 

1  HI 

]  RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Total  at 
all  ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 

under  2. 

2  and 

under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

> 

© 

Ph 

O 

•  i-i 

p 

© 

-4J 

p 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fev 

bo 

P 

•rH 

P. 

o 

o 

rP 

Diphtheria 

Croup. 

Influenza. 

Erysipelas. 

^  ? 
^  rH 

<D 

rH 

CG  P 

a  £ 

Tubercuiou: 

Meningitis. 

Other  Tube 

Diseases. 

Cancer,  Ma 

Disease. 

o 

•  rH 

H-> 

c3 

fi 

p 

CB 

Ph 

Meningitis. 

Organic  He 

Disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia 

forms). 

<53  >  . 
CB  fn 

CO  o 
1© 

'P  cS 
.  P 

rH  •  rH 

CB  p. 

rP  CO 

•+H  CB 

ow 

Diarrhoea  { 

Enteritis. 

j - - - 

Appendiciti 

Typhlitis. 

o 

cc 

•  rH 

CD 

© 

rP 

Ch 

rH 

•  rH 

O 

Alcoholism, 

•  rH 

CD 

_£,p 

<p 

m 

u 

© 

a 

5h 

© 

P 

PH 

•P«*H  J- 
©  ©-M 
O  Jh 

*  8* 
P 

o^  Cv 

H.2  p 
O'©  c3 

Congenital 
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Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts  during  the  Year  1913,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 


Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts  during  the  Year  1913,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 


Prevention  of 
Infectious  Disease 
under  direction  of 
Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Houses. 

RURAL 

DISTRICTS. 

No.  of  Cases  inquired  into. 

No.  of  Houses  Disinfected  and 
Cleansed. 

No.  of  Patients  removed  to 
Hospital. 

Lots  ot  Bedding,  Liotmng,  &c.. 
Disinfected  or  Destroyed. 

Cases  of  Illegal  Exposure 
reported. 

No.  erected  (if  information 
obtainable). 

No.  made  fit  for  Habitation. 

No.  closed  as  unfit  for  Habitation. 

No.  cleansed  and  Limewashed. 
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DAIRIES  &  COWSHEDS  ORDERS. 

Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk,  Milk 
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RWlNFKhh  FOR  WILTSHIRE,  YE7£R  1913. 


OBSERVERS  &  STATIONS. 

Height  above 
sea  level. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Totals  for  the 
Year  1913.  j 

H.  J.  SOUTHWELL,  Esq., 
Mechanics’  Institute, 

Swindon. 

F  W  VMis  rrr'uri3Ti  t  t  i~r _ 

378  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

3-83 

0!76 

22 

1:44 

0-33 

16 

2-97 

0-48 

21 

3-61 

0-89 

20 

1-69 

0-31 

12 

0-74 

0-24 

10 

1-50 

0-70 

9 

0-74 

0-21 

9 

2-08 

0-68 

13 

3-31 

0-66 

19 

2-91 

0-67 

23 

1-53 

0-55 

18 

26*35  inches  ; 

192  days  j 

^  •  it  •  iilNfilCIlDULL,  JbiS(]M 

Winsley  Manor, 

Near  Bradford-on-Ayon. 

400  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ! 
Number  of  days  it  fell  ..." 

4-45 

0!78 

23 

1-24 

0-40 

12 

3-86 

0-73 

23 

2-91 

0-56 

18 

2-51 

0-65 

14 

0-48 

0-19 

7 

0-52 

0:13 

8 

1-47 

0-56 

12 

1  _  — 

3:67 

1:96 

12 

2-88 

0-45 

17 

2-55 

0-48 

25 

2:12 

0-65 

17 

28  66  inches  j 

188  days 

u.  ix\jCii_iAiN jj  rsuWCib,  Lsq.,  M.D., 
Wilts  County  Asylum, 
Devizes. 

385  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  .. 
Number  of  days  it  fell  ... 

4G2 

0-80 

16 

1-19 

0-25 

8 

2:36 

0-95 

12 

2-98 

0-58 

15 

2-79 

0-55 

12 

0:59 

0-22 

5 

1:33 

0-49 

8 

1-30 

0:48 

9 

3-49 

1-28 

9 

2-72 

0-48 

13 

2:70 

0:58 

18 

1-71 

0-55 

9 

- - - — 1 

27-28  inches  1 

134  days 

lutijjuu YVS  1AYLOR,  Esq., 

Marlborough  College. 

T  nun  t  r  tc  Tn _ 

420  feet 

1 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ... 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

4:50 

0-74 

22 

1:19 

0-31 

13 

3-60 

0-68 

19 

4-02 

0-87 

19 

2-56 

0-72 

13 

0-53 

0-21 

6 

2-10 

0-58 

10 

1-00 

0-30 

9 

3-45 

1-35 

11 

2-84 

0-38 

15 

3-07 

0-65 

16 

1-80 

0-48 

12 

30  -66  inches  j 

165  days  i 

1.  UnALLlo,  tuSq., 

Wilton  House, 

Near  Salisbury. 

180  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ... 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

6-86 

1-09 

28 

1  71 

0-51 

20 

4-03 

0-49 

23 

4-45 

0-79 

20 

2-78 

0-61 

16 

0-46 

0-13 

8 

0-71 

0-28 

12 

1-37 

0-48 

11 

3-98 

1-32 

21 

5-05 

0-76 

25 

4-88 

1-21 

24 

2-51 

0-92 

20 

38-79  inches 

228  days 

JAMES  BRISTOL,  Esq., 

The  Academy, 

Tisbury. 

380  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ... 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

6 -.47 

1-14 

25 

0-.96 

0-26 

9 

3-22 

0-51 

26 

3-15 

0-53 

17 

3-24 

0-63 

15 

0-57 

014 

9 

0-57 

0-19 

8 

1-20 

0-51 

9 

3-42 

1-10 

12 

4  *15 

0-70 

14 

4-02 

0-81 

22 

2-47 

0-74 

14 

33*44  inches 

180  days 

F.  J.  WARDALE,  Esq., 

Shrewton. 

322  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ... 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

4-82 

0-87 

26 

1-40 

0-32 

18 

0:50 

2-80 

19 

2-91 

0-60 

19 

2-49 

0-61 

15 

0-52 

0-17 

9 

0-99 

0-33 

10 

1-25 

0-42 

11 

3-27 

0-95 

13 

3-32 

0-52 

17 

3 -.07 

0.57 

20 

1-97 

0-64 

15 

28*81  inches  | 

192  days 

H.  J.  HAMP,  Esq., 

Wroughton  Water  Works, 

Swindon. 

450  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ... 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

4-02 

0*78 

21 

1-32 

0-28 

12 

3:16 

0-52 

19 

3:45 

0-50 

18 

1-81 

0-39 

11 

0-68 

0-12 

9 

1-81 

0-68 

11 

0-82 

0-25 

8 

2-06 

0-52 

12 

3-17 

0-45 

16 

2-92 

0-58 

20 

1-30 

0-41 

16 

26-43  inches 

173  days  j 

W.  STRUGNELL,  Esq.,  F.R.H.S., 
Rood  Ashton, 

Near  Trowbridge. 

250  feet 

- 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ... 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

5-26 

1-24 

23 

1-74 

0-30 

15 

3-78 

0-60 

22 

3-62 

0-53 

20 

2-76 

0-50 

18 

0-79 

0-20 

11 

0-90 

0-27 

10 

1-43 

0-50 

11 

3-92 

0-94 

16 

3-90 

0-53 

28 

3-17 

0-48 

26 

2-40 

0-70 

17 

33-67  inches  ! 

217  days  j 

STILES  E.  JEFFERYS,  Esq., 

Rye  Hill,  Hill  Deverill, 

Near  Warminster. 

466  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ... 
Number  of  days  it  fell  ... 

5-41 

0-95 

26 

1-.41 

0-42 

15 

3-88 

0-65 

23 

3-70 

0-76 

21 

3-35 

0-76 

20 

0-90 

0-24 

11 

0-46 

0-14 

12 

1-36 

0-55 

8 

3-12 

0-90 

17 

3-46 

0-69 

26 

— 

4-22 

0-71 

26 

2-45 

0-63 

15 

33:72  inches 

220  davs 

TROWBRIDGE  WATER  CO., 

Biss  Bottom,  Upton  Scudamore, 
Near  Warminster. 

r  ■ - - - 

311  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  ... 
Number  of  days  it  fell 

5-39 

0  89 

26 

1:50 

0  47 

13 

3-32 

0-68 

22 

3-86 

0-58 

19 

2-83 

0-56 

16 

0-90 

0-31 

14 

0-61 

0-25 

9 

1-21 

0-62 

8 

3-49 

1-03 

12 

3-68 

0-55 

18 

i 

.  3-18 

0-57 

20 

2-01 

0-52 

14 

31*98  inches  ' 

191  days 

THOMAS  H.  BAKER,  Esq., 

91,  Brown  Street, 

156  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . 

5  :56 

0-83 

1-25 

0-34 

3-36 

0-40 

3:55 

0-65 

2-31 

0-56 

0-48 

0-12 

1.16 

0-49 

1-80 

0  -52 

3-19 

0  aQ4 

4-22 

0-80 

24 

3-54 

0-68 

28 

1-93 

32  -35  inches 

Salisbury. 

i 

Number  of  days  it  fell 

27 

19 

24 

23 

19 

11 

16 

20 

20 

0  72 

17 

248  days 

Rev.  E.  WELLS.  M.A., 

Dean  Rectory, 

149  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . 

5-17 

0-84 

0-97 

0  -2a 

2 -.51 

0-35 

2-92 

0-52 

2-59 

0/45 

0:35 

0-12 

1-19 

0-56 

1-35 

0-51 

3.06 

0  -89 

4  -49 

0-81 

21 

3-00 

0-63 

17 

1-83 

29*43  inches 

Salisbury. 

Number  of  days  it  fell-  ... 

21 

10 

18 

19 

14 

6 

12 

11 

14 

0  -83 

11 

174  days 

EDWARD  H.  MILES,  Esq., 

Estate  Office, 

590  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . 

5 -.99 

1  14 

1-15 

0-26 

3:22 

0-65 

3-38 

0-56 

3-08 

0-58 

0-85 

0-19 

0-70 

0-29 

1-53 

0-75 

3-08 

0-87 

3-77 

0  a67 

4-26 

0-86 

21 

2-50 

33 ’51  inches 

East  Knoyle. 

Number  of  days  it  fell 

25 

13 

24 

18 

17 

13 

8 

10 

13 

18 

0-68 

14 

194  days 

S.  W.  TUCKER,  Esq., 

Longford  Castle  Gardens, 

140  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . 

5  -.50 

0-90 

1-23 

0-33 

3-14 

0-46 

3-71 

0-58 

2-68 

0-48 

0-40 

0-14 

1-78 

0-82 

1-47 

0-61 

2.74 

0.76 

4-90 

0  -64 

3-99 

0-73 

17 

1-87 

0-82 

13 

33 '41  inches 

Salisbury. 

Number  of  days  it  fell 

24 

18 

20 

20 

16 

5 

11 

11 

12 

15 

182  days 

H.  T.  COOKSON,  Esq., 

Sturford  Mead. 

459  feet 

Amount  collected  in  inches 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  in  inches  . 

5  82 

103 

1-34 

1-30 

3-66 

0-59 

4-16 

0-70 

3-13 

0-54 

0-91 

0-30 

0-52 

0-28 

1-38 

0-72 

2-92 

0-95 

3-83 

0  -69 

3-57 

0-59 

25 

2-55 

0-65 

21 

33-79  ipches 

1 

Number  of  days  it  fell 

26 

13 

24 

17 

15 

11 

9 

8 

16 

20 

205  days  j 

t 

Mean  amount  collected  in  inches 

Mean  number  of  days  it  fell  . 

5;  19 

23-81 

1:31 

14  00 

3-30 

21:18 

3-52 

18-93 

2-66 

15-18 

0-63 

9-06 

105 

10-18 

1-29 

10-31 

3-18 

13-93 

3-73 

19-12 

3-44 

21-75 

2  06 

15-18 

31  -39  inches  ; 

192*68  days  > 

Mean  Rainfall  for  the  County  of  Wilts  ...  ...  ...  3139  inches. 

Mean  Number  of  Days  upon  which  rain  fell...  ...  ...  192-68  days. 
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